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Israeli police question Jews for 
praying near Ai Aqsa Mosque 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israeli police 
said they questioned nine Jewish extremists Sunday 
for praying near the entrance to the AJ Aqsa Mosque 
complex, which was built over the rains of the Second 
Hebrew Temple. “Nine members of the Temple 
Mount Faithful were questioned after praying near the 
AJ Aqsa Mosque complex and refusing to leave the 
area.” a police spokesman said. “An investigation has 
been opened” into their behaviour, he added. The 
Temple Mount Faithful, like other Jewish extremist 
groups, hope to rebuild the ancient temple on the loca- 
tion containing the AI Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of 
the Rock. They and other Jewish extremists make reg- 
ular attempts to pray at the mosque, known to Jews as 
the Temple Mount, despite a police ban. 
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No injuries in apparent bus 
bombing in Tel Aviv 


TEL AVIV (AP.i — In an apparently bungled attack, 
an Arab man set off a bomb aboard a Tel Aviv bus, 
causing a small explosion in which no one was 
injured, police said. Police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin said the man aroused the driver’s suspicion 
when he boarded the bus on a busy eight-lane high- 
way in north Tel Aviv. When the driver started to 
question him the man placed an object in the bus trash 
bin and fled. The passengers were taken off the bus. 
and then an explosion was heard from the trash bin,' 
the police statement said. It said there were no 
injuries, but gave no other details. The assailant was 
described as “a member of a minority group” — a 
term used commonly by police to refer to Arabs. 
There was no immediate claim of responsibility. 
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Netanyahu maintains silence while his aides 


pledge to continue attacks against Hamas 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


EMERGING FROM a 
three-day holiday for die 
Jewish New Year. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and other senior 
ministers maintained a stony 
silence over Israel's role in 
fhe failed Sept. 25 murder 
attempt in Amman against 
Khaled Misha’al, the Hamas 
politburo chief. 

Mr. Netanyahu met his 
senior security aides and 
summoned Israel’s top oppo- 
sition leader Sunday in a bid 
to limit the crisis sparked by 
the botched assassination bid 
by presumed Israeli agents in 
Jordan. Israel Radio said. 

“Israel is prevented at this 
stage from making refer- 
ences to reports about action 
against Hamas leader Khaled 
Misha’al," Cabinet-Secre- 
tary Danny Naveh said after 
a cabinet meeting. 

Mr. Naveh did tell 
reporters however that Mr. 
Misha’al “is considered the 
number one figure in Hamas 
and is responsible for the 
murder of manv innocent 


Israeli civilians.' 

“The government’s obliga- 
tion is to protect the lives of 
its citizens and to wage an 
uncompromising campaign 
against terrorism." he added. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s advisor, 
David Bar-Dlan, went further 
towards implicitly confirm- 
ing the Israeli attempt on Mr. 
Misha’al, whom he 
described as both the Hamas 
political leader “and the acti- 
vator of its military wing.” 
“Israel will continue to 
fight terrorism wherever it is, 
its long arm will reach terror- 
ists wherever they are,” he 
said in an interview with 
London-based Worldwide 
Television News. 

“The fight against terror- 
ism is an ongoing process. 
Sometimes we have tri- 
umphs and sometimes set- 
backs, but that will not 
change our policies,” Mr. 
Bar-Dlan said. 

“We hope that all govern- 
ments that seek peace will 
join us in this fight because 
terrorism and peace cannot 
be compatible.” he said 
In London, the Sunday 
Times newspaper reported 


that Mr. Netanyahu over- 
ruled objections from his 
own secret service to order 
the embarrassingly botched 
assassination bid (see 
below). 

Shimon Shamir, the former 
Israeli ambassador to Jordan, 
praised King Hussein Sun- 
day on the way he is dealing 
with tile difficult issue while 
blasting his own prime min- 
ister for his role in the affair. 

“Were King Hussein to 
come out clearly against 
Israel or against the Israeli 
prime minister or against the 
security arms of Israel, it 
would obligate him to very, 
very specific actions. This 
way he leaves himself the 
maximum range of manoeu- 
vrability,” Mr. S hamir told 
Israel Radio. 

On the presumed Mossad 
assasination attempt he said: 
“I would say this was carried 
out by someone who doesn't 
understand what peace is,” 
Mr. Shamir said adding, that 
“the damage is huge. Thou 
is harm to the foundations of 


peace.” 

(See Israeli press review 
on page 12) 


Netanyahu blamed personally 
for bungled attack in Amman 


AMMAN (IT.) — 

Benyamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli prime minister, over- 
ruled objections from the 
head of the Israeli secret ser- 
vice Mossad to order an 
attempt on the life of Hamas 
leader Khaled Misha' al in 
Jordan. The Sunday Tunes 
reported yesterday. 

The British weekly news- 
paper said that the bungled 
attack on Mr. Misha'aL in 
which Mossad agents carry- 
ing fake Canadian passports 
sprayed a poisonous chemi- 
cal into his ear, is already 
regarded as one of the most 
embarrassing incidents in the 
history’ of a service 
“renowned for its ruthless 
efficiency.” 

The details of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s alleged involve- 
ment were disclosed to The 
Sunday Times by Israeli 
intelligence sources who 
regard the operation as the 
most ill-considered ever 
undertaken by Mossad, the 
report said 

“The saga began 12 days 
ago at a tempestuous meeting 
over lunch between 
Netanyahu and Danny 
Yatom. head of Mossad at 
the prime minister's home. 
Netanyahu is said to have 
demanded revenge for the 
deaths of 24 Israelis in 
Hamas bombings in July and 
September, and for an attack 
on the bodyguards of a cul- 
tural attachd at the newly 
opened Israeli embassy in 
Amman three davs earlier,” 


the report said 

“According to the sources, 
Netanyahu said be wanted to 
‘knock down’ a Hamas 
leader in Amman. ‘But any- 
one,' he is said to have 
added” the report added 

“Netanyahu has insisted ... 
and to have telephoned 
Yatom repeatedly, increasing 
the pressure for swift action. 
‘Bibi [the prime minister’s 
nickname] wanted a nice gift 
for Rosh Hashana [the Jew- 
ish New Year]. What he got 
was one of the most shame- 
ful and stupid Mossad opera- 
tions ever.’ said one officer in 
the service,” the newspaper 
reported quoting Mr. 
Netanyahu as admitting oa 
Saturday that there had been 
an “operational failure” but 
saying the attack had been 
“essentiaL” 

For the prime minister, the 
newspaper said a four-day 
New Year holiday that ends 
today has so far ensured that 
he has faced relatively little 
criticism at home. “With the 
government back in session, 
however, his opponents will 
be demanding explanations. 
Security sources • in Israel 
believe Yatom may become a 
scapegoat The scandal, they 
say, is unlikely to be so easi- 
ly resolved” 


Netanyahu's responsibility 
affirmed 


Meanwhile. Ze’ev Schiff, 
the respected Israeli military 
affairs correspondent wrote 
that the botched as s ass in ation 


attempt “must go down as 
one of the worst operational 
failures in the history of 
Israel's intelligence services, 
and it has caused the country 
serious strategic damage.” 

“It is inconceivable that a 
failure of such magnitude 
and such strategic blindness 
be allowed to pass without 
those responsible resigning 
or being fired In well- 
ordered countries, prime 
ministers and cabinet minis- 
ters resign over such things, 
not just the intelligence 
chiefs,” he said in an article 
published by Haaretz. 

“No organisation’s leader 
can remain on the job after 
such a scorching failure," 
Mr Schiff wrote. “But the 
full responsibility belongs at 
the top — whoever approved 
the action and whoever initi- 
ated it — namely the prime 
minister, who is responsible 
for strategy, and for the 
immense failures beyond the 
operative one.” He conclud- 
ed by saying: “Any investi- 
gation has to determine 
whether the prime minister 
had any partners in the deci- 
sion among his ministers. 
The rules dictate that other 
minis ters should be informed 
of such an operation. Were 
they included in the deci- 
sion? What is clear is that not 
afl tiie other intelligence 
agencies, such as the IDF 
Intelligence Unit and die 
Shin Bet, nor their chiefs, 
were party to the secret They 
were also taken by surprise." 


Gunmen attack U.N. office in Baghdad 


CAIRO (AP) — Four 
unidentified gunmen hurled 
grenades and fired bullets 
at an office of the U.N. oil- 
for-food programme in 
Baghdad, destroying and 
damaging ar least three 
vehicles in the compound, 
officials said Sunday. 

No one was injured 
except one of the attackers 
who was overpowered and 
taken imo custody by the 
Iraqi army, said a U.N. 
statement sent here. The 
remaining three gunmen 
fled, it said. 

The attack was Saturday 
night at the World Health 
Organisation's (WHO) 
headquarters in Baghdad, 
which houses an office for 
U.N. officials monitoring 
the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. 


According to preliminary 
reports the four men neu- 
tralised the guards, lobbed 
grenades and also opened 
fire at the WHO building, 
the statement said. 

Eric Fait, spokesman for 
the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. told the Associat- 
ed Press in Dubai that the 
attack came after office 
hours and only guards were 
present at the building. 

The U.N.’s humanitarian 
coordinator in Baghdad, 
Denis Halliday, condemned 
the attack, the first ever at a 
U.N. building in Iraq, the 
statement said 

“It is the Iraqi govern- 
ment's responsibility to 
protect U.N. personnel and 
property' against any harm 
and Mr. Halliday has asked 
for an urgent meeting at the 


highest levels with the Iraqi 
leaders in order to express 
his concern,” said the state- 
ment. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack. 

Iraq has been under U.N. 
sanctions b annin g the sale 
of oil, its economic main- 
stay. since its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. But a special 
U.N. programme, put in 
place in December 1996. 
allows Iraq to sell 51 billion 
of crude every 90 days to 
buy needed food and* medi- 
cine under dose UN. 


supervision. 

The WHO building is 
located in the Al Wahda 
district, where an Iranian 
opposition group in exile is 
based. 


Ross to attend first talks 
between PNA, Israel today 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


U.S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross wiD join Israelis and 
Palestinians on Monday at 
their first talks since a six- 
month-old stalemate kept die 
sides from implementing 
existing peace deals. 

Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) officials 
tried on Sunday to dampen 
expectations of any break- 
throughs in the talks which 
would tackle such issues as a 
Palestinian seaport and air- 
port and safe passages 
between Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

They said talks on crucial 
interim issues such as Jewish 
settlements and the with- 
drawal of Israeli troops from 
West Bank areas still under 
occupation would be dis- 
cussed in Washington only 
next week. 

“We don't expect any 
breakthroughs in Monday’s 
talks because the U.S. is not 
w illing to apply any kind of 
pressure on Israel to imple- 
ment the accords,” said 
Nabil Abu Rudeineh. an aide 
to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat. 

On the eve of the talks. 
Palestinian officials also 
renewed calls Sunday for a 
strong European Union (EU) 
role to balance U.S. media- 
tion of the peace process. 

Saeb Erakat, the chief 
Palestinian negotiator, said 
Palestinian President Arafat 
had asked Washington to 
accept the EU as “full part- 
ners” when Israelis and 
Palestinians tackle negotia- 
tions (xi a permanent peace 
settlement. 

“This is essential for bal- 
ance in the negotiations,” 
said negotiator Erakat, 


reflecting PNA criticism that 
LT.S. mediators have failed in 
the past to deal strongly 
enough with Israeli viola- 
tions of interim peace agree- 
ments. 

Mr. Erakat said such Israeli 
violations, notably die build- 
ing of Jewish bousing in dis- 
puted areas and a refusal to 
cany out pledged troop with- 
drawals from West Bank 
rural areas, were likely to 
prevent "real progress" when 
negotiations resume on 
Monday. 

Last week in New York, 
after meeting top PNA nego- 
tiator Mahmoud Abbas and 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy. U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
announced that Israeli 
Palestinian negotiating com- 
mittees would resume work 
on implementing issues left 
over from existing deals. 

Ms. Albright had said that 
there was agreement on her 
proposal for a “time-out” on 
Jewish settlement activities 
on Arab land in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip but the 
sides had to negotiate the 
content of the time-out 

A PNA official said the 
next round of talks, to be 
held in Washington on Octo- 
ber 13-17. would focus on 
agreeing cm the concepts of a 
temporary freeze in settle- 
ment expansion, on security 
cooperation and the concept 
and scope of further rede- 
ployments as well as the 
resumption of final status 
talks. 

The PNA wants Israel to 
implement three promised 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank in parallel to final 
status talks which have not 
resumed under the right- 
wing prime minister’s gov- 
ernment. 


Iraq scoffs at timing 
of U.N. protest over 


weapons inspections 


BAGHDAD (AFP.) — An 
Iraqi official said Sunday 
that a U.N. protest over its 
alleged obstruction of arms 
inspections was deliberately 
timed to keep sanctions in 
place. 

Such protests were “pre- 
dictable and have been com- 
mon practise” before each 
U.N. Security Council 
review of the UN. sanctions, 
the official told Agence 
France Presse, asking not to 
be named. 

The protest last week by 
the UN. commission tasked 
with disarming Iraq that its 
inspectors were denied 
access to three suspected 
arms sites came as commis- 
sion officials prepare to 
report on Iraqi compliance 
progress to the UN. Security 
Council later this month. 

“The U.S. administration 
and its allies at the United 
Nations have been putting on 
this same act for years to pre- 
vent any serious effort to 
ease the embargo.” the Iraqi 
official said. 

Baghdad has not officially 
reacted to last week’s protest 
from the UN. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM). But 
the newspaper Babel, run by 
President Saddam Hussein’s 
son Uday, said Sunday that 
“new manoeuvres are under- 
way ahead of the UN. 
debate” 

UNSCOM chief Richard 
Butler said the incidents took 
place on Sept. 27 and last 
Monday and Wednesday. 


“They are not serious enough 
for me to go to the Security 
Council before we go there 
in a week and a half from 
now " he said. 

Mr. Butler is due to give a 
six-month progress report to 
the Security Council on 
Iraq's disarmament and its 
cooperation with UNSCOM 
by next Saturday. 

The 15-member Security 
Council has threatened to 
impose more sanctions on 
Iraq this month if Mr. Butler 
reports that Iraq has contin- 
ued to deny access to 
UNSCOM inspectors. 

Iraq has been under a tough 
UN. sanctions regime since 
its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

The oil embargo can only 
be lifted when the UN. arms 
inspectors certify that all 
Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction have been dis- 
mantled in line with UN. 
resolutions. 

Mr. Butler said he wrote a 
“very serious letter" of 
protest to Iraq's Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. 

“T indicated to the deputy 
prime minister that there are 
issues of access to sites that I 
want he and I to work out 
together, to keep this cool 
and easy, because we’ve got 
serious work to do and I want 
to get on with it” he said 

Iraq argued that the three 
blocked inspections were of 
“preadential/residentiasites" 
and therefore out of bounds 
for UNSCOM. 



GETTING READY FOR SHEIKH YASSIN: The wife of Sheikh Ahmad Yassin holds 
up his poster Sunday as the family home is painted in preparation for his return to 
the Gaza Strip. Hamas supporters paint his home with graffiti which translates to 
'Welcome Back, Sheikh Yassin!' Sheikh Yassin told Reuters in a telephone interview 
yesterday that he intends to return to Gaza today (Reuters photo) 


Israel will not permit Yassin 
back home until release of two 


detained in Amman — official 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel 
will not allow the founder 
of the Islamic group Hamas 
to return to Gaza unless 
Jordan releases two men 
reportedly involved in an 
attack against a Hamas offi- 
cial. an Israeli official said 
on Sunday. 

“Until the two are 
released be is riot going to 
Gaza.” the Israeli official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, told Reuters. 

A Hamas leader in Gaza. 
Abdul Aziz Rantissi. told 
Reuters both the Palestinian 
National Authority and Jor- 


dan had confirmed to him 
that Sheikh Ahmad Yassin 
would return to Gaza on 
Monday. He warned Israel 
against blocking Yassin’s 
return. 

“I’ve got official informa- 
tion-. .from Jordan and the 
Palestinian Authority that 
confirms the return of the 
sheikh. Such (Israeli) dis- 
tortions aim to affect the 
masses who are going to 
come to receive the 
sheikh.” he said. 

“Any delay of the arrival 
of the sheikh tomorrow 
would be considered by 


Hamas a very serious issue 
that threatens the sheikh’s 
fate, hence Israel will 
shoulder the full responsi- 
bility for what is going to 
happen in the. region.” 

The Palestinian news 
agency WAFA said on Sun- 
day that Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat’s aide 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim would 
receive the founder of 
Hamas in Gaza on Monday. 
President Arafat was 
expected to remain in the 
West Bank enclave of 
Ram all ah where he spent 
Sunday. 


Family of prisoner in Israel asks 
King to assist in releasing him 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The family of 
a Jordanian imprisoned in 
Israel Sunday urged His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
help release their jailed 
son, who is serving a life 
imprisonment sentence. 

Ahmad Ajlouni said that 
his family sent a message 
to the King seeking the 
release of his brother Sul- 
tan Ajlouni, 23. from hjs 
jail in Ashkelon. 


This message is “an echo 
of a cry by one of your 
detained children in Israeli 
jails and who has been in 
jail for the last seven 
years.” the one-page state- 
ment said. 

“I, your Majesty, seek 
your efforts to help release 
my son. to obtain a special 
pardon from Israeli offi- 
cials. I voice hope Your 
Majesty will take into con- 
sideration my age and my 
weakness. He will not be 
let down, he who seeks 


your help," the statement 
signed by Sultan’s father, 
Taha, said. 

Mr. Ajlouni told the Jor- 
dan Times that they were 
encouraged by the release 
of Hamas founder, Ahmad 
Yassin from his jail follow- 
ing a repeated call from 
King Hussein to the Israeli 
government 

“Since the release of 
Sheikh Yassin, we found 
new hope of releasing 


(Continued on page 2) 


Bomb kills mother, son in Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (R) — A 
Lebanese woman and her 
teenage son were killed by a 
roadside bomb blast in south 
Lebanon Sunday, pro-Israeli 
militia sources said. 

The South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia sources said 
the bomb went off close to 
Khadija Al Haj Nasrallah, 45, 
and her son Ali. 14, when 
they .were on the way to the 
village of Markabafrom their 
home village of Houla inside 
Israel’s self-declared security 
zone in south Lebanon. 


It was not immediately 
known who was responsible 
for the blast 

HizboDah blamed Israel for 
the bomb attack. 

“The crime was executed 
on an Israeli decision taken 
by the bead of the Zionist 
state Benyamin Netanyahu,” 
Sheikh Nabil Kawouk 
Hizbollah leader in south 
Lebanon said in a statement 

“It [the attack] aims at 
eliminating the April cease- 
fire understanding,” Sheikh 
Kawouk added. 


The U.S. brokered cease- 
fire understanding ended a 
17-day Israeli onslaught on 
Lebanon in which 200 people 
— mostly civilians — were 
killed in April 1996. The 
agreement bans attacks on 
civilian targets on both sides 
of the Lebanese-Israeli bor- 
der. 

Hizbollah (Party of God) 
fighters are fighting to oust 
Israeli and SLA forces from 
the 15 kilometres wide Israeli 
occupied territory. 


Turk planes bomb Kurds in north Iraq 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — 

Turkey sent fighter- 
bombers to bomb Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) guer- 
rilla camps in northern Iraq 
Sunday as its cross-border 
military incursion against 
the rebels moved into its 
third week 

Six F- 16 fighter-bombers 
took off from Diyarbakir in 
southeastern Turkey and 
beaded towards the border 
with Iraq, witnesses said. 
Military sources said the 
planes were on bombing 
missions against rebel 


camps near Hakurk in 
northern Iraq. Around 
15,000 Turkish troops 
entered Iraq more than two 
weeks ago in a push to try 
to dislodge PKK units from 
the mountainous area 
which they use to mount 
raids on Turkey in their 
campaign for self-rule in 
the mainly Kurdish south- 
east. 

The operation has been 
repeatedly condemned by 
Baghdad and much of the 
Arab World. 

Turkey's state-run Anato- 


lian news agency said Sun- 
day PKK units were fleeing 
from the Turkish aerial 
bombing towards Iran and 
territory controlled by an 
Iraqi Kurd rival of Turkey's 
allies in the region. 

Iran and Syria deny fre- 
quent accusations by 
Ankara that they support 
and give refuge to the 
rebels. Turkey said Friday 
Iranian and Syrian troops 
had massed troops near the 
Kurdish .region of northern 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Sudan gives students 2 days 


to report for military duty 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
The Sudanese army, fight- 
ing rebels on two fronts, has 
ordered high school students 
to report for military duty by 
Tuesday, a spokesman said. 

After undergoing two 
months of basic training, a 
large number of a total of 
65,000 high school students 
have failed to report to mili- 
tary units to which they 
have been ' assigned, an 
armed forces spokesman. 
General ‘ Mohamad A1 


Sanousi Ahmad, said Satur- 
day. 

The students knew they 
would be sent to war fronts 
in eastern and southern 
Sudan. 

Some ran away from 
Khartoum Airport to avoid 
being airlifted to Juba in the 
south, he said. 

Mr. Ahmad spoke at a 
press conference that Edu- 
cation Minister Kebshour 
Kuku called to announce the 
results of high school gradu- 


ation examinations for 
which the students sat in 
April. 

He said individual results 
would be released at the mil- 
itary units to which the 
recruited students are 
attached. 

Mr. Kuku said that out of a 
total 147,470, some 98,484 
students passed the final 
examination. That is 66.9 
per cent, compared to last 

year’s 66 per cent. 

The minister announced in 


his televised conference the 
names of the top twenty stu- 
dents and die top twenty 
schools. Even those top stu- 
dents will get the details of 
their results only at military 
units. 

The vice-chancellor of the 
University of Khartoum Sat- 
urday declared that the new 
candidates would be admit- 
ted to the university next 
July after finishing their 
compulsory national ser- 
vice. 



Egypt releases eight Islamists 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s pros- 
ecutor general on Sunday 
released eight members of 
the influential and illegal 
Muslim Brotherhood who 
were detained two months 
ago on charges of spreading 
the group’s ideology, security 
sources said. 

They said the prosecutor 
also extended the detention 
period for 14 other Brother- 
hood members who were 
among a group of 34 arrested 
in die Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria in August 

The sources said they did 


not know die fate of the 
remaining 12 members 
arrested in the security sweep 
but Brotherhood spokesman 
Mamoun AI Hodeibi told 
Reuters police had earlier 
released other members of 
die same group. 

1 can’t remember why 
they were arrested. We’ve 
got used to their arrest- 
release campaigns,” Mr 
Hodeibi said. Police said they 
arrested the 34 Brotherhood 
members because they were 
planning to spread their ideas 
among university students. 


Palestinian budget 
deficit at $ 116 m 


PNA minister 



Family of prisoner in Israel asks 
King to assist in releasing him 


(Continued from page 1) 


our son. We believe that it is a 
chance that His Majesty will 
interfere to release his Jordan- 
ian sons in Israeli jails," Ml 
A hmad said. 

On Saturday, Minister State 
for Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi told reporters that 
Israel “is expected to release 
Jordanian detainees from its 
jails soon." He declined to say 
how many will be released or 
when. 

Mr. Ajlouni added that his 
brother was sentenced by an 
Israeli military court for life 
imprisonment in 1990 for 
allegedly masterminding an 
attack against Israel 

He added that his brother did 
nor receive a fair trial and the 
only channel of communica- 
tions they have with him is 
through the International Com- 
mittee for the Red Cross. 


There are az least 21 Jordan- 
ian prisoners in IsraeL Ten 
prisoners are reportedly 
detained in Ashkdon prison, 
while another ten are impris- 
oned in Nafha and Bersheba 
prisons. 

Those who are jailed in 
Ashkelon are: Abdul Rahman 
Afian, Bassam Tbaileh, Sultan 
Ajlouni, Fadi Faraj, Fou’ad 
Shara’a. J amal Milcahal, Bilal 
Sayid, Abdullah Shteiwi. Bajis 
Bani Fadil and Kbalid Abu 
Lihyefa. 

Those in Nafha and Bershe- 
ba jails are: Khalid and Salim 
Abu Ghalion. Ibrahim Gallon, 
Mohammad Fans Dakkab, 
Ahmad Talib Marei, Yassir 
Sweilim. Radi Toubasi, Amin 
Sanai, Zahi Noubani and 
Haitham AI Noun. 

In die past two years, Israel 
released about ten Jordanian 
prisoners from its jails. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
The budget deficit of the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has 
reached $116 million, 
largely due to Israel’s 
withholding of tax funds, 
the PNA finance minister 
said Saturday. 

Mohammad Nashasbibi 
told a press conference in 
Gaza City that the deficit 
’’currently stands at $116 
million and I fear it will 
go higher if Israel does 
not transfer all our funds.” 

He said Israel has so far 
transferred 40 per cent of 
Palestinian tax and cus- 
toms funds which it had 
frozen for over two 
months in a bid to force 
the PNA into cracking 
down on Islamists. 

Last Sunday. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu agreed to 
release another $17 mil- 
lion in funds as a confi- 
dence-building gesture, 
which he said brought the 


total transferred to half of 
what is due to the PNA. 

But Mr. Nashashibi said 
that “with interest which 
has accumulated the total 
remaining funds amount 
to $110 milli on” Israeli 
officials have put the fig- 
ure at much lower, but 
refuse to give an exact 
amount. 

Meanwhile, donor 
nations have banded over 
only 12.5 per cent of the 
funds they had promised 
the PNA for 1997 and 
1998, according to Mr. 
Nashashibi. He said that a 
total $845 million had 
been received from donor 
nations so far. 

Under economic agree- 
ments, Israel collects tax 
funds .from Palestinians 
and-shen hands them over 
to the PNA. Israel froze 
the tax funds after the 
Jerusalem"- bombing in 
July- 


SADAT REMEMBERED: Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (left) shakes hands with Gamal Sadat, son of late 
President Anwar Sadat, after laying a wreath at his tomb on Sunday. Sadat, the first Arab leader to sign peace 
with Israel, was assassinated in 1981 during celebrations of the October 6 war (Renters photo) 


Arab League denounces U.N. 
sanctions against Arab countries 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
chief of the 22-member 
Arab League Saturday 
denounced U.N. sanctions 
against three Arab coun- 
tries, saying they are too 
tough. 

’The international sanc- 
tions have lasted too long 
and are too exaggerated,” 
Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid told the Arab news- 
paper AI Shan] AI Awsat, 
while adding that Arab 
nations “must respect the 
resolutions of the U.N. 


Security Council.” 

The U.N. has imposed 


sanctions on Iraq, Libya 
and Sudan for violating 


U.N. resolutions. 

Speaking of Iraq. Dr. 
Meguid said that since 
Baghdad “is trying to abide 
by ~ the U.N. resolutions, 
there is no reason to main- 
tain the sanctions.” 

Baghdad has been under 
an economic, air and mili- 
tary embargo since it invad- 
ed Kuwait in August 1990 
but the sanctions were par- 
tially eased in December 
under -an accord allowing 
Iraq to sell limited quanti- 
ties of oil to buy food and 
medicines. 

Dr. Meguid denied that 
Arab states decided at a 
recent ministerial council 
meeting in Cairo to bypass 


the air embargo on Libya. 

1 The air embargo was 
imposed in 1992 due to 
Libya’s refusal to mm over 
to the U.S. and Britain two 
suspects in the downing of 
a Pan- Am flight over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, which 
killed 270 people. 

The Arab League chief 
said that the Arab states 
have decided to act in con- 
cert wi thin the framework 
of the U.N. to lift the sanc- 
tions on Libya, but not to 
bypass them. 

Turning to next month’s 
controversial economic 
summit in Qatar. Dr. 
Meguid said he sees “no 
obstacles to holding it if 


Kuwaiti refinery workers ‘call 
off’ strike to continue talks 


C U.S. needlessly raises Gulf tensions’ 


Turk planes bomb 
Kurds in north Iraq 

(Continued from page 1) have been killed in 13 year 


Iraq in an apparent response 
to the Turkish offensive. 

Syria denied the report Sat- 
urday. 

Patrols by Western war- 
planes over northern Iraq have 
allowed Iraq’s Kurds to stay 
out of Baghdad's coatrol since 
the end of the 1991 Gulf war. 
Ankara says the lack of author- 
ity in the region has allowed 
the Turkey-based PKK to 
flourish there. 

More than 26,000 people 


have been killed in 13 years of 
armed conflict between the 
PKK and the Turkish armed 
forces. 

Turkey said Friday it has 
killed 415 PKK members in 
northern Iraq since the opera- 
tion began late last month. 

A statement by the PKK Sat- 
urday said it had killed 38 
Turkish soldiers and 124 Iraqi 
Kurdish militia allied to 
Ankara for foe loss of 26 of its 
own fighters in a week of 
fighting in Iraq. 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Union leaders have formally 
called off strike action by 
refinery workers as a condi- 
tion to continue talks on 
Sunday with state refiner 
Kuwait National Petroleum 
Company (KNPC), officials 
said. 

The four-day strike was 
already suspended last Tues- 
day but “railed off” Satur- 
day, a KNPC official said, 
adding that abandoning the 
strike action was a demand 
laid down by the company 
and the government. 

But union officials said 
industrial action could be 
restarted if talks break down. 
“We will go back to the 
strike if there is no success in 


the talks ” said Saud AI 
Farhan, KNPC labour syndi- 
cate spokesman. 

But Ml Farhan and other 
union officials said this was 
now unlikely. 

“The negotiations are 
going smoothly now. There 
are still one or two items 
which we will try to finish 
today,” said Hamad AI 
Suwian. chairman of die 
KNPC labour syndicate, as 
talks restarted with man- 
agers. 

Union leaders and man- 
agers held their first round of 
talks Wednesday, followed 
by another round Saturday. 
The uni cm said the talks 
were “positive” and brought 
“progress.” 


About 100 export workers 
at AI Ahmadi refinery, where 
1,300 people are employed, 
went on strike on Sept 27. 
But operations at the refin 1 
ery were unaffected during 
the four days of industrial 
action that followed 
Unions bad also threatened 
further action at Kuwait’s 
other two refineries, which' 
KNPC officials said may 
have caused disruptions if 
the action had gone ahead 
Union officials said they 
have drawn up a list of 10 
demands, including promo- 
tions for long service and an 
end to a written and oral 
aptitude test that KNPC 
introduced for regrading. 


DUBAI (R) — The United 
States has needlessly raised 
tensions in the Gulf by 
rushing an aircraft carrier to 
the region, one of the lead- 
ing newspapers in the Gulf 
said on Sunday. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen last week 
ordered the carrier Nimitz 
to skip a port call in Singa- 
pore and move to the Gulf 
“at best speed” in response 
to Iranian air raids on bases 
inside Iraq run by armed 
opposition exiles. 

At the same time, Wash- 
ington told Tehran Iranian 
aircraft could be shot down 
if they violated the flight 
ban. 

The carrier’s group of 
seven warships is now due 
to arrive in the Gulf to join 
existing U.S. naval forces 
in the waterway by the mid- 


dle of October, four or five 
days earlier than originally 
scheduled. 

“The U.S. already has an 
operational force in the 
region to patrol the ‘no-fly 
zone’ inside Iraq, so Nimitz 
could have got to the region 
a few days later than 
planned without creating a 
crisis,” Gulf News said in 
an editorial. 

The English-language 
daily said the “no-fly zone” 
was a controversial ban 
imposed by the U.S. and 
Britain against Iraqi air 
attacks on the minorities 
living in the north and 
south of the country. 

Tt amounts to a question- 
able curtailment of Iraq’s 
sovereignty and must not 
be used to threaten the terri- 
torial integrity of the coun- 
' try,” Gulf News said. 


It said the way the U.S. 
enforced the no-fly zones 
— one in the north declared 
in 1991 to protect Kurds 
and one in the south 
imposed in 1992 after Iraqi 
air force raids on Iraqi Shi- 
ites — was a major 
reproach in itself. 

“Why is Turkey being 
allowed to violate Iraq’s 
sovereignty by flying into 
the ‘no-fly zone’ in the 
north of Iraq and attacking 
its Kurdish rebels from the 
air and on the ground with- 
out any action being taken 
by the U.S.?’’ Gulf News 
asked. 

'“If and when the Nimitz 
sails into the Mediterranean 
to warn Turkey against vio- 
lation of the ‘no-fly zone’ in 
the north, then American 
credibility will be better 
served than it is now.” 
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15:00 .Gillette Sports Special 
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PRAYER TIMES 
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,„, mi .(Sunrise) Duha 
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14:44- 
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Church of the Anmmkatioa 

Tel. 637440. 

De h Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Tara Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 

77133 L. 

Armenian Orthodox Chun* 

TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Chun* 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Anunan TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


scattered showers in the northern 
and central regions and winds 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, temperatures wfll drop, 
skies becoming cloudy, and winds 
northerly moderate to active. 


Najib pharmacy . — 847632 


Mia/Max. temp. 


IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir .276852 

AI Quds pharmacy -f— .» 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez Saffiti 914144 

Khalifeh pbarrmey 985417 


Water Authority . — — 680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information -08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


Amman. 

13/22 

wm 

Deserts . 

12/25 


EMERGENCIES 


Jordan Valley. 18/29 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 25, Aqaba 34 Humidity 
readings: Amman 45 per cent, 
Aqaba 30 pa- cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swaffch, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chon* TeL 624590 


Bulletin supplied by ihe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
dropping slightly and skies partly 
cloudy. There will be a chance of 


AMMAN: 

Dr. IssamAIAsmar - 
Dr. Yousef Naser 
Dc Khaldoun KJoub 
Dr. NidaJAJ As’ad .. 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy ..... 
AIAsema pharmacy — 
Nairoukh pharmacy _. 
AI Sal am pharmacy .... 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy „ 


890504 

751144 

S16715 

751672 

— 661912 
— 778336 
— .637055 

623672 

— 636730 
— 644945 
— 637660 


Food Control Centre 637111 

CM ftfatre Department — 661111 
Civil Defence immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 199 
Rescue Pcfice — 192,621111, 637777 

Fire Brigade — 617101 

Blood Bank. .775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police. -..896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints^ — 605800 

Price Complaints. 661 176 

W* r& Sewa^Groftoins -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — .623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan -7741 1 1 


AMMAN: 

Luzmila 630195 

Hussein Medical Centre — 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

AkUeh Maternity. 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeismi Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital —667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali ...664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen —.777101/3 

AI-Bashir. -.775111/26 

Army, Marka — — 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal Hospital - 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

-..(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL._. (09)986732 
AI ffikma Modem Hospital 

1,09)990990 

IRBID: 


Princess Basma Hospital 

102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

102)272275 

Ibo AI Nafees Hospital 

— _(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


16:40 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:30 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

00:15 — .Paris (.add )(RJj 

02:15 — Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
03:55 Kuala Lumpur. Abu Dhabi 
(add) (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AHA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53266-5. where u should 
always he verified, information on 
other fights can be supplied on 
phone 08 (527001 


Other Rights 

0W0 _A1 “Arish (PF) 

09:45 - Khartoum (SD) 

13:10 — Muscat Bahrain (GF) 

14:05 — Vienna (OS) 

ISsSO - - —Doha(QR) 

19-JO .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:10 .Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:15— _ _ .Cairo iMS) 

22i30 — — — Athens (OA) 

0(h20 ...Amsterdam, Damascus (KL) 


10:25 Milan, Frankfort |RJ) J 

11:15 ...Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ! j 
j 11:20 Amsterdam. Chicago (R-D ; 

J 12:15 .Cairo (RJ)| 

12:25 London <RD j 

20:45 Bahrain. Doha (RDl 

21:05 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) | 

23:00 Damascus (RD | 

02:00 — Abu Dhabi, AT Ain (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:05 — f Damascus (RJ) 

08KH) - — Sanaa (RJ) 

08 JO - Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

09:20 — .Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:25 — — Beirut (RJ) 

16:15 — Kuwait (RJ) 

16:15 — .Cairo (RJ) 

16^0 London (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06HS - -Tel Aviv (RW) 

07:25 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09-JO Aqaba (RW) 

11:10 —..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


Other Flights I 

08:00 Beirut (MS j 

08:10 London (BA) | 

10:30 AI ’Arish (PR) 

11:00 Khartoum (GR | 

14:00 Bahrain (GR| 

14:50 .Vienna (OS)j 

16:50 Doha (Q^j 

20:10 .Tel Aviv ATI 

22:15 Cairo (J®) ! 

22:55 Damascus, Paris (Afl| 

01:30 Amsterdam (KL)j 

03:00 .Athens' (0 A) J 


Royal Wings (RW) 

05:30 Amman (Maria AiipOW 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ> Flights 

05=45 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Kuwait (RJ; 


(RW) * j 

06:50 .Tel Aviv | 

07:55 Amman (QAIA) [ 

08:50 Amman (Marka Aitf™ 
(RW) 

10-J0 Aqaba^J 

11:40 ._._Amman (QAIA) 

20-30 ■-■■-Amman (QAIA) 
21:50 Aqata#?f 


-■••r.'Sr: 

. in- 


tangible progress takes 
place in the [Arab-Israeti] 
peace process.” But he 
added that if the peace 
process remains dead- 

locked he saw “no way foe 
summit could be held.” 
Syria and several other 
Arab states have said they 
will boycott the Nov. 16 to 
18 regional economic sum- 
mit over Israel's presence. 
Damascus has called for foe 
cancellation of the confer- 
ence, saying that holding it 
is a violation of Arab 
League resolutions which 
call for freezing relations 
with Israel. 
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PRINCESS OPENS EXHIBITION: Her RoyaJ Highness Princess Rahmeh Bint AI 
Hassan Sunday opens the Japanese pottery exhibition, which was organised by the 
Japanese embassy for artist Soyo Opia at the Royal Cnltural Centre. On display are 
40 artworks. Attending the opening ceremony was Japanese Ambassador to Jordan 
Takayuki Kimura (Petra photo) 


Majali pledges land for journalists, hears 
request to lift suspension of weeklies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Sunday promised 
the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion (JPA) that the govern- 
ment will offer journalists 
: a piece of land on which 
they can construct a jour- 
nalists* Club. 

The prime minister was 
addressing a meeting 
attended by JPA President 
Seif Sherif, association 
board members, and Min- 
ister of State for Informa- 


tion Affairs Samir Mutawi. 

The prime minister also 
said the government would 
examine recommendations 
by Dr. Mutawi for paying 
professional allowances to 
journalists employed by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

Association sources said 
Mr. Sherif and toe board 
members asked toe gov- 
ernment to reconsider its 
decision to suspend sever- 
al weekly tabloids for their 


failure to increase their 
paid capital to JD300,000. 

Dr. Majali asked toe JPA 
to contribute to the success 
of toe upcoming general 
elections. 

The prime minister also 
Sunday said toe govern- 
ment desires fair and free 
elections, and stated that 
the government will 
remain neutral in the elec- 
tions and will prevent civil 
servants from exploiting 
their official positions to 


help any of toe candidates. 

Dr. Majali was speaking 
during a visit to the Min- 
istry of Culture and Youth 
accompanied by his 
deputy, Abdullab Ensour. 

The prime minister com- 
mended toe ministry for 
implementing a pro- 
gramme benefiting the 
youth and organising 
events in which youths 
from Jordan and other 
Arab and foreign' countries 
can meet for youth activi- 


ties. 

Minister of Culture and 
Youth Qasem Abu Ain 
briefed toe prime minister 
on toe outcome of his visit 
to Switzerland, where he 
met with toe president of 
toe International Olympic 
Committee to discuss Jor- 
dan's needs for youth 
training. 

The ministry’s secretary 
general Thouqan Obeidat 
outlined toe ministry's 
youth activities. 


Teachers’ Court sentences man for illegal 
meeting political activities, two for drugs 


HUDC director to attend 
housing conference in Beirut 


examining 

UNESCO 

proposals 


said. 

Speaking on the eve of 
WHD, Mr. Hiyasat said 
these estates contained 
34,000 units, which now 
house 30.000 families. 

At present. HUDC is 
involved in constructing ten 
housing estates of 2,000 
housing units at the cost of 
JDS million, he said, 
adding that work on these 
projects is expected to be 
completed during the first 
half of 1998. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan sent out a mes- 
sage to toe world on toe eve 
of toe occasion, stating: 
"Human beings continue to 
face a compelling chal- 
lenge: how to make cities 
fit places to live. work, and 
dream. Nearly half of the 
world’s population now 
lives in urban areas. Pro- 
jects for toe year 2025 
show that, two-thirds, of 
people will be city 
dwellers." 

Warning that in the com- 
ing years, the world will 
witness serious housing 
problems. Mr. Annan con- 
tinued: "Already straining 


under the pressures of 
meeting toe peoples* needs 
for housing, jobs, and basic 
services, cities must also 
address the environmental 
and social consequences of 
rapid urbanisation." 

Last year's U.N. Confer- 
ence on Human Settle- 
ments. held in Istanbul, out- 
lined a positive vision of 
urbanisation, the U.N. Sec- 
retary General said, adding 
"World Habitat Day this 
year should be an opportu- 
nity for people everywhere 
to continue looking at bow 
they can contribute to 
implementation of Habitat 
Agenda — the comprehen- 
sive blueprint for creating 
sustainable human settle- 
ments in toe 21st century.” 

Mr. Annan urged -all 
member states and people 
"to deepen the partnerships 
' they forged in Istanbul and 
to work closely with the 
U.N. Centre for Human 
Settlements and the rest of 
toe U.N. system to improve 
the quality of life in all the 
world's cities." 


Middle Eastern workshop focuses on 
needs, capacity-building of NGOs 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — Hous- 
ing and Urban Develop- 
ment Corporation (HUDC) 
Director General Yousef 
Hiyasat Sunday said he was 
going to Beirut today to 
attend a two-day confer- 
ence on the Habitat (United 
Nations Centre for Human 
Settlement) Agenda, and a 
special one-day forum on 
sustainable urban environ- 
ment, organised to mark 
World Habitat Day (WHD). 

The meeting will tackle 
issues pertaining to provid- 
ing shelter foUall people, 
cooperation among various 
social sectors to improve 
the living environment, and 
the question of establishing 
companies owned jointly 
by governments and private 
sector construction compa- 
nies in order to carry out 
the Habitat Agenda, he 
explained. 

Jordan has made major 
strides in providing homes 
for the public, mainly toe 
limited-income groups, and 
through the HUDC. it has 
constructed 1 25 housing 
estates at the overall cost of 
JD270 million, Mr. Hiyasat 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In order to 
discuss toe needs and roles 
of non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs) in 
toe development of toe 
Middle East, a three-day 
workshop began Sunday in 
Amman, bringing together 
20 specialists from Egypt. 
Jordan. Lebanon. Syria, 
and Palestine. 

‘This workshop aims at 
presenting and sharing 
experiences of the NGO 
sector in the region and at 
discussing the needs and 
possibilities of regional 
cooperation.” stud Ulrich 
Vogt, toe director and rep- 
resentative of the Friedrich- 
Naumann Foundation 
(FNF), which is organising 
this event. 

He told toe Jordan Tunes 
that the meeting focuses on 
capacity-building and net- 
working for NGOs under a 
European Union co- 
financed project called 
BUN1AN. 

The FNF, along with toe 
International Management 
and Training Institute 
(IMTI) in Beirut, is pushing 
for toe implementation of 
this two-year project, 
which is described as 
“ambitious and difficult" 


by Dr. Vogt. 

The FNF director stated 
that "our immediate objec- 
tive in this workshop is to 
present our ideas on B UN- 
LAN to these NGO repre- 
sentatives. and to come up 
with recommendations and 
assistance in its implemen- 
tation.'* 

Ghassan Sayah, vice pres- 
ident of toe Lebanese NGO 
Forum, discussed local and 
regional networking activi- 
ties. He spoke of toe 
Lebanese experience with 
NGOs and said that 
Lebanon had two major 
umbrella groups for 40 
NGOs. 

Mr. Sayah told toe Jordan 
Times that he did not "find 
regional networking satis- 
factory. as NGOs face 
many obstacles,” relating 
toe reasons for this to the 
lack of homogeneity at toe 
regional level in forming a 
regional umbrella. 

Consultant in toe Follow- 
up Committee for the Arab 
NGO Symposium Amani 
Kandil spoke on the train- 
ing needs of NGOs. 

She remarked chat there 
were about 100,000 NGOs 
in toe Arab World, but 
“they are not distributed 
evenly. In Egypt alone, 
there are 15,000 NGOs, 
compared to the 700 NGOs 


in Jordan.” 

Since the 90's. NGOs 
have gained more impor- 
tance and more attention is 
being put on NGO capaci- 
ty-building, which means 
the training, networking, 
researching and creation of 
a database on NGOs in toe 
region. Dr. Kandil told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

According to Anna Man- 
sour. a consultant and train- 
er at IMTI, capacity-build- 
ing “is toe ability of indi- 
viduals and organisations to 
perform functions and mis- 
sions effectively, efficient- 
ly, and in a sustainable 
manner.” 

She told participants that 
there should be basic strate- 
gic elements for capacity- 
building and a specific 
process to be followed. In 
an interview with toe Jor- 
dan Times, she stressed toe 
need for toe involvement of 
civil society in develop- 
ment to ensure its sustain- 
ability. 

“The purpose of develop- 
ment is to offer people 
more options,” she elabo- 
rated and concluded by say- 
ing “we have to weave 
development around peo- 
ple, not people around 
development.” 


begins 

AMMAN (Petra) — At Sun- 
day’s opening session of a 
four-day symposium mark- 
ing Teachers Day, Minister of 
Education and Higher Edu- 
cation Munther Masri said 
toe ministry is pursuing 
efforts to improve the social 
and living conditions of Jor- 
danian teachers and provide 
them with higher academic 
qualifications. 

Suleiman Rihani, dean of 
educational sciences at the 
University of Jordan, 'which 
is hosting the symposium, 
said the meeting is dedicated 
to discussing the implemen- 
tation. of recommendations 
by the United Nations Educa- 
tional Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) and 
the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO). 

The 37 delegates from nine 
Arab states, in addition to a 
number of regional and inter- 
national organisations, will 
examine programmes for 
qualifying teachers, improv- 
ing social and economic con- 
ditions of teachers in the Arab 
region, introducing pro- 
grammes for raising toe qual- 
ifications of teachers, issues 
connected with teachers’ 
training courses, and other 
relevant topics, Dt Rihani 
said. 

The minister stated dial 
teachers already receive pro- 
fessional allowances, special 
privileges with regard to 
housing, social security bene- 
fits, and opportunities to 
wo± abroad, especially in 
the Arab Gulf countries. 

In accordance with the 
General Education Law, hun- 
dreds of teachers are being 
offered training courses at 
Jordanian universities ea c h 
year to obtain at least toe BA 
degree, which is a prerequi- 
site for teaching, he said. 

UNESCO representative 
Abdul Qader A trash said the 
organisation is committed to 
helping improve the training 
programmes, improving toe 
working and Irving condi- 
tions of teachers, and encour- 
aging teachers to be involved 
in the deci ri on - making 
process in educational fields. 

De Atrash urged govern- 
ments, municipalities, and 
other concerned organisa- 
tions involved in education to 
recognise and show apprecia- 
tion of the important work of 
teachers and provide assis- 
tance to enable toem to cany 
out their mission. 

The dele gat es, all educa- 
tors, represent Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt, Syria, 
Tunisia, Lebanon, Iraq, 
Palestine, and a number of 
organisations. 


PLAY 

* Children’s play "Shahrour and Traf- 
fic Rules” at toe Royal Cultural Centre 
at 10:00 a.m. (daily until Ocl 16). 

LECTURE 

* "Interacting With Poetry” by 
Nicholas Linfield at the British Council, 
Jabal Amman at 5:00 p.m. 

DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER ‘97 

FESTIVAL 

* Graphics by Rafa Nasin of Iraq, 
Ziad Datioul of Syria, and Najia Mehad- 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


ji at the South HalL 

* Paintings by Jordanian am si 
Mohammad Qailoka at the Middle Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, and paintings 
by Jordanian artist RajwaAli. 

* Works by contemporary Arab artists 
at the Blue House. 

* Paintings by children of Zarqa 
reflecting on the problem of pollution at 
the Byzantine church. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Japanese pottery exhibition by So&i 


Obiya at toe Roy 
until Ocl 9. 

* Exhibition of pautin^^ Weaving) 
entitled “Murmurs of Our Land 1 * byJ 
Rihan Ghassib andBamHanrida-arBani 
Hamida House (Tel. 658896/7), ' hu£L| 
Ocl 30. 

* Exhibition of Catalan masters of thej 
20 to century entitled “Aura Mediteirk- 
nia” at the Jordan National Gallery of] 
Fine Arts, until Ocl 28 (except Tues- 
days). 

* Quill exhibition “Piecing It Togeth- 
er” by Ms. Virginia Harris at toe Amen-, 
can Centre, Abdoun, until Ocl 20. 


By Rana Husserni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court Sunday sen- 
tenced a 23-year old to a 
one-year prison term after 
being found guilty of 
belonging to an illegal 
party. 

Jubra’il Hassan, who was 
originally sentenced to a 
two-year term for belong- 
ing .to die Hizb Al Tahrir 
(Liberation Party), had his 
sentence reduced by toe 
court tribunal to one year 
“because be is young and 
deserves a second chance.” 

The military tribunal, 
which was headed by Judge 
Colonel Yousef Faouri and 
Judges Aref Syouf and 
Salem Saoudi, also convict- 
ed Mr. Hassan of distribut- 
ing illegal pamphlets in 


several mosques in Amm an 
and sentenced him to one 
month in prison. 

Mr. Hassan. a Hitteen 
camp resident in Amman, 
had pleaded not guilty to 
both charges. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Mr. Hassan was a 
member of toe illegal party 
between May and October 
1994, and “during this five- 
month period, he distrib- 
uted 20 pamphlets in toe 
name Hizb Al Tahrir.'' 

“The pamphlets talked 
about toe peace process 
with Israel and described 
toe Arab leaders as traitors 
and called on the Arab 
Nation to say its word,” 
court documents said, quot- 
ing the seized pamphlets. 

Hizb Al Tahrir is an out- 
lawed fundamentalist group 
that does not recognise any 


existing Arab or Muslim 
regime. It calls for estab- 
lishing a caliphate-style 
Islamic state. 

One of its members, 
spokesperson Atta Abu 
Rishteh, was sentenced by 
toe same court in February 
1996 to a three-year impris- 
onment term after he was 
found guilty of slandering 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and for his affiliation with 
toe illegal party. 

Also Sunday, toe State 
Security Court sentenced 
two men to prison terms 
with hard labour after being 
found guilty of distributing 
illegal drugs in May of this 
year. 

The military tribunal sen- 
tenced Farid Ahmad, 26, to 
a seven and one-half year 
prison terra with hard 
labour and was ordered to 


pay JD500 in fines after 
being found in possession 
of Indian cannabis. 

Mr. Ahmad originally 
received a 15-year prison 
term and was ordered to 
pay JD 10.000, but toe mili- 
tary court decided to reduce 
the punishment because “he 
is young and supports a 
family." 

Sal ah Ahmad. 25. was 
sentenced to three years 
and nine months for com- 
plicity in distributing toe 
‘drugs. 

Both men were arrested 
on May 13 while attempt- 
ing to sell toe cannabis to 
undercover agents in toe 
Hashemi Al Sbamali area. 

Mr. Ahmad’s verdict will 
be reviewed automatically 
by toe Court of Cassation 
within 30 days. 


Women leaders return from training course in Isrnel 


By a Jordan Times . 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Around 30 
Jordanian women leaders 
concluded a three-week 
training course in Israel 
last week on “Women’s 
Leadership and Social 
Contribution,” according 
to Israeli embassy offi- 
cials. 


The event was a continu- 
ation of a previous training 
course that was organised 
by toe International Divi- 
sion of toe Israeli Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, which 
is affiliated with Histadrut 
(Israel Trade Union), 
according to Israeli 
Embassy Spokesperson 
Roey Gilad. 

“This event which con- 


cluded on Sept. 29, is pan 
of toe bilateral relationship 
between Jordan and 
Israel,” Mr. Gilad told toe 
Jordan Times Sunday. 

The women leaders,' who 
came from voluntary 
organ! sati ons in Jordan, 
were trained by Israeli 
women to take leadership 
positions for a larger 
social contribution, he 


added. 

He added that future 
training programmes will 
include Jordanian trainers 
as well. 

Similar training, courses 
were organised by toe 
International Division in 
cooperation with toe Inter- 
national Division for 
Palestinian and Egyptian 
citizens, Mr. Gilad said. 


Tight race expected for minority 
candidates in upcoming elections 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minority 
seats in toe next Parliament 
are expected to be hotly 
contested, with popular per- 
sonalities competing 
against each other in many 
districts. 

Judging from toe election 
publicity campaigns that 
many of toem have already 
launched in the local press, 
nearly 80 candidates will 
compete for the 12 seats 
allocated in Parliament to 
religious and ethnic minori- 
ties. 

As preliminary reports 
estimated that a total of 
mare than 700 candidates 
will run for toe 80 Lower 
House seats, toe ratio of 
candidates per minority 
seat could be lower than die 
natio nal ratio of candidates 
per Muslim seats, which 
could be more than ten to 
one. 

According to the 1986 
Elections Law, nine seats 
are allocated to Christians 
(one seat each in Amman 
Third District, Madaba, 
Iibid, Ajloun, and Zarqa, 
and two seats each in Karak 
and toe Balqa Gover- 
noratc), and three seats to 
Ckcassians/Ch e cb e ns (one 
seat each in Amman Third 
District, Amman Fifth Dis- 
trict, and Zarqa). 

As candidates’ official 
registration procedures will 
start on Oct. 10 and last 
until Ocl 13, toe official 
candidates 1 list will be 
available only next week, 
but most competitors for 
the minority seats in the 
next Parliament have 
already begun toeir cam- 
paigns. 

In Amman’s Third Dis- 
trict, toe only woman 
deputy of the previous 12th 
Parliament, Toujan Faisal, 


is expected to defend her 
Circassi an/Chechen seat 

from former ambassador 
NayefMoulah. 

Mr. Moulah, who 
resigned this week from his 
post as head of toe Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment in order to run in toe 
elections, will also have to 
compete with another esti- 
mated five candidates, 
including Ahmad Shabso. 
who already tried his hand 
in toe electoral race in 
1989. 

Also in Amman's Third 
District, the other minority 
seat, toe Christian one. is 
expected to be fiercely con- 
tested among three candi- 
dates who may enjoy large 
support: Emily Naffa 1 , a 
civil and women’s rights 
senior activist, former 
deputy and Secretary Gen- 
eral of toe Jordanian Arab 
Ba'ato Socialist Party 
Khalil Haddadin, and Farah 
Rabadi, the candidate of toe 
National Constitutional 
Party (NCP), who was 
Ajloun Christian deputy in 
tire previous Parliament 

Though these appear to 
be toe favourites, due to 
toeir long-standing involve- 
ment in politics and social 
activities, Mr. Haddadin 
said he expected seven can- 
didates to officially register 
in toe race for his former 
seat 

In Amman’s Fifth Dis- 
trict, former Minister of 
Supply Munir Sobar will 
have to defend his Cirtass- 
i an/Chechen seat not only 
from Leyla Faisal, sister of 
Toujan Faisal, but from his 
own family members, since 
two of his cousins. Khalil 
and Mouloud Sobar, have 
also decided to run for Par- 
liament. 

Though Mr. Sobar told 
the Jordan Times that he 
was very optimistic on his 


chances of being re-elected, 
Ms. Faisal has already start- 
ed an aggressive campaign, 
centred on fighting poverty, 
by introducing protectionist 
economic reforms, control- 
ling the privatisation 
process, and repealing toe 
recent government decision, 
to allow foreigners to own 
land in toe Kingdom. 

Bassam Haddadin, who 
was elected in 1993 under 
the ticket of -toe leftist 
Hashd, but will run this 
year with toe social democ- 
rats of the Jordanian Union- 
ist Democratic Party 
(JUDP), will have to defend 
his Zarqa. Christian seat 
against two doctors, both 
running independently: 
Tayseer Amman and Maht 
Qussous. 

According to Arabic press 
reports on toe situation in 
Zarqa, around ten candi- 
dates may compete for the 
Circassian/Chechen seat in 
that district Among them, 
those who have unequivo- 
cally announced their inten- 
tion to run are: former 
deputy and Minister Abdul 
Baqi Gammo, Mohammad 
Taha Arslan, Nadmi Jafar, 
Kamel Ramadan. Abdul 
Jalil Abu Bake, Ahmad 
Berfas, Mansour Sefeddin 
Murad, and Ahmad Mousa 
Adel. 

In Madaba, outgoing 
Christian Deputy Samih 
Farah said he decided not to 
run “to give younger people 
from my same tribe and 
dose to my political views 
a chance to be elected.” 

According to Mr. Farah, 
there are lat least slx new 
candidates for toe Madaba 
Christian seat, and they are 
all looking to me for sup- 
port." 

However, he said he will 
not announce which one he 
will support “until mid- 
October,” when registration 


procedures will have been 
completed. 

Though Mr. Farah 
declined to name toe aspir- 
ing Madaba Christian 
deputies, local press reports 
have mentioned as possible 
candidates Nashahat 
Hamameh. Shafiq 

Zawaideh, Shouqi Karad- 
sbeh, Suheil Twal, Nadeem 
TwaL and Mousa Bajali. 
Local political commenta- 
tors have indicated Mr. 
Zawaideh as the favourite. 

In Karak, veteran leader 
of toe JUDP Issa Madanat 
will run for toe Christian 
seat against, among others, 
Kamel Madanat and 
Ibrahim Hijazin. Both for- 
mer Karak Christian 
deputies in the 12th Parlia- 
■ment, Nazih Ammarm and 
Hani Hij azin, are also 
expected to join the race. 

Addressing the two main 
issues of urbanisation and 
unemployment, Marwan 
Andrews, a “new face” in 

the 1997 elections, has 
started an aggressive cam- 
paign for Irbid’s Christian 
seat 

Local political commen- 
tators expect that toe 45- 
year old lawyer will pose a 
serious threat to the re-elec- 
tion of former deputy 
Nader Abu Sha’ar, who 
served as c hairm an of toe 
Labour and Social Devel- 
opment Lower House 
Committee in toe 12th Par- 
liament 

Former Minister S amir 
Kawar, who has been elect- 
ed Balqa Christian deputy 
twice, will also ran again 
this year in the same dis- 
trict. 

It is stiff unclear who else 
will run for Mr. Kawar’s 
former seat, but he said he 
expected other six competi- 
tors to join toe race. 
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Milosevic faces possible 
rebuff in two elections 


BELGRADE (AFPj — 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic was 
facing a double rebuff by 
voters Sunday as low 
turnout threatened a presi- 
dential vote in Serbia and an 
arch rival looked set to win 
a separate presidential bal- 
lot in Montenegro. 

Sunday’s voting was tak- 
ing place in the two 
republics that make up the 
Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, Serbia, and its 
tiny southern neighbour, 
Montenegro. Voter disillu- 
sion among Serbia’s 10 mil- 
lion-strong population how- 
ever is widespread and a 
boycott has been called for 
by 12 main opposition par- 
ties. 

Early turnout for the sec- 
ond-round contest between 
Milosevic-ally and the 
favoured candidate, Zoran 
Lilac and extreme national- 
ist Vojislav Seselj, appeared 
low. 

Unofficial estimates said 
that by 11:00 a.m. (0900 
GMT), some four hours 
after voting started, only 
around 10 per cent of regis- 
tered voters had turned up 


to vote. The booths close at 
8.00 p.m. 

The poor start to the day 
points to a turnout below 50 
per cent which would inval- 
idate the vote, forcing a 
fresh election some 60 days 
after Serbia’s new parlia- 
ment sits in the coming 
weeks. 

Some observers even sug- 
gest that achieving a turnout 
of more than 50 per cent is 
impossible since both can- 
didates must attract the 
votes of nearly a million 
more people than those who 
backed them in last week- 
end's first round. After cast- 
ing his vote in a Belgrade 
residential area, Mr. 
Milosevic appealed to vot- 
ers to “come out to the polls 
in large numbers and ... give 
support to Lilic, that is, to 
the politics of peace and 
development” 

Mr. Seselj. a far-right sup- 
porter of a “Greater Serbia,” 
also urged a high turnout 
Sunday saying that with the 
‘'victory of the radicals, 
there will be no possibility 
of Serbia kneeling before 
any Western power." 

Among the opposition 


parties boycotting the vote 
is the Democratic Party of 
Zoran Djindjic, who was 
ousted as mayor of 
Belgrade in controversial 
circumstances last week. 

Mr. Djindjic, who urged 
voters to boycott last week’s 
voting as well, said he want- 
ed a new presidential elec- 
tion “which would take 
place in fair and honest con- 
ditions.” 

| While doubts surround the 
success of the vote in 
Serbia, Mr. Milosevic faces 
a different problem in 
Montenegro where an inde- 
pendent-minded opponent 

L the favoured candidate 
ong the republic's 
460.000 registered voters. 

I Victory for Prime 
Minister Milo Djukanovic, 
[35, would be a slap in the 
face for Mr. Milosevic, 
[whose dose ally in the race, 
the 41-year-old President 
Momir BuJatovie, is the 
other main candidate. 

Though both are members 
of the Montenegrin ruling 
Democratic Socialist Party 
(DPS), the former 
Communists, they head 
rival factions within the 



Pope John Panl II waves to Catholic pilgrims during a drive through the streets of 
Rio de Janeiro after celebrating mass (Reuter photo) 

Pope calls abortion 
shame of humanity 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Pope John Paul thundered 
against abortion Saturday, 
urging Roman Catholics 
to fight what he called an 
abominable crime and the 
shame of humanity. 

The Pope, on the penul- 
timate day of a trip to 
Brazil, used some of the 
strongest words he ever 
has against the practice in 
an address before more 
than 100,000 people at a 
rally for family rights at 
the Maracana stadiums in 
Rio de Janeiro. 1 

“May the abominable 
crime of abortion, shahie 
of humanity, not condemn 
the unborn to the most 
unjust execution — that of 
the most innocent human 
beings," he said. 

The Pope appeared to be 
holding up well since he 
arrived Thursday to pre- 
side over an international 
family rights gathering. 

“He is healthy and in 
good spirits,” chief 
Vatican spokesman 
Joaquin Navarro- Vails 
told reporters. 

At the Saturday night 
stadium event, the Pope 
conjured up the memory 
of Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, the nun know as 
“The saint of the gutters” 
who died last month after 
a life of service to the 
poorest. 

Like the Pope, the Nobel 
Peace Prize winner was 
stridently anti-abortion 
and the Pontiff called on 
her frequently to attend 
church rallies against the 
practice. She had hoped to 


attend the Rio rally. 

“How many times did 
we hear Mother Teresa’s 
lips proclaim the priceless 
value of life from the 
moment of conception in 
the maternal womb 
the Pope said. 

“Death has silenced 

those lips but Mother 
Teresa’s message in 

favour of life continues to 
be more vibrant and con- 
vincing than ever,” he told 
the crowd after listening 
to couples speak of their 
problems and hopes. 

A light show trans- 
formed the sradium, usu- 
ally a temple to soccer, 
into a virtual cathedral as 
simulated stained glass 
windows appeared before 
the Pope as he delivered 
his attack on abortion. 

Brazil is in the throes of 
a debate over whether 
abortion should be made 
more readily available. 
The powerful church in 
the world’s largest 
Catholic country is 
opposed to a bill that 
would make it easier for 
women to obtain abor- 
tions in cases of rape or if 
their health is in danger. 

The abortion debate has 
even involved the coun- 
try’s first lady. Ruth 
Cardoso, who was quoted 
by newspapers Thursday 
as saying the Pope should 
not seek to influence the 
debate. 

The Pope also told the 
crowd that a society that 
neglected its young was 
“inhuman and irresponsi- 

Kla »’ 


Abandoned children, 
known as “meninos de 
rua” (street children) are a 
major problem in big 
Brazilian cities, where 
they have sometimes 
become the target of right- 
wing death squads. 

“Households that do not 
fully educate their chil- 
dren, who abandon them, 
commit a very grave 
injustice for which they 
will have- to account 
before the tribunal of 
God,” he said. 

During the trip to Brazil, 
he has also condemned 
divorce and issued a 
veiled condemnation of 
homosexual marriages. 

Earlier Saturday the 
Vatican firmly denied a 
German newspaper report 
that claimed it was talking 
to a German surgeon 
about carrying out an 
operation on the Pope. 

“The cited doctor ... has 
never visited the holy 
father,” spokesman 
Navarro- Vails said. 

“The hypothesis that is 
being referred to — surgi- 
cal operation to correct a 
functional insufficiency of 
the right hip — has never 
been taken into considera- 
tion,” he added. 

The Pope has walked 
with difficulty since 1994, 
when he underwent 
surgery to replace a thigh 
bone broken in a fall. 
There has been repeated 
speculation in recent 
years that he needed 
another operation because 
the first one was not a 
complete success. 
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party. 

Mr. Bulatovic heads the 
“conservative” wing, which 
gives unconditional support 
to Mr. Milosevic, while Mr. 
Djukanovic leads a 
“reformist” wing which 
recently split with the out- 
going president 

Mr. Djukanovic is a strong 
critic of Mr. Milosevic who 
he has accused of dragging 
Montenegro into the mire 
alongside Serbia which 
laboured under international 
sanctions during the war in 
Bosnia and still struggles 
with a sick economy. 

Victory f° r two allies 
is crucial. To ensure the 
continuation of his 10-year- 
rule of the region, Mr. 
Milosevic has to strengthen 
the powers of the Yugoslav 
presidency, something that 
could be difficult if he does 
not get compliant presidents 
ip Serbia and Montenegro. 

Mr. Milosevic recently 
quit the presidency of 
Serbia after the maximum 
of two successive terms and 
secured his election as head 
of the Yugoslav Federation 
with support in the federal 
parliament. 

N. Korea 
denies 
report of 
1 million 
f amin e 
death 


TOKYO (R) — North 
Korean official media 
has denied a report in a 
Hong Kong daily that 
more than a million peo- 
ple had died of hunger 
in the Stalinist state. 

“No one doubts that 
the press speculation is 
a product of the (South 
Korean) ‘agency for 
national security plan- 
ning’ to hurl mud at the 
northern half of Korea,” 
Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) report- 
ed Saturday night. 

In a report last 
Tuesday, the South 
China Morning Post 
quoted North Korean 
refugees as saying that 
at least a million people 
have starved to death in 
the country. 

The following day the 
paper cited a north 
Korean military officer 
as saying people were 
turning to cannibalism 
to survive the famine 
and that authorities in 
the reclusive state had 
executed people for sell- 
ing human flesh. 

“The recent false pro- 
paganda is designed to 
tarnish the image of the 
northern half of Korea,” 
KCNA said, without 
mentioning the reports 
of cannibalism. 

North Korea’s famine 
was caused by severe 
floods in 1995 which 
destroyed arable land, 
fertiliser stores and irri- 
gation systems. 

According to Russia's 
ITAR-TASS news 
agency, North Korea’s 
de facto head of state 
Kim . Jong-11 last month 
acknowledged his coun- 
try's food shortages. 

In a report last Friday, 
TASS said an activist of 
Russia’s Communist 
Party, Oleg Shenin, held 
talks with Mr. Kim on 
Sept. 2 during a three- 
week trip to North 
Korea. 

Mr. Shenin told TASS 
that Mr. Kim had 
described North Korea’s 
economic conditions as 
“complicated, especial- 
ly the food situation, 
after two years of floods 
and this summer’s 
drought.” 










Former Yugoslav President and presidential candidate Zoran Lilic (right) adjusts his 
watch after voting during the second round of Serbian presidential elections in 
Belgrade (Reuter photo) 

Nepali ex-premier bids to 
form centrist government 


KATHMANDU, (R) — 
Nepal’s RPP party, which 
helped to topple its own 
splinter faction in a no-con- 
fidence motion, is set to 
head a centrist coalition to 
replace the outgoing 
Comm unist-do minaied 
government, party officials 
said Sunday. 

Ex-premier Surya 

Bahadur Thapa. president 
of the Rastriya Prajatantra 
Party (RPP), was expected 
to make a formal bid to 
form the government in 
place of arch-rival 
Lokendra Bahadur Chand, 
also of the RPP, who was 
voted out Saturday. 

‘‘RPP will stake a claim to 
form the government with 
the support of the Nepali 
congress,” RPP General 
Secretary Prakash Chandra 
Lohani told Reuters. 

Mr. Thapa Jed 14 of the 
RPP’s 20 deputies in join- 
ing the centrist Nepali 
Congress Party to vote out 
Mr. Chand, who had him- 
self only replaced a con- 
gress-led coalition in 
March. 

Congress Party officials 
confirmed that an agree- 
ment had been reached with 
the RPP to help Mr. Thapa 
to form the new govern- 
ment, the Himalayan king- 
dom’s fourth since a mid- 
term election in 1994 pro- 


duced a hung parliament 
Mr. Thapa is considered a 
liberal within the RPP. 

Congress has 83 seats in 
the 205-member House of 
Representatives, the lower 
house of parliament. 

The Nepal Sadbhavana 
Party (NSP) with its three 
deputies, which quit Mr. 
Chand’s government, and 
some independent members 
of parliament who helped to 
vote Mr. Chand out are also 
likely to join the new gov- 
ernment as junior partners, 
Mr. Lohani said. 

King Birendra has given 
parties until 6 p.m. (1215 
GMT) Monday to stake a 
claim to parliamentary 
majority. 

Officials said the new 
prime minister would be 
named soon after the dead- 
line. and the government 
would be swom in Tuesday. 

■ “It will be a (new) govern- 
ment to provide the people 
of Nepal security and new 
trust for dynamic develop- 
ment... and values of neutral 
bureaucracy,” one RPP offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Thapa and Mr. Chand 
were both prime ministers 
during the partyless pan- 
chayat system which lasted 
from 1961 to 1990 in which 
the king enjoyed absolute 
powers. 

They formed the RPP 


after the system was dis- 
carded by a popular move- 
ment jointly launched by 
congress and the 
Communists which estab- 
lished multi-party democra- 
cy in the world’s only 
Hindu kingdom. 

Mr. Chand led his RPP 
splinter group in March to 
topple the previous con- 
gress-led government with 
the support of the S9-seat 
Communist United 

Marxist-Leninist (UML) 
Party. 

Nepal liberalised its econ- 
omy in 1992 and has priva- 
tised 14 state-owned corpo- 
rations as part of its eco- 
nomic reform drive. 

But diplomats and busi- 
nessmen say the frequent 
changes in government are 
hampering etfmomic activi- 
ties and may hit investor 
confidence. 

'There is always a mini- 
storm here and the dust 
never settles," said Padma 
Jyoti. chairman of the Jyoti 
groups of industries and 
business companies. 

One of the world’s 10 
poorest countries with per 
capita income barely 
totalling $200, Nepal 
receives more than 60 per 
cent of the cost of its eco- 
nomic development from 
Western donors. 


IFP defector to reveal Zulu party’s 
covert military activities — report 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — A senior defector 
from the Zulu nationalist Inkatfia Freedom Party 
(IFP) will reveal to South Africa's tmth commis- 
sion details about the party’s covert paramilitary 
acts, despite tears for his safety, a report said 
here. 

Walter Relate, a former right-hand man in 
' Mangosuthu Bulhelezi's IFP, has been taken to a 
secret “safe bouse" by the IFFs chief rival. 
President Nelson Mandela’s ruling African 
National Congress (ANC), Johannesburg’s 
Sunday Independent said. 

Mr. Frigate was preparing a lengthy submis- 
sion to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission about the EFP’s paramilitary appa- 
ratus, including a “dear picture” of its role in the 
“evolution of the climate of violence,” the news- 
paper said. 

“I am aware of the need for the truth commis- 
sion to have as rounded and as clear a picture as 
possible of the evolution of the climate of vio- 
lence and I think I can play some role in provid- 
ing — this understanding,’' Mr Felgate said. 

The ANC had stepped up security around Mr. 
Felgate — who defected to the ruling party in 
August — following a mysterious burglary at his 
home in the IFP’s KwaZulu-Natal stronghold of 
Ulundi, the newspaper aided. 

The truth commission, which is probing 
crimes committed by all sides of the apartheid 
struggle from 1960 to 1994, has subpoenaed Mr 
Felgate to testify 
about two of the “‘Vf, 

ifps 1980s mpmmoit 

paramflitary ■>. " “ • '* . ■'L- 
training camps PffiihKMARlf 2BURG , S< 
in northern violence J^skjfeople de 
KwaZulu-NamL RwaZjuki^a^ th« 

Ml Felgate is ■ Sout^^^^^Natiopal,^ 
believed to have Schrehiler ^(ffour at^ksL 
left the Zulu 

nationalist party al months crfprrfiut^lurnjofl 
with more than '■ -arrested a 


seven tonnes of around I j Saturday and found thefirst dead 

documents, of spent cartridges from Xalashnikov. 

some of which and R^Igtt^Sc rifles, Ml Schreuder saidr J j 

date back more gflHxiy qt^omng^faem, ii]ore reports cany 

than 20 years, in^bf sr^^ to invesfigate and found five 

the Sunday ' h) ; different areas in the Richmond area,” he told 

Independent / ' . . ■' 4 - ' 

said. which, resulted: in dozens of 'deaths and 

The defector iquri^d^mgSte'nr^ months of 1997, abated m mid-September, 
confirmed he foltowipfftner^rest of a former local African National Congress 
had left wife a on 18 murder charges.^ 


“large quantity" of papers — which Butfaelezi 
has claimed were stolen — and deposited them 
at a university library in the KwaZulu-Natal port 
city of Durban, the newspaper said. 

The papas were now effectively in the cus- 
tody of the truth commission, official Richard 
Lyster said, although Ml Buthetezi has demand- 
ed their immediate return. 

Supporters of the IFP have waged an on-off 
undeclared civil war with the ANC since 1980, 
resulting in around 20.000 deaths on all sides of 
the conflict 

For some years, the IFP received financial and 
logistical support from elements within the for- 
mer apartheid regime, which upheld white- 
minority rule until 1994, according to press 
reports and testimony from ex-policemen and 
military men. 

Mr. Frigate will testify to the truth commission 
behind closed doors, although he is expected to 
complete a manuscript — believed likely to 
cause some embarassmeut to Ml Buthelezi — 
for publication by next July, the newspaper sa id 
The manuscript will record “the rise and fell of 
the IFP as a national political player," the Sunday 

Independent added. 

Mr. Buthelezi is leader of the IFP and Home 
Affairs Minister in Mandela's national unity 
government, which includes the IFP as a minor 
player 

Besides revealing covert military activities, the 
documents 

believed to 

s -r * contain the 

'PffilHSMAWIZBURG, South Africa, (AFP) -r A new wave of minutes of 
violence l^skjfeople dead overnight Saturday in volatile a 1979 

**■“ military said Sunday. , j ■ meeting ■ 
tefeoce ; . Force spokesman Frans between 

e Safordayshattereda 0 to Mr. 

midlands region, followmgsever- Buthelezi 

the SAPAnews agency reported, and the 

bt the military, received -a report ANC 

• Saitiirday when he 

poit cartridges, from “ K al a shnikov.' was an ally 
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ent to investigate and found five party _ 
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Australian 
premier $ 

unveils 
new-look gi vf 

ministry pk ‘ 

CANBERRA (R) _ 

Australian Prime Ministr 
John Howard announced 
major changes to his minisfcj. 
ial team Sunday after a dam- 
aging parliamentary travel 




three ministers from office. 

The biggest loser in fte 
reshuffle, designed to reinvig- 
orare Mr Howard’s team 12 
months out from the expected 
date of die next election, was 
Amanda Vanstone. who was 
replaced as employment and 
education minister by her for- 
mer deputy David Kemp. 

The employment portfolio is 
seen as one of the most critical 

cabinet posts in the lead-up to 

the next election, due at the lat- 
est by mid- 1999 but widely 
expected late next yean 
The jobless rate has Men 
below 8 5 per cent oily orce 
since Ml Howard’s liberal- 
national coalition won power 
in March 1996 — despite five 
interest rate cuts — and opin- 
ion polls show unen^lqymem 
is the voters’ main concern. 

Ms. Vanstone had voiced 
frustration at her inability so 
reduce jobless Queues, bit 
Me Kemp told reporters he 
thought unemployment would 
come down as business confi- 
dence rises. 

‘These problems are not 
going to be solved overnight, 
but they can be solved,” Me 
K emp said. This government 
has got its eye fixed vexy firm- 
ly cm the ball and it’s going to 
keep it there." 

The government s other key 
economic posts, including (hat 
of treasurer Peter Costeflo, 
remained in the same hands. 

Workplace relations 

Minister Peter Reith was 
given additional responsibili- 
ties for waterfront reform — 
the government is determined 
to break the unions’ grip on the ‘ 
country’s docks — formerly 
part of the transport portfolio. 

National Party backbencher 
Mark Valle was promoted to 
the cabinet post of transport , 
minister, replacing John 

Sharp. 

Ml Sharp resigned on Sept 
24 after it emerged that he had 
secredy repaid almost 

Australian dollars 9,000 
($6,500) in tax-free parlia- 
mentary travel expenses. 

The administrative services 
portfolio, whose previous 

minister David JuU resigned 
lor covering up Ml Sharp's 
repayment, was abolished and 
some of its responsibilities 
were handed to Finance 
Minister John Fahey. 

The third minister who 
resigned, milli onaire Pfcter 
McGauran, saw his science 
and technology responsibili- 
ties handed to John Motxe, 
minister for industry and sci- 
ence. 

Ml Moore hands his day-to- 
day responsibilities fir 
Australia’s hjcrative tourism 
sector to Andrew Thomson, 
who becomes minister fir 
tourism and sport — a key 
post in the run-up to d* 
Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games. 

Ml Thomson, a 36-year-old 
who has spent only two yeao 
in parliament, was the most 
exotic new appointee. Son of 
five-times B ritish open g® 

champion Peta Thomson, Jr 

is also fluent in Mandarin am 
Japanese. 

Under his tourism brief, M* « 
Thomson will be caDed®® 
counter perceptions in As® 
that Australia is becoming a 
more racist country since fj* 
rise of populist Paul® 

Hanson. , 

Attorney-general 1 
Williams was promoted W 
cabinet, while Ms. Van#** 
vras bawled the justice P 0 ^ 
ho under Ml Williams. . 

As Mr. Howard 
his ministry, Labour fi*®" 
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Search 
extended 
for Airbus’ 
elusive 
black boxes 

JAKARTA ( AFP) — Search 
teams were combing a wider 
area Sunday around a crashed 
Garuda Indonesia Airbus in 
search of the missing data and 
voice recorders, vital to deter- 
mining the cause of the 
tragedy, officials said. 

The head of the Indonesian 
Team of Crash Investigators, 
Uroyo Diran, was quoted by 
the Bisnis Indonesia daily Sun- 
day as saying that the likeli- 
hood that the black boxes had 
bear destroyed in the crash 
was “very, very-nrimmaL” 
However, Mr. Diran said that 
it was possible that the records 
contained by die boxes could 
be difficult to decipher. 

‘The latest report this morn- 
ing said that the black boxes 
have not been found yet," 
Garuda Manager Sukoyo said 
from Medan, the western city 
near where a domestic flight 
from Jakarta plunged into a 
smog-shrouded ravine last 
month, killing all 234 people 
onboard 

Ml Sukoyo said that inten- 
sive efforts to locate the data 
and voice recorders, were con- 
tinuing Sunday at the muddy 
valley 30 kilometres form 
Medan, but he could not give 
details. 

“We are going through the 
bits and pieces of die wreck 
and are also combing a wider 
area around the crash site to see 
whether there are parts of the 
aeroplane to be found there,*’ 
an officer at the North Sumatra 
search and rescue office said 
If found, (he black boxes will 
be sou abroad for analysis as 
Indonesia does not have the 
facilities to do so. 

The search efforts, led by Mr. 
Diran, involve hundreds of sol- 
diers and policemen as well as 
air navigation experts, traffic 
control officials, communica- 
tion experts and several experts 
from Airbus Industrie, the 
French-based jet manufacturer. 



Women chanting anti-government slogans lead a street march in the Bangladesh cap- 
ital Dhaka during a countrywide train and road blockade (Renter photo) 

Bangladesh opposition’s call for 
blockade affects transportation 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bangladesh was gripped Sun- 
day morning by an opposition-called road and rail 
anti-government protest, causing transport chaos, 
residents and polio; said 

In the capital Dhaka. 5,000 policemen were 
deployed to maintain order during the right-hour 
blockade called by the main opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP). 

The protest shut major long-distance bus termi- 
nals in Dhaka and the southeastern port ci ty of Chit- 
tagong. 

In Dhaka's Mohakbali long distance bus terminal, 
pro and anti-blockade activists clashed and traded 
home-made bombs late in the morning, witnesses 
said, adding police fired teargas shells to break up 
the fighting. 

Police detained at least seven people after the 
clash, they said. 

In another terminal in eastern Saidabad suburb, 
police arrested several people after fighting broke 
out between rival activists, officials said 

In Chittagong, at least two persons were wound- 
ed by bulkts after supporters and opponents of Sun- 
day's blockade clashed on suburban Oxygen area 
causing brief panic, forcing police to use batons to 
break up clashing groups, a local police official told 
AFP. 

The two suffered non-fatal bullet wounds and 
were sent to hospital he said, adding the violence 
began after a group of anti-strike activists from the 
ruling party's labour front marched to the area and 
dashed with BNP supporters staging a pro-block- 
ade rally. 

Police patrolled the troubled area to prevent fresh 
violence. 

In the port city, buses, trucks and most public 
vehicles stayed off the roads, but hundreds of tricy- 


cle rickshaws and small vehicles operated, residents 
said. 

State-run Bangladesh Railway spokesman Jamil 
Chowdhury said in Dhaka train services were part- 
ly disrupted in the western and northern zones 
where protesters uprooted tracks, set fire to sleeper 
trains and put up barricades. 

But the main Dhaka-Chittagqng line was largely 
unaffected, Chowdhury said, adding police had 
been sent to dear the route's lone barricade near 
eastern Camilla town. 

Sources at die railway here earlier said several 
trains which left stations in Dhaka and Chittagong 
were blocked by opposition activists. 

There were no reports of any immediate violence 
during the protest, but newspapers said several 
crude bombs were detonated late Saturday in dis- 
tricts abend of the blockade causing panic among 
residents. 

The blockade is the fifth public protest led by the 
BNP of farmer Prime Minister Khaleda Zia against 
the 16-month Awami League government of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed. 

The BNP said its protests were against the gov- 
ernment’s “repression on the opposition, its unde- 
mocratic and anti-people acts and subservient for- 
eign policy." The demonstrations are backed by the 
fundamentalist Jamaar-e-lslami party and several 
smaller rightist groups. 

Sheikh Hasina, speaking at a ruling party meeting 
here late Saturday, warned of tough action against 
the “opposition’s negative politics of destruction, 
terrorism and anarchy.’’ newspapers reported. 

Awami League supporters or ganise d several anti- 
strike inarches in Dhaka Saturday alongside oppo- 
sition campaigners drumming up backing for then- 
blockade. 


Afghan opposition claim 
recapture of key ground 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
anri-Taleban forces Sun- 
day recaptured some 
strategic ground to the 
east of the embattled 
northern city of Mazar-i- 
Shaiif Sunday, a 
spokesman claimed. 

“We retook the Hairatan 
T-intersection ” an impor- 
tant junction some 20 
kilometres east of Mazar- 
i-Sharif, said opposition 
spokesman, Ustad 

Mohammad Muhaqeq, an 
official from the anti-Tale- 
ban Hezb-i-Wahdat fac- 
tion. 

Mr. Muhaqeq, contacted 
in Mazar-i-Sharif by satel- 
lite phone, claimed the 
religious militia had been 
pushed back from 
Hairatan junction, more 
than 40 kilometres to the 
east. 

He said the Mazar-i- 
Sharif airport was also in 
the control of the alliance. 

The Afghan Islamic 
Press, a private Pakistan- 
based information agency, 
reported late Saturday 
Taleban officials had 
admitted the capture of the 
airport by the opposition. 

No comment from the 
Taleban officials here or 
an independent confirma- 
tion of the latest opposi- 
tion claim was available. 


On Saturday the anti- 
Taleban fighters broke the 
Taleban siege of their 
northern stronghold by 
cleaning the areas to the 


4 die as 


south and west of the city. 

Independent sources had 
earlier said the road west 
to the town of Balkh, situ- 
ated 18 kilometres to the 



MOSCOW (AFP) — 

40 wounded when Taleban mifitia 
camp in norflreniAf^iamstan, Russian borcleF guaroEipt 
;ed on the Tajik Afghan border said Suq^y.f -^.^P 
, r Tfae bombaidmcnt Satarday. f6ix^i'a^ r gtriUp-jof^« 
refugees to seek ^criraiy with Russian af 'traror~. 

post Of Njjni-Tandj, 200 

fca&ital Dushanbe^ Thrinsands bf .Tajik - 

Afghanistan during the 1992 civil warffi 
' According to the country’s Commission T^-Naflohal; 
Ilecohciliation — grouping represdatatives of 
merit and the armed Islamic opposition winch ; sigc^ta. 1 
ipN^acc deal in June — around 8,000 Tajik, pel^e^ ljapaj^ 
iriAfghanistan,mosf ofthem aLa^ntajac cainp^Sakh^^ 
bright of Saturday ’s bombardmcriL' ; ^ 

• vTFhe UJ'J.’Higb Commission for Refugees (UNHG^^atd; 
Friday that the situation in the camp. near Mazar-^Shm^ 
i^yfrecomihg “mOrc arid mori£^espi^ 

;fTapihitan’s Islamic opposition 

Nuri, said the situation/was wotpong^ and ^ed on^tbe^ 

griygmment tg accelerate- repairiat«oh.L- 

he June peace accord led to ah' hht^^yerofTeto 

The refugee situation is mafle^nieie pre^rjcaiSuby^^ 
campus proximity to Ma^-LSharifT’l 
Westland the scene of frequent Sghtmg. ; The 
Stronghold of Islamic militia 

mlhe Afghan capital KabuL - -s . ..«• '-*■• 
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lo- 


west was fully open to 
both civilian and military 
traffic. 

Mazar-i-Sharif. situated 
310 kilometres north of 
Kabul is the seat of 
Afghanistan's shadow 
anri-Taleban government, 
originally formed October 
last year in the wake of the 
Taleban take-over of the 
capital. 

The Taleban had man- 
aged to reach the outskirts 
of Mazar-i-Sharif later last 
month after their local 
supporters attacked the 
. alliance forces around the 
cily. 

. Mr. Muhaqeq said the 
opposition fighters intend- 
ed to cut off the retreat 
route for the Taleban sol- 
diers in Tashqurghan city, 
60 kilometres to the east 
of Mazar-i-Sharif. 

“On Saturday, around 
2,000 of our fighters 
entered Tashqurghan from 
Samangan province and 
have captured some high 
ground,” he said. 

The Taleban mili tia con- 
trols about two-thirds of 
Afghanistan, including the 
capital, Kabul, which was 
seized by them in Septem- 
ber last year. 


Indonesia 'doing its best to combat blazes' 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Indone- 
sia is doing its best to combat 
the forest and ground fries 
which have choked the region 
with thick smoke. President 
Suharto said Sunday as offi- 
cials claim ed the worst was 
oven 

“We have made whatever 
efforts we are capable of 
mobilising to overcorhe this 
natural disaster,” Mr Suharto 
said in an Armed Forces Day 
speech. 

“Even though progress has 
been made, it is es timate d that 


putting down these fires will 
still take time.” 

In his speech, Mr. Suharto 
also apologised to neighbour- 
ing countries affected by the 
haze, his second international 
apology in less than a month. 

The haze has spread over 
Malaysia, Singapore and parts 
of the PhflippiDes and Thai- 
land, causing serious health 
problems and traffic disrup- 
tions in the region. 

“Indonesia once again 
expresses its deepest apolo- 
gies,” Ml Suharto said. 


New reports show foe num- 
ber of fire spots is era the 
decrease, said Me Sukanfi, 
deputy head of the Envinra- 
mental Impact Control Agency. 

“This heartening news 
comes firm various sides, such 
as data from the satellite imag- 
ing of the NOAA (National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration), reports from 
the National Airspace Institute, 
the meteorology office and 
reports from die provinces,” 
Ml Sukardi was quoted by the 
official Antara Dews agency as 


saying. 

The latest data, covering 
SepL 23 to early October; 
showed fires still burning in 
three provinces on Sumatra 
Island, two provinces in Java, 
three provinces in Borneo aaA 
one province in Sulawesi 

There were a total of 97 fire 
spots detected throughout the 
country, 36 in North Sumatra, 
where an aeroplane crashed in 
duck Tiara mi SepL 26 killing 
all 234 people cot board. 

No comparative figures were 
given. 


The A8's solar panelled sunroof uses the sun's energy lo 
automatically power the air-conditioning whilst the engine is 
off. Thus, guaranteeing a constant flow of air. 

Combined with insulating-glass windows (that reduce heat 
penetration by 30% and UV radiation by 99%), the 1 temperature 
of the AS's interior is reduced by as much as 20°C. 

So you see even the sunroof has been re-defined in the A8. 

The 3.7 and 4.2 Audi AS from Germany. 




One hour under the sun and all that talk of luxury turns into nothing but hot air. 

So here's a breath of fresh air. 

The Audi A8 from Germany. The beginning of a new era. . ^ 

Audi 

Advancement through technology 



To experience the AS please call your Audi dealer for a test drive. MOTOR TRADE CO. LTD. Head Office Marka: 892855 Mahatta; 651351 Safeway: 687388. 
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The culprit must pay price 

IF WE have to interpret the initial response by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and his advi- 
sors to the reckless attempt on the life of Hamas 
leader Khaled Misha’al as being indicative of the 
prime minister's way of thinking then even the com- 
bined efforts of Jordan, the Palestinians, the 
Europeans and the Americans will not save the peace 
process from total failure. 

While Jordan is conducting itself in the best of 
diplomatic manners to avert any fallout of the affair, 
Mr. Netanyahu and bis advisors are beating the 
drums of war and threatening that Israel’s ‘long arm 
wfll reach” Hamas leaders wherever they are. The 
Israeli prime minis ter seems to be determined to 
achieve that goal even if it alienated Jordan, the Arab 
country that has the wannest relations with Israel, 
and Canada, a long-time friend of the Jewish state. 

Of course, we understand that Mr. Netanyahu’s 
advisors are gearing up for the domestic battle that 
their boss is about to engage in to defend himself as 
the prime suspect in the affair. And we also under- 
stand that Mr. Netanyahu has to confront an Israeli 
public that has yet to enjoy the security that their 
leader promised them when he took office last year. 
He also has to defend himself and his government 
against the Israeli left that blames him for the state of 
affairs that the peace process has reached. 

But Mr. Netanyahu’s battle is not only domestic. 
While he might want the Israeli people to believe that 
he was acting in the best of their interest he cannot 
convince the Jordanians, the Palestinians or the 
Americans that by sending his Mossad agents to hunt 
opponents of peace in Arab capitals, he was serving 
the cause of peace that those parties strive to achieve. 
While he might still deceive a minority of Jews in 
Israel and in the U.S., he is already being exposed at 
what he really is: "Someone who does not understand 
what peace is,” as the former Israeli ambassador to 
Jordan. Sbimon Shamir, aptly put it. 

While we respect and trust the will of the Israeli 
people to determine who leads them, we cannot but 
plead with them to punish the culprits who are deter- 
mined to km the vision of peace that the late Yitzhak 
Rabin had when he signed the declaration of princi- 
ples with the Palestinians in Washington in 1993 and 
the peace treaty with Jordan in Wadi Araba in 1994. 

By sending his agents to Amman to assassinate a 
Jordanian citizen, Mr. Netanyahu not only intends to 
reverse the peace-making process on the Palestinian 
track but also to undermine peace- building on the 
Jordanian front For doing so. the Israeli prime min- 
ister must be held accountable and must be made to 
pay the right price. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Dustour's George Haddad criticised the government 
for delaying the announcement of the results of investi- 
gations into the attack on Hamas leader Khaled Misha' 
al saying the public has the right to know all the facts. 
Any observer must be surprised at government state- 
ments saying the assault weapon had not been found 
and claiming there was no evidence yet that the two 
suspects were involved in the assassination attempt on 
Misha'ai. While Canadians have raised a hue and cry 
over the incident because the suspects carried forged 
Canadian passports, and while Israeli political parties 
and other groups are demanding that their government 
account for its actions, Jordan, where the attack was 
perpetrated, is keeping silent about the whole affair 
except to say that the investigations are continuing, said 
Haddad He pointed out that until this hour no compre- 
hensive and detailed statement about this terrorist 
attack has been issued except the information minister's 
claim that it was a mere quarrel between tourists and 
Misha al s men. Definitely, the writer said there is 
nothing in the Wadi Araba peace treaty that stipulates 
that either party should condone the criminal actions of 
the other. 

Al Ra i’s Mahmoud Rimawi said the Israeli-perpetrat- 
ed assassination attempt on the life of Khaled Misha'ai, 
the Hamas leader in Amman, provides evidence that the 
Jewish state's tactics have not changed but follow the 
same pattern in espionage, in acts of terrorism and in 
dealings with other nations. Rimawi said Israel seems 
to have based its policy on undermining other coun- 
tries security and stability as a sure means of guaran- 
teeing its own. With their attempt on the life of 
Misha] al in Amman, the Israeli agents used forged 
Canadian passports and so gave Canada a taste of their 
behaviour towards other countries, the writer said. He 
said Israel had recruited Jonathan Pollard, an American, 
to spy for them in the United States, the strategic ally of 
the Jewish state, and recruited Azzam, an Arab-lsraeli. 
to spy on Egypt, a country with which Israel has con- 
cluded a peace treaty. Rimawi said that instead of apol- 
ogising to Egypt the Israeli leaders have been demand- 
ing that Azzam be released, adding that they could not 
follow a similar policy with the U.S. where Pollard is 
serving a prison term. He said Israel’s dealings with 
different countries follow tactics that are continually 
exposing its evil nature to the world- 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Small is not beautiful 


AMONG THE slogans that have 
made their way into the Jordanian 
economic psyche recently is the 
claim that Jordan should stress the 
development of small and medium 
enterprises to the exclusion of all 
other options. This should not be a 
first-best development strategy for 
Jordan. 

At an economic cooperation and 
development conference in Greece, 
which I attended last week, many of 
the speakers, from the countries of 
the Mediterranean and the Balkans, 
put forth the idea that small business 
creation is the way forward. 
Unfortunately, many people profess 
the same message in Jordan also. 
But one should not listen to those 
seers of what may be the annihila- 
tion of whatever industrial base may 
exist in toe developing world. On toe 
contrary, for long-term productivity 
enhancement resources should go to 
high-tech, knowledge-intensive pro- 
duction. Frankly, let toe small be 
damned, Jordan needs big private 
competitive business. 

Why are small enterprises so 
important? According to some 
logic, small businesses tend to be 
labour intensive; i.e.. the ratio of the 
labour to capital inputs is higher in 
such enterprises than it is in the large 
firms. Therefore, countries with 
labour problems should encourage 
the creation of small businesses 
which tend to employ larger num- 
bers of people and therefore, resolve 
the unemployment problem. Some 
would even argue that toe govern- 
ment should subsidise the creation 
of small businesses. This solution 


should be only considered as a short 
run relief option and not a long-term 
strategy; small enterprises are not 
toe panacea for all economic ills. 

Additionally, such a logic tends to 
camouflage several pertinent points 
that should be considered. First, 
large enterprises with knowledge- 
intensive production tend to be 
labour-intensive, even though they 
hire less physical labour if one is to 
consider toe value of intelligent 
labour (human capital). In other 
words, the labour of smart people is 
worth more than that of the 
unskilled, or unsophisticated labour. 
Thence, large companies that hire 
few highly skilled labour may be 
considered as labour-intensive, 
while small companies that hire 
large numbers of unskilled labour 
may be capital-intensive since toe 
value of the labour input is so low 
due to low quality. 

Which type of labour should be 
focused on? For the long-run skilled 
labour is toe best option. For unem- 
ployment relief in toe short run. 
small enterprise hiring will do. 

Second, small businesses, which 
tend to employ simple technology 
and production methods, do not pro- 
vide the economy with a positive 
externality — indirect benefits to 
others who may learn from new 
techniques and processes. They add 
little to the knowledge of toe popu- 
lation and do not encourage toe dis- 
semination of information. 

Third, small scale production 
tends to have a variegated quality 
which prohibits advanced usage of 
the product especially if the product 


is an input to be used in toe produc- 
tion of other goods and services. For 
example. China in the days of Mao 
Tse-tung, who stressed economic 
self-reliance through labour-inten- 
sive rather than technological 
advanced cooperative agriculture, 
attempted to create a steel home- 
industry. The idea was simple: peo- 
ple would make small amounts of 
steel in their backyards by using 
small, sometimes homemade fur- 
naces. Backyards had furnaces, and 
China was to be rid of dependence 
on the foreign devil. A novel idea? 
Maybe. But toe result was disas- 
trous because no one could ever 
measure, standardise, or sustain toe 
quality of the final product, hence oo 
one could use it in production. 

Fourth, small production offers no 
scale economies — savings in toe 
average cost of toe unit that arise 
from large scale production: a large 
firm that produces a hundred units 
of something would produce these 
units at a lower average cost than 
would a 100 small firms producing 
one unit each. Therefore, efficiency 
losses to toe nation would ensue. 

In other words, one must always 
remember that a small or medium 
business scheme is aimed at short 
run relief to toe poor and not long 
run national prosperity. One must 
always discriminate between first 
and second best solutions. Ideally, 
Jordan would be much better off 
with large firms that produce knowl- 
edge goods and services but until 
then the small and medium will do. 


‘Global languages’ pose no real threat 
to the world’s small languages 


By G wynne Dyer 

IN A time when English has 
become the first and only 
‘global language,” used reg- 
ularly by Koreans to com- 
municate with Danes and 
by Turks to talk to 
Peruvians (bo* in the flesh 
and on the Net), it is reas- 
suring to leam that it is not 
pushing other languages to 
the wall. On the contrary, 
concludes David Dalby of 
the Observatoire 

Linguistique; the world 
contains over 10.000 living 
languages, 5b per cent more 
than previously estimated. 

The smallest of those lan- 
guages have only one or 
two living speakers, and 
will die with them: Bikya, 
for example, is now spoken 
only by one 87-year-old 
woman living near Furu- 
awa on the Caraeroon- 
Nigerian border. But most 
languages have enough 
speakers to carry on forever, 
and the dominance of 
English is no threat at all 

This conclusion runs con- 
trary to almost everything 
that has been said about the 
subject for decades. As long 
ago as 1985, ‘Development 
Forum,” published by the 
United Nations University, 
coined the phrase 'language 
death' — and suggested that 
endangered languages 
needed active conservation 
policies in the same way 


that we protect endangered 
Species of animals. 

But Dalby dismisses toe 
common assertion that one- 
third of spoken tongues are 
in imminent danger of 
extinction as “absolute rub- 
bish”. The only language in 
any danger at all are those 
spoken by very small 
groups of hunter-gatherers, 
and what puts them at risk is 
not ‘global English' but any 
nearby bigger language that 
comes equipped with 
books, schools, and televi- 
sion. 

Dalby should know, for he 


is Welsh, and the institute 
be directs, despite its 
French name, is in Wales. 
Welsh was the very first lan- 
guage to come under pres- 
sure from. English, but half 
a mill e nnium after the 
English conquest of Wales, 
fully one-third of the popu- 
lation can speak Welsh. 
Almost all Welsh-speakers 
are bilingual in English, 
however — and that, Dalby 
reckons, is the dominant 
pattern for the future. 

Until now, amazingly, 
nobody bad done a foil 
compilation of toe world's 
languages and dialects. The 
international network of 
scholars who collaborated 
in toe effort to produce a 
1,600-page register of all 
toe world’s languages never 
suspected that so many lan- 
guages existed, because 
each expert only knew his 
own region. So where do all 
these languages come 
from? 

They come from a past 
before civilisation, when 
language diversity was so 
extreme that every little 
group of a few hundred 
human beings bad its own 
language (as the people of 
the Papua New Guinea 
highland still do). 

There may have been only 
ten million people on the 
planet then, but they would 
have spoken at least 20.000 
different languages. And 


most, like the New Guinea 
hi ghl anders, would have 
spoken a bit of toe neigh- 
bouring groups’ languages, 
too: multilingualism is not 
the exception but toe norm 
in human history. 

Then came civilisation 
and the growth of mass 
societies in which millions 
spoke toe same language. 
Mass civilisation has been 
such a successful phenome- 
non that five millennia later, 
only eight languages 
account for folly half of toe 
world’s people. (In order of 
size, they are: Chinese, 


English, Hindi, Spanish, 
Russian, Ben gali, Arabic, 
and Portuguese.) 

The hundred biggest lan- 
guages account for 95 per 
cent of the world’s people, 
and in some of the longest 
civilised places — the 
Middle East. Europe, East 
Asia — the surviving 
minority languages are 
counted only in the dozens. 
But in most places many 
more ‘little languages” have 
survived: toe United Stares 
and Brazil are home to hun- 
dreds, India and Indonesia 
to over a thousand each. 

Moroever, new technolo- 
gies have lowered toe cost 
of providing books, radio 
and even television service 
to the point where lan- 
guages with only 20.000 
speakers can become per- 
fectly viable mediums of 
communication for modem 
living, especially if they are 
geographically isolated. 

A good example is 
Inuktitut, spoken by 
Canada's Inuit (Eskimo) 
people. The small Inuit 
communities scattered 
across toe vast expanse of 
the eastern Arctic are all 
being given satellite uplinks 
and Internet connections, 
enabling them to talk to 
each other in Inuktitut. to 
access the few thousand 
books that have been writ- 
ten in Inuktitut or translated 
into it. and (if they are bilin- 
gual) to use all the rest of 
toe world's information 
resources as well. 

But that’s the rub: “if they 
are bilingual.” And ‘bilin- 
gual’ actually means bilin- 
gual in English, since 80 per 
cent of what’s on the Net is 
in English. And isn’t 
becoming bilingual in 
English the first step down 
toe road to ’language 
death.’ 

The French certainly 
think so, and launch period- 
ic linguistic pogroms to 
purge their language of 
English loan-words. But 
such paranoia is not justi- 
fied by the evidence: bilin- 
gualism or multilingualism 
was once the natural state of 
human beings, and doesn’t 
necessarily cause language 
loss at all. 

The 300 million people 
who speak the world’s 
9,900 ‘little languages' do 
not need to worry. Most of 
them are already bilingual 
in one of the bigger lan- 
guages, because it helps 
when travelling and gives 
them access to broader 
sources of information. But 
their own languages are not 
in decline. On the contrary, 


desktop publishing, low- 
cost newspaper publishing, 
and cheap broadcasting are 


The hundred 
biggest lan- 
guages account 
for 95 per cent 
of the worlds 
people, and in 
some of the 
longest civilised 
places — the 
Middle East, 
Europe, East 
Asia — the sur- 
viving minority 
languages are 
counted only in 
the dozens . 


dramatically expanding toe 
possibilities for living in 
languages like Basque. 
Assyrian and Inuktitut. 

What’s true of the little 
languages is also true of the 
big ones facing the apparent 
juggernaut of global 

English. The emergence of 
English as the first global 
lingua franca is a remark- 
able phenomenon, but it 
doesn't really threaten any- 
body else. 

The native speakers of 
English number around 450 
million: more than any 
other language except 

Chinese but less than 7 per- 
cent of the world's popula- 
tion. Count those who have 
learned English as a second 
language, however, and the 
total soars to 1 .3- 1 .5 billion, 
far surpassing any potential 
rival. 

A global lingua franca is 
needed in this time when 
everything else is starting to 
work on a global scale, and 
English just happened to be 
toe leading candidate (for 
transient reasons of 
American economic and 
military dominance) at the 
right time. Timing is all. and 
it may now retain this role 
for centuries. 

But there is not a shred of 
evidence to show that 
English threatens the posi- 
tion of other languages in 
their own home markets. 


The only languages in any danger 
at all are those spoken by very 
small groups of hunter-gatherers, 
and what puts them at risk is not 
‘global English’ but any nearby 
bigger language that comes 
equipped with books, schools, and 
television 


Human Rights File 

Right to know 

By Waleed M. Sadi 

WITHOUT FAULTING any particular minister or offi. 
cial, it appears that our authorities have wittingly or unwit- 
tingly stumbled on several occasions in handling the case 
of toe attack on Hamas leader Khaiid Misha'ai last week. 
It is one thing to determine that toe investigation of the 
serious and sensitive Misha’al case must be conducted in 
complete secrecy in order to arrive ai definitive concluJ 
sions, but to have acted in the pursuit of this goal id an 
unprofessional manner is inexcusable. 

There are four different factors related to toe Misha’al 
file: First and foremost is toe internal dimension and how 
Jordanians may perceive and react to the attack on [he 
Hamas leader. Jordanians are no novices when it comes 
to news reports. Armed with a wealth of information from I 
international and regional sources, they must be dealt with 
as a sophisticated audience who are able to sift through 
data and information. This is not to mention the fact that , 
like other Middle Eastern societies. Jordanians are prone 
to believe in conspiracies even on toe basis of rumours and 
allegations. Every effort therefore must have been exert- 
ed to avoid fuelling the conspiracy theory by handling ref- j 
evant information in a more professional manner. 

This was hot toe case with regard to toe Misha'ai case. 
By downgrading toe assassination attempt to insignificant 
proportions right at the very outset, toe rumour mill was i 
needlessly fuelled. For example, one day officials report- 
ed that toe mysterious weapon deployed against Misha’al 
was discovered, then on another day they reported that h| 
suddenly disappeared. Descriptions of toe nature of the' 
attack changed so many times that at toe end one had the 
distinct impression that someone is needlessly doctoring 
or manipulating toe information. 

Wouldn’t it have been infinitely more professional to' 
simply have told the people and toe entire world for that 
matter that an attempt was indeed made on toe life of; 
Misha’al by two or more persons whose identity is being | 
determined and that toe assailants utilised a sophisticated 
weapon of sorts. Jordanians would be toe first to appreci- 
ate toe need for top secrecy in toe conduct of the investi - 1 
gation since the ramifications and implications of foreign 
agents operating in our midst is something that requires 
maximum confidentiality to ensure acceptable results. 
But now that it is out in toe open that Israeli Mossad 
agents carried out the attempted assassination, our author- 
ities must be gradually more forthcoming as events 
unfold. The preliminary investigations must have con- 
cluded from toe onset that Israeli agents were indeed 
behind toe attack. This kind of information should have 
been made public as soon as possible. It is not in our 
national interest to have Canada or even Israel break the 
news and confirm toe Israeli connection before we recog- ! 
nise it ourselves in public. 

Israel has been caught red-handed operating in our coun- 
try in a maimer that suggests that it has been exploiting the 
peace treaty between toe two countries. By having its 
agents roam about toe country in a manner that is most 
hostile to toe Jordanian national interests, Israel has in 
effect undermined toe warm peace that Jordan has accept- 
ed to cultivate. The Jordanian government would be hard 
pressed now ro pursue warm peace with Israel in the after- 
math of the attempt on toe life of a Jordanian national by 
Israeli agents. The Jordanian milieu has been effectively | 
poisoned by tire incident and rendered more hostile to any 
bid to warm up to Israel for fear that moves towards more 
familiarity may lead to additional relaxation in Jordanian 
vigilance. Peace-building has suffered an obvious set- 
back with the perpetration of this Israeli-orchestrated act 
on Jordanian land. 

The third element is the Canadian connection. Ottawa 
has every reason to be perturbed at the use of forged 
Canadian passports by any nation to conduct espionage 
activities and assassinations. If states exploit the 
Canadian nationality so blatantly and arrogantly, this 
would lead to widespread suspicion of every Canadian 
including those holding valid Canadian passports. The 
Canadian image has not only been compromised by 
Israel’s deliberate use of forged Canadian passports but 
has also been irreparably damaged as well especially if it 
turns out that forgery of Canadian passports is a wide- 
spread practice of Israel and other countries. Imgaine for 
a moment that every Canadian abroad has been rendered a 
suspect because Israel made use of Canadian nationality 
as a tool to conduct regional and international espionage. 

The fourth dimension is international in nature. The 
world has every right to rely on Jordan for toe most accu- 
rate and up-to-date information about toe activities of for- 
eign agents against the lives of people in toe country. 
Having conducted ourselves in less than a professional 
manner, we have effectively lost toe initiative to other 
sources of information to act as they saw appropriate. 
Instead of maintaining a grip on the flow of information 
on toe incident, we slowly but surely gave way to other 
nations and news agencies as toe most reliable sources of 
information. In effect we have therefore fumbled and fum- 
bled badly in toe process. This would not have happened 
had we aimed to maintain a greater degree of profession- 
alism in the dissemination of vital data on what tran- 
spired. 


LETTERS 

Another Israeli game 


To the Editor: 


4 


THE ATTEMPTED assassination of a Jordanian citizen 
on toe streets of Amman, by Israeli agents demonstrates 
Israel’s insensitivity to Jordan and to toe peace treaty 
signed between both countries. It shows an alarming 
lack of understanding of basic rules of this part of the 
world. 

For how long will this go on then? And how many 
games will Israel play before it is not too late? 

When Jordan embarked on its foil-fledged pe** 
strategy with Israel, people were geared to reap the div- 
idends. not receive slaps! If these sort of “games'* gp ° a 
unchecked, to undermine that strategy, everyone, oft* 
board including the historical Netanyahu-led goveifl' 
ment should take notice! 

Like a tango or even a real war, a sustainable pea^ 
also takes two, or more! 


P. 


Salim Ayo^ 

O. Box 81^357 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contribud 0 * 15 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
intended for publication should contain the writer ITT 
■name and preferably address as well. Names 
withheld upon request but only under special 
stances. Letters are subject to editing and abridg 'PpT^ 
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Jordan limes, Sunday, October 6, 1997 


After 14 seasons of excavations by a Belgian-led team , 

Lehun, on the Moabite plateau, emerges as one of Jordan’s most important antiquities sites 


fen iwJ. * 


g ft-' *' * 
we * : 


By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ON THE north ridge of 
Wadi Mujjb, a Belgian 
team of archaeologists and 
scientists has conducted 14 
seasons of excavations and 
surveys, in the process 
slowly revealing one of 
Jordan's richest, most dra- 
matic but lesser known or 
visited archaeological sites 

— Lehun, or Khirbei 

Lehun as it is also called. 
The persistent excavations 
have peeled away layer 
after layer of human occu- 
pation and natural deposits, 
to the point today where 
Lehun must be ranked with 
Pella, Petra, Amman 
Citadel and other such sites 
in terms of an almost com- 
prehensive record of the 
story of human civilisation 
in this part of the world. It 
has revealed artefacts or 
architectural remains from 
the prehistoric Stone Age, 
the Neolithic and Chalcol- 
ithic eras, the Bronze and 
Iron ages, the Nabataean. 
Roman and Byzantine peri- 
ods, and much of the 
Islamic era (early Islamic, 
Mameluke-Ottoman, and 
modern). 

Plans to transform the 
site into an archaeological 
park after the year 2000, 
therefore, are appropriate, 
and should be much antici- 
pated by Jordanians and 
international visitors who 
will be able to visit and 
enjoy this very important 
and enjoyable site. 

The work has been 
directed since the early 
19S0s by Dr. Denyse 
Homes-Fredericq, profes- 
sor at the Free University 
Brussels, and head of the 
Near Eastern. Egyptian and 
Iranian sections at the 
Royal Museums of Art and 
History, Brussels, in coop- 
eration with the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities of Jor- 
dan. The work has been 
funded by the Free Univer- 
sity Brussels and the 
NationaaJ Fonds voor 
Wetenschappelijk Onder- 
zoek (National Fund for 
Scientific Research). 

The latest excavations in 
1996 focused on excavat- 
ing and restoring more of 
the important Iron Age I 
town at the very edge of the 
plateau, while also testing 
out consolidation tech- 
niques and continuing geo- 
morphological and bio- 
environmental surveys. 

The site of Lehun is 
located right at the edge of 
the northern plateau of 
Wadi Mujib (the biblical 
Amon River). 80 kilome- 
ters south of Amman and 


seven kilometers east of 
the town of Dhiban (bibli- 
cal Dibon, capital of the 
Moabite King Mesha). The 
site is just a few kilometres 
away from the sites of 
‘Aqraba. and Ara'ir (King 
Mesha’s important mili tary 
fortress mentioned in the 
Bible as Aroer). 

The most visible and per- 
haps the most important 
part of the site comprises 
the Late Bronze/Early Iron 
Age town and the Late lion 
Age fortress, which are 
located at the very southern 
tip of the site, directly 
overlooking the Wadi 
Mujib, though the site had 
been used or even inhabit- 
ed for thousands of years 
before fee Iron Age. The 
earliest evidence for 
human activity ai Lehun 
comprises flint tools from 
the Palaeolithic era (the 
Old Stone Age), dating 
back tens or even hundreds 
of thousands of years 
before around 17,000 BC. 
Pottery shards and flints 
together attest human 
activity at Lehun in fee 
Neolithic and Chalcolithic 
periods (c. 8500-3100 BC), 
when people first lived in 
permanent villages, though 
none are identified yet at 
this site. The earliest evi- 
dence for a settlement at 
Lehun includes unexcavat- 
ed surface architectural 
remains of buildings and a 
possible water reservoir, an 
excavated Early Bronze 
Age 1A (3200-3100 BC) 
family tomb wife fee 
remains of a woman and 
three children, and EB I 
pottery made from local 
clay reinforced with 
crushed land snail shells. 
There is an apparent gap in 
human activity at the site 
after EB I. until the site is 
inhabited in fee Late 
Bronze/Early Iron transi- 
tion period (1300-1000 
BC), when a walled town is 
established here. Its growth 
and prosperity in fee Iron 
Age reflect its political 
patronage, its strategic 
defensive position, and its 
rich climatological posi- 
tion in between Mediter- 
ranean and desert zones. It 
is one of the few known 
fortified settlements from 
this period, and thus 
enriches our knowledge of 
the beginnings of the 
Moabite Kingdom in Jor- 
dan. 

The town was in trading 
contact with Egypt and 
other Mediterranean cul- 
tures (an Egyptian-style 
scarab was determined to 
have been locally made), 
and it shows the earliest 
known examples in Jordan 


Excavated areas of the Late Iron Age fortress (top of photo, with Wadi Mujib in background) and sun Early Iron 
Age house at bottom of photo 


built of local limestone, and 
includes a well preserved 
altar leaning against the 
eastern wall. The temple is 
in some danger from ero- 
sion and activity by human 
beings and animals and 
requires protection mea- 
sures. 

“There definitely was a 
Nabataean settlement at 
Lehun,” Dr. Homes-Freder- 
icq said, “given the plenti- 
ful potteiy shards every- 
where and fee several built 
structures, though we have 
yet to identify any 
Nabataean homes or indus- 
trial structures.” 

The Nabataean settlement 
was probably an agricultur- 
al market town and reli- 
gious centre located along a 
secondary road linked to 
the King's Highway, she 
adds. The Nabataean dam 
in an adjacent natural 
riverbed (wadi) was reused 
in the Byzantine period. 

The Late Roman and 
Byzantine presence (3Td- 
4th centuries AD) includes 
walls that may belong to 
religious buildings (a 
Roman temple?), a cistern 
and many pottery shards. 
The early Is lami c period 
also is represented by walls 
and pottery, perhaps from 
an Umayyad era cara- 
vanserai that was also 
reused in later periods. 

Another gap in occupa- 
tion occurs after the early 
Islamic era, until the site is 
inhabited again during the 
late Mameluke-early 
Ottoman period (15th- 16th 
century), which is repre- 
sented by the remains of 
village houses along an 
apparent street, a fine 
mosque, water pipes, coins 
and distinctive, hand-made 
painted pottery known as 
“Arab-geometric” style. 
The Mameluke mosque, 
excavated in 1987, is a rare 
example of a 15th century 
mosque in this part of Jor- 
dan and requires urgent 
attention to prevent its col- 


lapse. Several Ottoman 
period houses were built 
inside ancient, reused, 
caves and can be restored. 

Another gap in the history 
of the site brings its 
chronology to fee late 19th 
century, when one family 
settled there and gradually 
grew to form the nucleus of 
the modem village at 
Lehun. Some of the original 
19th century houses are still 
standing and in use, but 
others are collapsing. The 
modem village continues to 
grow just as its historical 
antecedents did, in recent 
years adding a mosque, 
school, houses, roads, tele- 
phone and other facilities. 
.The latest addition to fee 
'site has been the Belgian 
dighouse. once again 
repeating the ancient theme 
of the land of Jordan as a 
meeting place of different 
cultural traditions that con- 
tinuously interact and 
enrich one another. 

A survey of water storage 
systems and caves was 
undertaken in 1995 by the 
British scholar Hugh 
Barnes. His work identified 
15 caves/ cisterns, 15 plas- 
tered cisterns (of which 14 
have been used in the past 
decade and 12 are still in 
usable condition), three 
seasonal water collection 
pools, two dams and two 
dam-like systems which 
use walls across wadis to 
trap soil and create terraces 
within the wadi. 

“Lehun is significant for 
its long record of human 
use, abandonment and 
reuse over thousands of 
years,” Dr. Homes-Freder- 
icq said, “and our continu- 
ing excavations and consol- 
idation work aim both to 
learn more about the site's 
past history and to make it 
accessible and enjoyable 
for Jordanians in the 
future.” 


of what are called “pillar 
houses”. Dr. Homes-Fred- 
ericq told the Jordan Times 
in a recent interview here 
that the 1996 excavations 
“confirmed the layout of 
the settlement as a well 
planned, fortified oval vil- 
lage or town with two par- 
allel precinct walls sur- 
rounding the plateau, and 
some perpendicular parti- 
tion walls forming a sort of 
casemate fortification sys- 
tem.” 

The north-west comer 
has been found and com- 
prises houses, suggesting 
that the entrance gate — 
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Three-dimensional hypothetical reconstruction of the Iron Age settlement at Lehun 
(looking approximately towards the north) (Illustration courtesy of Denyse Homes- 

Fredericq) 


not yet identified — is in 
the north-east section, 
where fee fortification 
walls seems to be interrupt- 
ed. Two central open areas 
within the town seem to 
have served some public 
purpose, perhaps related to 
herding, agriculture or 
other practical activities. 
House units seem to lean 
against fee inner town wall, 
and are built on very shal- 
low foundations. Each 
house comprises four to 
seven rooms, sometimes 
including a courtyard. The 
houses are made of locally 
quarried stone, bonded by 
a- mortar consisting of 
earth, clay and small 
stones. Floors are made of 
pebbles, stones, beaten 
earth or a white compact 
clay layer. 

Around 1200 BC, proba- 
bly reflecting fee changing 
political situation in the 
region, fee walled town is 
transformed into a town 
with a large fortress feat 
incorporated some of the 
earlier village houses into 
its configuration. This 
town-and-fortress settle- 
ment lasted throughout the 
rest of fee Iron Age (c. 
1000-bfe century BC). The 
fortress built by fee forces 
of King Mesha, measuring 
some 37 x 43 metres, 
included a casemate fortifi- 
cation wall system, a cen- 
tral courtyard, and watch- 
towers overlooking fee val- 
ley below, fee Dead Sea 
and the southern Moabite 
plateau. Cultural rem ains 
excavated included wheel- 
made pottery (jars, bowls, 
jugs, cooking pots) using 
local clay from. the valley 
below, and other household 
materia] (grinders, pits, 
ovens) feat suggest 
Lehun 's role as a fortified , 
storage facility for fee : 
Moabite kings, Dr. Homes- 
Fredericq said. 

Another gap in human 
occupation appears to 
occur after fee Iron Age, 
until fee site is again used 
during fee Nabataean peri- 
od, some five centuries 
later. The Nabataean pres- 
ence includes a fine little- 
square temple that has been 
restored, pottery shards 
throughout fee site, a dam 
and a tomb. The 6.25- 
square-metre temple was 
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British delegation discusses 
transport, water projects 
with Saket and Haddadin 


By Abdul Sal am Gharaibeb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN —Transport and 
Telecommunications Min- 
ister Bassam Saket met 
Sunday with visiting 
British Minister of Con- 
struction Nick Raynsford 
and said afterwards that 
they discussed railway pro- 
jects and public transport 
issues in addition to the 
projected Aqaba Airport 
and investments in Aqaba 
Port. 

The two sides reviewed 
areas where the British and 
Jordanian private sectors 
can join hands in promoting 
transport sectors in the 
Kingdom. 

Expressing Jordan’s 
appreciation of Britain’s 
past technical assistance to 
Jordan, the minister said: 
“We hope to move from the 
stage of technical assis- 
tance to a stage where the 
two sides can establish a 
partnership in implement- 
ing major investment pro- 
jects that would bolster the 


Kingdom’s economy.” 

During the meeting. Dr. 
Saket noted, the British 
minister and his accompa- 
nying delegation studied 
the railway projects in Jor- 
dan and other transport 
schemes to which Britain 
has been providing techni- 
cal assistance. 

According to the minister, 
Jordan expects investments 
amounting to JD500 mil- 
lion in projects to be 
implemented in the coming 
two years. He pointed out 
that the projected railways 
in the country will alone 
cost nearly Jt) 264 million. 

Referring to railway 
schemes under construc- 
tion, Dr. Saket said the 
country is building the Shi- 
dieh (phosphate mines)- 
Aqaba railway and noted 
that the scheme is part of 
the country’s overall plans 
to promote the exports of 
phosphates and potash 
among other minerals. 

The British minister and 
his delegation also met with 
Water and Irrigation Minis- 


ter Munther Haddadin and 
discussed water projects 
He said later that his visit 
aims at securing a first hand 
examination of projects 
which Jordan seeks to exe- 
cute . 

He said that the projects 
he had studied during his 
visits to the ministries of 
water and irrigation and 
transport were interesting 
to Britain and' the British 
businessmen. 

He expressed hope that 
Britain will have a good 
share of these projects say- 
ing that the visit to Jordan 
was important and could 
soon result in establishing 
strong economic relations 
and lead to the implemen- 
tation of joint investment 
schemes. 

Mr. Raynsford underlined 
the importance of peace in 
the Middle East region and 
the removal -of obstacles 
that obstruct sustainable 
development and economic 
rogress. 



The British delegation meeting with Transport and Telecommunication Minister Bassam 
Saket and transport officials (above), and Minister Haddadin and water officials (below) 




Analysts expect South East Asian currencies to remain under pressure 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
South East Asian 
economies embroiled in 
foreign exchange turmoil 
have taken the bitter pill by 
tightening monetary policy 
to mitigate the rapid ero- 
sion of their currencies, 
analysts say. 

The Malaysian ringgit, 
the Indonesian rupiah and 
the Philippine peso 


plunged to record lows 
while the Singapore dollar 
hit a 39-month low against 
the robust U.S. dollar last 
week and analysts expect 
them to remain under pres- 
sure. 

“There is this existing cli- 
mate of worries about cur- 
rency direction and it will 
probably take a strong 
regional approach to arrest 


Apple selects TBWA for Europe 

Apple Computer Europe has selected TBWA International to 
handle its European advertising account. This decision 
comes one month after TBW^ Chiat/Day, the North 
American operation of TBWA International, was picked to 
work on Apple's advertising in the U.S.. Canada and Latin 
America. : ■ 

"Once we saw the advertising developed by TBWA 
Chiat/Day. it became evident that this had the potential to 
he ihe European campaign." said Christofer Recker, Marcom 
Manager for Apple Europe. TBWA International has proven 
its ability to successfully implement highly creative global 
advertising for clients such as Absolut. Nivea. Nissan and 
others. The advantages of using a single advertising agency 
are obvious and to proceed with the review became less 
important than our abiUty to strike quickly." 

TBWA manages multinational accounts from various 
European centres. For example. Absolut in Paris, Nivea in 
Hamburg. Nissan in Amsrelveen and Samsonite in 
Amsterdam. Bela Stamenkovits, Creative Director of 
TBWA/The Campaign Company in Amsterdam, will be the 
European creative director. 

Apple Computer. Inc. ignited the personal computer 
revolution in the 1970s with the Apple II, and reinvented the 
personal computer in the 1980s with the Macintosh. Apple 
is now recommitted to its original mission — to bring the 
best personal computing produces and support to students, 
educators, designers, scientists, engineers, businesspersons 
and consumers in over 140 countries around the world. 


the worries,” said Andy 
Tan, general manager of 
U.S. research house Stan- 
‘ dard and Poor’s MMS in 
Singapore. 

Central banks in Thai- 
land, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines and Indonesia used 
sharply higtaer interest 
rates to defend their cur- 
rencies when the region 
was hit by currency crisis 
following the Thai babt’s 
effective devaluation on 
July 2. 

High interest rates can 
support currencies by 
attracting more investors to 
buy and hold them but can 
also choke highly-indebted 
companies, as well as their 
creditor banks, feeing bal- 
looning borrowing costs. 

As corporate finances 
suffered the effects of 
expensive loans stemming 
from the higher rates, most 
of the economies tried to 
ease the rates but found 
their currencies coming 
under pressure again. 

T dunk that there is no 
option other than to main- 
tain a tight monetary 
stance, said P. K. Basil, 
director of regional macro- 
economic research at 
Union Bank of Switzerland 
in Singapore. 

That lesson was made 
abundantly clear to Indone- 
sia in the past month when 


the central bank cut its key 
Sertifikat Bank Indonesia 
interest rates from 30 per 
cent to 19 per cent — only 
to see an immediate plunge 
in the rupiah. 

“Similarly, a loose mone- 
tary stance in Malaysia 
caused the ringgit to 
plunge as well,” Mr. Basu 
said, adding that Kuala 
Lumpur's modest tighten- 
ing in policy last week 
helped stabilise the bruised 
currency. 

Malaysia’s daily-weight- 
ed average three-month 
interbank rate or Klibor — 
the fee that banks chaige 
on loans to one another — 
rose to 8.23 per cent Fri- 
day compared to 7.76 per 
cent a week earlier and 
7.58 per cent in the begin- 
ning of September. 

The Klibor is a bench- 
mark for other lending 
rates, and commercial 
banks use it to calculate the 
base lending rate (BLR) 
which they charge their 
best customers. 

While Klibor rates gradu- 
ally rose, Malaysia’s cen- 
tral bank Negara has effec- 
tively asked commercial 
banks to keep their BLR 
under 9.6 per cent in a bid 
to prevent higher money 
market rates from being 
passed on to customers. 

Despite this, Jimmy Koh, 


regional economist with 
London-based financial 
house I.D.E.A. said the 
BLR would hit 10 per cent 
soon. 

In the Philippines, inter- 
bank overnight borrowing 
rates rose to a high of 90 
per cent Friday with rates 
averaging 55.25 per cent as 
the central bank soaked up 
excess cash, banking 
sources in Manila said. 

This was a sharp increase 
over the high of 70 per cent 
and the average of 35.28 
per cent Thursday, a day 
after the peso dived to a 
new record low. 

Analysts say South East 
Asian economies are 

caught between hiking 
rates to cushion their cur- 
rencies’ fall and keeping 
rates at reasonable levels to 
help their debt-ridden local 
corporations. 

Tn Indonesia, Thailand 
and the Philippines, the 
central banks have very 
few options as they are 
caught between the rock of 
a higher interest rate and 
the hard pace of a weak 
currency — both amount to 
the same thing because 
domestic corporates and 
banks have huge amounts 
of external debt,” Mr. Basu 
said. 

In the case of Malaysia, 
external iodebtness is 


much lower and so the 
Malaysian choice is a little 
clearer — a weak currency 
is preferable to higher 
domestic interest rates, he 
added. 

As government attempt- 
ed to cushion their curren- 
cies from the hammering 
they receive from the mar- 
kets. analysts see no imme- 
diate signs of the regional 
currency turmoil easing. 

The Indonesian currency 
has dropped by nearly 50 
per cent against die U.S. 
dollar, the baht by 44 per 
cent, the ringgit by 33-2 per 
cent the Philippine peso by 
32.23 per cent and me Sin- 
gapore dollar by nearly 
eight per cent 

Vincent Low, fixed 
income strategist at Merrill 
Lynch here, said faltering 
confidence and worsening 
economic problems in 
Thailand — the original 
pressure point of the 
regional crisis — shows 
“contagion effects are still 
prevalent” 

Mr. Low said some of die 
targets under the 
International Monetary 
Fund’s $17.2 billion rescue 
package for Thailand 
required renegotiations, 
especially on die fiscal 
front where the economic 
slowdown would cause a 
shortfall in tax revenue. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Egyptian 
goddess’ 

5 Arrive 

9 Michael Caine 
film 

14 The Gift of the 

15 Author Haley 

16 Peter of old 
films 

17 Sad 

IS One of the 
Baldwins 

19 Cager Shaquflie 

20 Start of a quote 


Einstein 

23 Dice 

24 Understand 

25 


28 Spanish queen 

29 Dan of TV news 

33 Bullets 

34 Short 

appearance 

35 Killed 

36 More of quote 

40 “Bolero" 

composer 

41 Those who take 
advantage 

42 Again 

43 Southern tree 

45 Overweigh! 

48 According to 

49 Cacophony 

50 Dirty looks 
52 End of quote 
57 Outtender 

59 The Last Days 
of PompaT 
heroine 

60 Put to flight 

61 *1 Am — " 

62 Pleasant 

63 Angers 

64 Room for Enens 
65— Scott 

66 Facilitate 

DOWN 

1 Tipple 

2 Upstream 
swimmer 

3 Tropical fizard 

4 Blockade 

5 The Godfather 
star 


Peanuts 


HOld WAS/l DIDNT 60..I 
SCHOOL / MEANJ 60T TO 
TODAY? (THE FRONT DOOR, 
BUT I DIDN'T 
a Clifts. 60 IN.. 


I 5AT ON THE STEPS 
FOR A WHILE.. THEN I 
OPENED THE POOR... 




DOES ANYONE 
IN THERE 
NEED ME?.' 


NOBODY ANSWERED 
SO I U)ENT HOME.. 


nuilaiauaH 


by Randall J. Hartman 


6 Spicy stew 

7 Hold a session 

8 Kind of tax 

9 “Home — " 

10 Burt's ex 

11 Certain student 

12 A Gershwin 

13 Conger 

21 Land of the 
Wailing Wall 
22 ‘—the 
ramparts...' 

26 Leave off 

27 Coal measure 

30 Pierre's pal 

31 Pro- 

32 Increase the 
horsepower 

33 “—.poor 
YoricW 

34 Ship's hands 

35 Walk leisurely 

36 Lion's pride? 

37 Extra period, 

e.g. 

38 Sugary suffix 

39 Sis. or faro. 

40 Criticize 
43 Metal 


[□□D □□□□ □□□□□ 

□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
iQBanoEQa aanna 
Bane □□□omcjnnn 
lEQEBs aSa 

□□□□□□ 
JDEEQQBQQ QHDQQ 
□□□a QQOQE3 □□□□ 
□□HDD □□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□ □□□□ 

EDDEBE 
□anaunoGD eeqbe 

aaana □□□□□□□□□ 
ggaga □□□□ nunn 
eebeh neap □□□a 


eiWTTriUBW Media Services, toe. 
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44 Cruel 

45 Ha! 

46 Bickers 

47 Certain fly 
49 Thomas or 

Kaye 

51 Spectral 


53 Pay attention 

54 Film — 

55 Fairytale 
beginning 

56 Dandefion, e.g. 

57 Reverence 

58 Below average 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY. OCTOBER 6. 1997 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: 

(Maid) 21 to April 19) Take your partner out to an exotic restauna 
this evening for dinner. After thaL go see a fenny movie; if you’ve got 
a comedy club in the area, go there instead. Comedians win be ' m 
absolutely magnificent form tonight. That's you, too! After that. 

arrange a new conmutment. 

TAURUS: 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’re very busy, but there's also 
potentially lots of money coming in. Thar's the good news. The tod 
news is feat you’re being scrutinised You’re just being tested to see if 
you can handle more responsibility. Don’t forget to access that secret 
weapon of yours. 

GEMINI; 

(May 21 to June 211 You and your partner get to fall in love again. Or, 
a friendly relationship could grow more significant. And if you don’t 
have even a hint of a relationship, be watching for one. The perfect per- i 
son could stumble into your life. He or she won't fit your preconcep- 
tions. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 id July 21) You’ve got housework and you’ve got your job. ■ 
To make matters worse. you fed like you ought to be doing both at the 
same dire. WeU. fret’s not going to happen. Set priorities. If you’re not 
careful you’ll mess up a big assignment That would not be a good 
idea 


(July 22 to August 21) You will have a grand Trine in fire signs gong 
on in the background fix the next several months. If you've been wait- 
ing for the right time to do something, get started. Don’t wait until 
tomorrow on this assignment Although you’ll be lucky far a long- 
time, you're even luckier right now. 

VIRGO: 

(August 22 to September 22) Focus on money and your home, not 
necessarily in that order. Just keep stashing your cash. Pretty soot 
you’ll have plenty. Maybe you’ll even be able to buy all feat stuff you 
want. You might even be able to pay cad) for the whole house. Tha ; 
would save you a fortune. 

LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) You’re soaking up new information 
with hardly any effort You can't help it. That's because everything is 
so interesting! It's also a good day to dump a bad habit. Your chances 
of success are very high. Just choose a different way of being. Have- 
faith. and make it happen. 

SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 21) Is there a loan you have id pay off? 
Some other sort of obligation? How about an insurance claim? Med- 
ical bills? Whatever, the situation is troublesome, you may have bad 
difficulty sleeping. Communication is your answer. Call fee people 
involved and discuss the matter. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) If you don’t have enough parties and 
meetings scheduled already, get on fee phone first thing this morning. 
People are in the mood to negotiate They warn to take on big projects. 
Have a wonderful time and make a valuable contribution. 

CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 20) It looks like the boss has something 
important for you to handle. Unfortunately, you're not sure bow to go 
about it The deadline looms near. Instead of running away from the 
job. turn and face it The answer will become obvious and the problem 
wifl be solved. 

AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 to February 19) You’re gating all sorts of interesting 
offers. Accept as many as you can. Travel should go very wed this 
evening. It might be difficult to get very for on a Monday night, but 
you can certainly give it a try. You and your very dearest friends 
should go about as for as you can. 

PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20; Just let the person with fee money know 
exactly what you need, what it’s going to cost and when you will repay 
fee loan. You don’t have to do the whole thing now. Stan laying the 
groundwork and ask for fee money later. Tomorrow and the next day 
are both good fer that > 



“The last time I wrote ‘I love you’ in 
a foggy mirror, you scolded me for 
getting fingerprints on the glass!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MM 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
on® letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the &aea 

farm the surprise answer* 

gested by the above canoon. 


Answer: ON 


Tfesterdsy’s 


(Answers oww- 
WISELY 


Jumbles: HOARD GLAND WISELY I 
Answer: Once she got the hang Of it. sWnfl 
became - ALL DOWNHILL 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Monday, October 6, 1997 


Daily 


Beat 


Ji review of news from the Arabic press 

Ministry extends for six months 
the period given to insurance companies 
to raise capital to minimum JD2m 


** THE GOVERNMENT has decided fo 
extend for six months the period given to 
insurance companies to adjust and raise 
the capital to JD2 million. Speaking to A1 
Aswaq, Industry. Trade and Supply Min- 
ister Hani Mulki said the extension period 
will be the last. He requested the insur- 
ance companies to raise the capital or 
merge and to utilise this opportunity 
which comes in a positive economic cli- 
mate currently prevailing in the country. 

According to amendments passed in 
1995, the minimum capital of a Jordanian 
insurance company practising direct 
insurance was raised to JD2 million. The 
minimum for a branch of a foreign com- 
pany was set at JIM million and for a Jor- 
danian reinsurance company, the mini- 
mum was set at JD20 million. The insur- 
ance companies were asked to comply by 
the end of September to avert being 
forced to merge or forced out of the mar- 
ket. 

The changes in the law covering insur- 
ance operations opened the door for new 
companies to enter the market which was 
restricted to 17 local companies and one 
foreign company that specialised in life 
insurance. 

The Jordanian Insurance Federation has 
asked for an extension to the period given 
for the insurance companies to raise their 
capital. In its memorandum, the federa- 
tion listed the current economic condi- 
tions, the liquidity shortage and the high 


cost of borrowing as reasons for asking 
for an extension. The federation also men- 
tioned the decline in share prices and the 
fall in insurance premiums as other rea- 
sons. 

Raising the capital is seen as a step to 
consolidate the government drive to 
achieve mergers between insurance com- 
panies. However, the decision to extend 
the period with provide the companies 
with an opportunity to study the develop- 
ments and the shareholders more time to 
adjust the status of their companies espe- 
cially when the return in the form of bank 
interest is higher for investors than 
expected returns from investing in insur- 
ance companies. There are 12 companies 
which have capital less than JD2 million. 

Dr. Mulki revealed that the ministry is 
about to conduct a detailed study for third 
party insurance premiums in the country 
to determine whether the people really 
benefit of such insurance and whether 
insurance companies really meet their 
obligations to the people. 

“The ministry will revise all the matters 
related to the insurance sector taking into 
consideration the interests of both the 
companies and the people, the minister 
stressed noting that measures will be 
finalised during the coming two weeks to 
develop the work of the insurance super- 
vision directorate at the ministry to 
upgrade the services it provides for the 
public (Al Aswaq). 
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US Dollar 

- 

1.7555 

0.6186 

14465 

122.10 

1.3732 

1721.26 

1-9772 

5J1986 

DEMark 

0.5696 


0.3520 

ED 

69.55 

07818 

979-94 

1.1262 

3-3537 

GB Sterling 

1.6165 

2.8380 

- 

Z3400 

197-21 

2.2198 

2782.42 

3.1961 

9.5351 

CH Franc 

0.6913 

121.28 

0.4271 

- 

8449 

0.9487 

1189.13 

136.99 

44750 

JP Yen 

0.0082 

14366 

0.5059 

1.1837 

- 

1.1237 

14.09 

16140 

49270 

CA Dollar 

0.7282 

1.2817 

04508 

1-0558 

1.12 

- 

1255.86 

1.4438 

49072 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0193 

0.3590 

04)840 

1411.63 

0.7973 

- 

11.48 

34249 

NL Guilder 

03058 

88.74 

0.3125 

73.15 

61-71 

05942 

87011 

- 

29818 

FR Franc 

0.1695 

0.2975 

0.1048 

24-5103 

20,68 

0.2327 

3330 


IBS 


Middle Eastern Currencies 

. Currency . 



e m 







US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 


0.3770 

3.6399 


3.6728 

1536.00 

3-3875 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

- 


0.5317 

5.1339 

0,4290 

5.1803 

216043 

4-7779 

Saudi Hlyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

■ 

0.1005 

047 

0.0811 

098 

40945 

09032 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8803 

9-9491 

- 

9.66 

0.8068 

9.74 

4074.59 

8-9881 

Qatar Dinar 

0-2747 

0.1948 

■1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0336 

1.01 

421.99 

09307 

Kuwait Din ar 

3-2879 

Z3311 

12.3311 

1-2394 

11-97 

- 

12-08 

5050.14 

09307 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

04910 

0.0828 

- 

418^1 

09223 

LahanasenoOQ 

0.65 

04616 

2.4417 

0.2454 

2-3897 

0.1980 

2.3911 


2-2054 

Egyptian 

0.2952 

0.2093 

1.1072 

0.1113 

1.0745 

0.0898 

1.0842 

453.43 


Energy 





Mid-East Currencies 




sea 



' wncy;". : 

.ilPS&v 



Si-Si! 

mm 


21.55 

20461 


SA RiyaJ 1 

0.2666 


0.1649 

0.386 



22.83 

22.83 

i 

AE Dirham 

0.2723 

04782 

0.1884 

0.3941 

ca 


21.55 

20.46 


KW Dinar 

3.2879 

5.7737 

2.0338 


cTEj 

|,]#P| 

19-20 

19.19 

Bppj 

EH Dinar 

03770 

4.6598 

1.841 

3J&402 

Kc v7 [-1 

nifrffl 

197.00 

187.00 

■ 

CY Pound 

1.9195 

3.3697 

1.1887 

2.7766 

EZ9 

* JODC 

'ross R 

ates 




Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


.Currency 

Buy . 



Period 






US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 


SE3B 


ESESS 



issi 

GB Startling 

1.1429 

1.1486 

■ ■ 


5.50 

5.62 

5.68 

5.75 

594 

DEMark 

0.4028 

0.4048 


m 

7.15 

7.06 

7.19 

7-31 

743 

CH Franc 

0.4888 

04812 



0.42 

041 

0.45 



FR Franc 

0.1199 



151 

ri 

327 

3.48 



JP Yen 

0.5792 

0.5821 


FRF 

Bfffl 

3.31 

341 

3.54 


NL Guilder 

0.3576 

0.3594 

1 

CHF 


141 

143 

1.56 


rrura 

04108 

04129 

Jordan. 

■ 

ITL 


6.28 

6.03 

5.75 

5-56 1 


Bourse 


New York 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Index 


Main Eq uity Indices 


DOW JON ES 
NIKK1E 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Value*' 'V;- 


8038J58 

1764745 

3094.01 

4273.71 


11-05 


19241 

4154 

76.73 


0.14 


i:i 

157 

143 


8144.4 

17686 

3114 

4Z73.7 


7956.1 

1740Z 

30604 

4247-7 




80275 

17455 

3052.1 

4197- 


U.S. aims to tighten control over imported fruits, vegetables 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
pie United States plans to 
tighten dr amaticall y its 
health controls over import- 
ed vegetables and fruits. 
President Bill Clinton has 
said. 

“At a time when Ameri- 
cans are eating more and 
more food from around the 
globe, we must spare no 
effort to ensure the safety of 
our food supply from what- 
ever source," Mr. Clinton 
said at the White House. 

The initiative was aimed 
mainly at boosting the 
authority of the federal Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) over such imported 


goods. 

Mr. Clinton said the White- 
House would send a bill to 
Congress To give die Food 
and Drug Administration the 
power and the obligation to 
ban the importations of 
fruits, vegetables and other 
foods from countries whose 
safety precautions do not 
meet American standards.” 

The president also said his 
□ext budget would include 
enough funding to “ensure 
that the FDA can fully 

implement this new legisla- 
tion by dramatically expand- 
ing its international food 
inspection force” 

The goal is to give the 


FDA authority similar to the 
Agriculture Department's 
powers over poultry and 
beef. 

He said he had also issued 
a directive to the Health and 
Human Services Depart- 
ment and the 1 Agriculture 
Department to draw up a 
“comprehensive plan to 
improve the monitoring of 
food safety programmes 
abroad, to help foreign coun- 
tries upgrade their safety 
precautions and toughen 
food inspections at the bor- 
der.” 

He said he had asked the 
secretaries of both depart- 
ments to identify “those 


areas, where problems are 
most likely to occur.” 

He said he had also issued 
a directive calling for The 
first ever specific safety 
standards for the growing, 
processing, shipping, and 
selling of fruits and vegeta- 
bles'* 

T don't want it to compli- 
cate the trade environment," 
Mr. Clinton said, “but I am 
not interested in trade in 
things that will make the 
American people sick.” 

“We are not crying to 
unfairly target foreign pro- 
ducers of food into our mar- 
ket,” he said “We don’t ask 
them to meet any standard 


we don’t meet” 

U.S. consumers increas- 
ingly have voiced concern 
about the quality of the food 
sold across the country, fol- 
lowing a series of incidents 
including some cases of 
tainted meats. 

Vice President Al Gore 
said that there were now’ 33 
million cases of food poi- 
soning every year in the 
United States, 9,000 of them 
fatal. 

“That is simply unaccept- 
able,” Mr. Gore said “We 
have by for the safest food 
supply in the entire world 
and the best by far, but we 
still have more to do.” 


Iran carpet exports taking off again after slump 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran's luxu- 
ry carpet export industry is 
slowly recovering from a 
two-year slump after new 
rules allowed exporters to 
maximise foreign currency 
earnings. 

Leading exporters said the 
value and volume of hand- 
woven and machine-made 
carpet sales to the main 
European. Arab Gulf and 
Canadian consumer markets 
were on the rise. 

The rebound if sustained, 
would be a major boost for 
Iran’s non-oil economy as 
the industry is the country’s 
main foreign exchange earn- 
er after the annual $ 1 8 billion 
io oil revenue. 

“Exports are rising because 
of the new export rules... we 
hope this is the beginning of 
the revival for Iranian car- 
pets,” Akbar Heristchian. 
president of the 4 20 -member 
Iranian Carpet Exporters 
Association told Reuters. 


In the last two months car- 
pet exporters have been able 
to capitalise on new currency 
regulations that allow them 
to exchange their hard cur- 
rency at preferential rates. 

The exporters can now 
deposit their foreign curren- 
cy earnings with the central 
bank which will issue them a 
trade certificate which they 
can then take to Tehran's 
stock exchange. 

At the stock exchange they 
can use the certificate to get 
some 4,700 Iranian riyals to 
the U.S. dollar, versus the 
official “export rate” of 3.000 
riyals and the government's 
own rate of 1.700, the traders 
said 

The 4,700 rate can usually 
be obtained only from 
Tehran’s illegal street curren- 
cy traders. 

In 1995, carpel exporters 
were forced to deposit all 
their currency with the cen- 
tral bank at the rate of 3.000 


riyals, leading to a drastic 
drop in official exports as 
firms saw little or no incen- 
tive in going through the cen- 
tral bank. 

Carpet exporters can also 
import items from a list of 29 
goods against their hard cur- 
rency allocation, an attractive 
option given constantly ris- 
ing prices for sought-after 
consumer goods in Iran. 

“Now with the easing of 
regulations exports are on the 
rise. For the past four months 
there is a sign of increase,” 
said Nosrattollah Mah- 
moudzadeh. director of Asil 
Carpet Co. 

Exports of hand-woven 
carpets earned Iran $130 mil- 
lion in the first three months 
of the Iranian year which 
began March 21, 21 per cent 
higher than the same period 
the previous year, according 
to government figures. 

Government officials are 
targeting $700 million to 


$800 million in sales this 
year, versus $602 million in 
the last Iranian year which 
was 35 per cent down from 
the previous year. 

Iranian carpets typically 
fetch anywhere between 
200,000 riyals to 50 million 
riyals in overseas markets, 
traders said. 

“We faced a crisis because 
of the constant changing in 
the regulations but in the last 
two months it has recov- 
ered,” said one exporter who 
said his sales had. grown 
between 10-20 percent. 

Despite the upturn, Iranian 
exporters will still struggle to 
recapture market share lost to 
other weavers particularly in 
India. Turkey and China. 

Managers also admit that 
they will have to improve 
their marketing techniques 
and modify designs to better 
meet the changing tastes of 
key European buyers. 

“The problem is that ihe 


Iranian carpet did not defend 
itself in the European market. 
Many Europeans cannot tell 
the difference whether a car- 
pet is made in Iran, India or 
China, it is a problem of mar- 
keting,’’ said Mr. 
Mahoudzadeh. 

While in the mid-1970s 
Iran had more than a 50 per 
cent share in the world carpet 
market, this share had now 
fallen by half, a worrying 
development for the 2.5 mil- 
lion people directly involved 
in the industry. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MOUTHS 
— Eosr 

COUP AST’S HAMS 

P / * 

DXV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OP 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 



CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 

346.000 241.500 

ARAB BANK 

15.5 

1.18 

2 

180 

60820 

338.00 

338.00 


2.340 

1.680 

JOB. NATIONAL BX. 

e 

0.00 

8 

2036 

3928 

1.93 

1.93 

_ 

5.800 

4.100 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

10.1 

3.06 

2 

1050 

5160 

5.00 

4.90 

.10- 

3.600 

2.760 

BANX OF JORDAN 

6.2 

0.00 

1 

800 

2344 

2.93 

2.93 


1.190 

.890 

MID. BAST INV.BX. 

63.7 

0.00 

5 

950 

922 

.97 

.97 

_ 

2.540 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

9.7 

6.43 

12 

6650 

16351 

2.47 

2.46 

.Ol- 

5.200 

4.600 

THU HOC SING BX. 

14.7 

3.94 

1 

200 

986 

4.93 

4.93 


4.180 

2.440 

JOB. KUWAIT BANK 

11.3 

0.00 

1 

COO 

1272 

3.18 

-3.18 


1.050 

.740 

JOR.GULF BANX 

4.8 

8.75 

4 

2800 

2258 

.84 

.80 

.04- 

4.050 

3.520 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.1 

3.23 

21 

10100 

37493 

3-70 

3.72 

.02+ 

1.530 

1.110 

UNION BX.SAV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

4 

5100 

6162 

1.20 

1.22 

.02+ 

2.050 

.890 

BBIT.AL-MAL (BZITKA) 

.6 

15.79 

2 

150 

142 

.91 

.95 

.04+ 

5.150 

3.800 

ARAB BAKKIMC CO. 

17-6 

0.00 

4 

478 

17S5 

3-80 

3. 65 

.15- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX I 

241.29 ZCBG: 

-0.03 

67 

30894 

139593 




2.170 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH INS UR. 

. 5-2 

8.11 

1 

250 

463 

1.84 

1.85 

.01+ 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEXi 

114.26 zcHCt 

♦0.05 

1 

250 

463 




2.050 

1*950 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR- 

9.3 

5.21 

49 

31268 

59822 

1.92 

1.92 

_ 

8.750 

7.800 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

12.0 

1.31 

1 

lOOOO 

84000 

8.00 

8.40 

.40+ 

T 3.850 

1.320 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

23.8 

2. 88 

7 

5300 

21205 

3.85 

4.00 

.15+ 

1.550 

.930 

NATL- PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

4 

1500 

1996 

1.33 

1.34 

.01+ 

.810 

.480 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

27.7 

0.00 

5 

3500 

1890 

.54 

.54 


8.160 

6.700. 

ALRA'X 

13.0 

6.89 

3 

181 

1311 

7.15 

7.26 

.11+ 

1.740 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

21.5 

0.00 

16 

5950 

8212 

1.34 

1.41 

.07+ 

3.720 

2.890 

ARAB XNTL.INV.EDOC. 

9.3 

0.00 

13 

6600 

23328 

3.54 

3.55 

.01+ 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX I 

111.76 ZCHCi 

+0.43 

■1 

64324 

201779 






4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

25.1 

2.95 

12 

2396 

8937 

3.78 

3.73 

.05- 


11.040 

9.070 

JOR. FETPOL.REFINART 

10.6 

8.11 

16 

1479 

16274 

10.98 

10.96 

.02- 


3.260 

1.620 

INDUSTRIAL COMH.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

3 

218 

355 

1.64 

1.63 

.01- 


4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MART. 

12.6 

4.36 

15 

2486 

11402 

4.59 

4.59 


♦ 

7.250 

5.590 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

5.5 

3.77 

3 

1124 

6208 

S.S9 

5.31 

.28- 


3.330 

2.700 

JOR. PAPER CARDED . 

IS. 5 

0.00 

1 

100 

275 

2.80 

2.75 

.05- 


6.000 

4.300 

DAR ALDAWA BV.INV. 

14.3 

4.27 

9 

3384 

19802 

5-90 

5.85 

.05- 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND . 

5.6 

10.50 

2 

400 

955 

2.45 

2.38 

.07— 


.730 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

10.8 

0.00 

27 

22450 

11345 

.50 

.51 

.01+ 


1.240 

.820 

ARAB PAPER CONV.THD. 

25.4 

0.00 

7 

1750 

1468 

.84 

.83 

.01- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

9 

3850 

2210 

.55 

.58 

.03+ 


1.200 

.510 

I NTEHMZD . PETRO . CHZM . 

9 

0.00 

10 

3850 

2175 

.55 

.57 

.02+ 


.920 

.530 

JOR. ROCXWOOL INDS. 

9 ' 

0.00 

3 

3000 

2010 

.67 

.67 


+ 

2.970 

1.450 

UNJV. CHEM. INDS . 

12.8 

7.04 

2 

200 

284 

Is 45 

1.42 

.03- 


.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

16 

14050 

9592 

.65 

.69 

.03+ 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

16.6 

5.38 

2 

500 

650 

1.31 

1.30 

.01- 


1.88D 

1.080 

UNIV. MOON-INDS. 

P 

.21 

6 

950 

1178 

1.24 

1.24 

- 


1-460 

.900 

JOR- I NDS - RESOURCES 

12.1 * 

11.11 

10 

1950 

1755 ■ 

.90 

.90 

_ 


1.620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.8 

4.46 

1 

250 

393 

1.56 

1.57 

.01* 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO- 

15.6 

0.00 

IS 

7400 

6221 

.84 

.85 

.01+ 


2.090 

1.340 

EL -2AY READY WEAR 

52.8 

0.00 

7 

2264 

3382 

1.52 

1.50 

.02- 


1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. C VBG. 

50.9 

0.00 

3 

1050 

1169 

1-11 

1.12 

.01+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 119.91 ZCBC: 

-0.37 

179 

75101 

108038 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 174.70 ZCHG: 

-0.12 

346 

170569 

449872 
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.620 

.380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

11.7 

0.00 

36 

109650 

49246 

.46 

.44 

.02- 


.760 

.660 

UNION INV. SO* 

9 

0.00 

27 

84724 

21159 

.74 

.76 

.02+ 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FjR. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

17 

17 500 

7000 

.40 

.40 


N 

1.050 

.850 

UNITED FOR FI NAN -INV 

52.6 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1010 

1.01 

1.01 - 

_ 


.480 

.200 

JOR. INDS- MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

3 

3000 

730 

.25 

.24 

.01- 


.690 

.490 

ARAB FOOD & MED- 

9 

0.00 

2 

1000 

508 

.51 

.51 



.750 

.400 

NATL. MULT . ERG . KAMI CO 

9 

0.00 

16 

13976 

5729 

.41 

.41 

_ 

N 

1.020 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

11.8 

0.00 

1 

100 

98 

.97 

.98 



.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

6.58 

2 

660 

494 

.76 

.76 



.520 

.460 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

g- 

0.00 

2 

850 

391 

.46 

.46 

— 


.620 

.590 NATL. POULTRY 

E 

DTtxr 

1 


-fs - 

.65 

764 

“01- 

N 

1-000 

.690 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

97.4 

0.00 

2 

700 

315 

.70 



N 

1-020. 

.720 

ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 

46.8 

0.0D 

7 

7500 

7iSO 

.92 

.97 



.840 

.580 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 

3 

850 

520 

.62 

.62 


GRAND TOTAL 





163 

326400 

126223 





Jordanian, 

Austrian 

officials 

review 

ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce President Haidar 
Murad Sunday discussed 
with Austria's ambassador 
to Jordan, Philipp Hoyos. 
and other Austrian officials 
economic and trade rela- 
tions between Austria and 
Jordan. 

Mr. Murad outlined to 
the visitors the various 
incentives and privileges 
offered to foreign investors 
in the Kingdom noting that 
the political stability and 
security which Jordan 
enjoys and its central geo- 
graphical location are help- 
ing it in attracting 
investors. 

Mr. Murad indicated that 
the package of laws on 
investment in Jordan and 
the newly introduced 
amendments concerning 
income tax and laws on 
treating foreign investors 
on equal footing with Jor- 
danians have enabled the 
Kingdom to serve as a gate 
for businessmen from Aus- 
tria and other countries to 
delve into the Middle East 
region. 

Mr. Murad urged Jordan- 
ian businessmen to beaefit 
from Austria's central 
European location as a way 
towards reaching European 
markets. 

The ambassador, who 
was accompanied by 
another member of his 
embassy and an official at 
the Austrian chamber of 
commerce, said that 
bridges of cooperation 
between the private sectors 
in Austria and Jordan were 
of paramount importance 
for future bilateral cooper- 
ation. 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in!8k Gold . aKbS • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 81 0605-81 0609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUBIfl H 8 I 6 

Profession# quality in 
1 flour sendee 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo $&> | 
30% larger. 

• Free enlargement 
20 x 30 cm. 


Shmeteani • Opposite 
Grin (flays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Swedish Tel: 823801 


SECURITY 



■ ■ 

u GASTRONOMY-’ 


CR0WT1 HOTEL 

’OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING P 
* TENNIS &. 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
’ SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
’ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around ihe CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbdaS 
to Airport and Back 


For Fortner Details cadi : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
AbdaU Branch 653313 


ty* j 4M**1* Amman. 



■ One & ;Two Bcdrmu • Fofly 
EqwpMrf Kldmwac • Drfy A 
l4t» SUv * Ri - - * 


~-‘h Luck 

Tel. 692672 Fax 67455! 


Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 

SANABEL 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 -r 8651 R7 1 


ft**** 





























































io Sports 


Jordan Times, Monday, October 6, 1997 



WBC Heavyweight champion Lennox Lewis from Great Britain CL) knocks down 
Poland's Andrew Golota in the first round of their WBC Championship fight at 
Caesars in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Lewis scored a TKO at 1:35 of the first round 
to retain the title iReuters photo.) 

Lewis stuns Golota 
in 95 seconds 


ATLANTIC CITY (AFP) 
— Britain's Lennox Lewis 
never looked so much like a- 
champion. Andrew Golota 
never knew what hit Him . 

Lewis stopped his Polish 
rival in 95 seconds, the 
sixth-quiekest rout in 
heavyweight history, to 
keep the World Boxing 
Council crown Saturday, 
putting himself in position 
to fighL for a unified world 
title in I99S. 

"Basically I wanted to go 
out and make my statement 
to the world that I am the 
best heavyweight and I 
wanted to intimidate every- 
one else," Lewis said. “I 
wanted to go out and prove 
myself, not wony about 
him.” 

Lewis rose to 32-1 while 
Golota fell to 28-3 with his 
third loss in a row. Golota 
was hospitalized and need- 
ed oxygen after the fight 
following what Golota man- 
ager Lou Duva called an 
anxiety attack. 

Lewis sent a message to 
his possible unification 
foes. rival champions 
Evander Holyfield and 
Michael Moorer, who fight 
next month in Las Vegas. 

“1 want to consolidate all 
the belts and keep them all 
for myself." Lewis said. ‘T 


want to get rid of all the 
misfits and this was the last 
misfit" 

Lewis won his prior two 
fights when Oliver McCall 
broke down crying in the 
ring and Henry Akinwande 
was disqualified for hold- 
ing. 

"I was denied great victo- 
ries over McCall and 
Akinwande. This fight I 
was really hungry for it” 
Lewis said. "I wanted to 
prove myself. I didn't want 
to go to the second round." 

Golota had been disquali- 
fied from his two prior 
bouts for hitting Riddick 
Bowe in the groin and had a 
hisotry of head-butting and 
biting when hurt in a fight 

“1 didn't want to give him 
the chance to do anything 
dirty,” Lewis said. didn’t 
give him much of a chance 
to give me a fight 

When he gets hurt he 
goes to old tactics — low 
blows, biting and head 
butts.” 

Golota said extensive talk 
about his low blows added 
to the pressure of his first 
title fight 

“I was a little too pres- 
sured, too nervous.” Golota 
said. “A lot of things hap- 
pened in the past 
Everybody talked about it a 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
First Floor, Part of a Villa 

Located in a quiet neighbourhood in Swerfiyeh. Consists 
of 2 bedrooms, large salon, dining room, living room, 
kitchen, 2 bathrooms, veranda, central heating, separate 
entrance, intercom and telephone. Gypsum decoration. 
Annual rent 

Please call owner at Tel. 829715 


TWO FLATS FOR RENT 

Suitable for foreigners 

Fully furnished and equipped apartment in 
Abdoun. 3rd floor, spacious apartment with 
American furniture, used only for one year. 
Overlooking Abdoun. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, family room, living and dining area 
with fireplace, maid's room, 2 balconies, AC, 
central heating, lift and telephone. Ready for 
tenancy. j 

i 

Unfurnished of 2-storey building. Overlooking 4 
directions, located in Shmeisani, near Marriott 

Hotel. Area 200m?, spacious kitchen, veranda, 
central heating. 

Interested potential tenants calf 602883 
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little too much. I can’t make 
excuses. I lost the fight 
“I don’t know what hap- 
pened. I just got caught 
What could I do?” 

Nothing. Lewis gave him 
no chance, knocking him 
down twice, first with a pair 
of hard right hands to the 
bead and the final time with 
a punishing series that 
forced Golota to the mat 
covering up as he slumped 
to the ground. 

‘1 noticed in the begin- 
ning he was tentative with 
his punches,” Lewis said. 
“When I hit him. I knew it 
was the end. I took my 
time" 

Referee Joe Cortez, know- 
ing boxing could ill afford 
another black eye disquali- 
fication, let Golota go as 
long as he could. 

“He was dazed, obviously, 
from the first knockdown,” 
Cortez said. “He raised his 
hands. He wanted to go on. 
He wasn't rocky. I gave him 
every chance ” 

A sellout crowd of 13.889 
mostly cheered for Golota, 
but Lewis left no doubts as 
to his superiority. 

“1 said it in tbe beginning 
— he*s the best fighter I 
ever saw.” said Lewis’ train- 
er, Emanuel Steward. “And 
he’s going back to his old 
days when he was a very 
aggressive fighter. He's a 
very accurate puncher.” 
Lewis received $4 million 
for the fight Golota 
received $1.75 million. 


Gascoigne 

sparks 

Rangers 

fightback 


GLASGOW (AFP) — Paul 
Gascoigne sparked a 
remarkable fightback as 
Rangers came from two 
goals down for a 4-3 victo- 
ry at Hibernian but Hearts 
stayed top of the Scottish 
Premier Division after an 
impressive 4-1 win at 
Motherwell on Saturday. 

The England midfielder 
dragged the reigning cham- 
pions — trailing 3-1 — 
back into the game at 
Easter Road with a stun- 
ning 20-yard free-kick six 
minutes into the second 
half. 

A minute later German 
star Jorg Albertz equalised 
with a barrelling 25-yard 
drive into the comer and 
Italian ace Marco Negri 
completed the comeback 
with his second goal of the 
game to clinch the points in 
the 58th minute. 

Hibs manager Jim Duffy, 
disappointed at the way his 
side had been beaten, salut- 
ed tbe quality of Rangers 
goals. 

In particular he praised 
the efforts of Gascoigne 
and Albertz and said: 
“They were two wonder 
strikes into the postage 
stamp. When Gazza strikes 
a ball like that there’s not a 
lot you can do about iL” 
Elsewhere, three goals 
from Frenchman Srephane 
Adam, Jim Hamilton and 
Neil McCann in an explo- 
sive first 20 minutes put 
Hearts on their way to a 4- 
I victory at Motherwell 
and kept them firmly at the 
top of the table . 

Motherwell were given a 
lifeline just on the strike of 
half-time when former 

Celtic and Republic of 
Ireland international 

Tommy Coyne rattled 

home his eighth goal of the 
season from the penalty 
spot before Hamilton set- 
tled the result with Hearts’ 
fourth 19 minutes from 
time. 

Celtic bounced back from 
the disappointment of 
being knocked out of the 
UEFA Cup by Liverpool in 
midweek with a resound- 
ing 4-0 victory over 
Kilmarnock at Parkhead. 

Wim Jansen’s team 
extended tbeir unbeaten 
run to ten games with a 
fifth straight league win 
built around three goals in 
seven first half minutes 
from Swede Henrik 
Larsson, Simon Donnelly 
and Dane Morten 
Wieghorst 
St Johnstone’s 1-0 victo- 
ry over Aberdeen con- 
signed the Dons to their 
worst start to the season in 
their 94-year history and 
will increase the pressure 
on under-fire manager Roy 
Aitken. 

In the day’s other Premier 
Division clash 

Dunfermline staged a 
remarkable fightback from 
three goals down to 
Dundee United at the end 
of the first half to finally 
square the match 3-3 in the 
88th minute. 


FOR RENT 

Cozy apartment, fully furnished, nicely located in the 
west of Amman. Consists of TV, satellite, telephone line 
& number, built-in kitchen, European style furniture and 
beautiful garden. The rental amount is negotiable. The 
rental period Is for mecium-and long-term. 

For more Information call Tel. 823894 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists ot 2 bedrooms, bathroom, timing room, 
salon, kiichon. lelophono. conlml iif-.ifir-j. i hvy 
woodwork carpelinq. Annual rent. 

I oca t ion: Near Philadelphia Hole!. 

Please call Tel. 66 4 83 9 


Japanese manager Kamo fired 
after World Cup qualifier draw 


ALMATY (AFP) — Japan's national team manager Shu 
Kamo has been fired after Saturday's 1-1 draw with 
Kazakhstan in the Asian World Cup Group B qualifier at the 
Central Stadium. 

“We were disappointed, because we couldn't win die last 
two games when we had a chance to win after taking die 
lead towards the end. The pattern was the same since the 
very first game,” Japan Football Association president Ken 
Naganuma said- 

“Our players have been also affected by the games against 
the United Arab Emirates and South Korea. We cannot turn 
the wave round if he continues to head the team.” 

On Saturday, the Japanese seemed to on course for a 1-0 
win when Kazakhstan's Viktor Zubarev struck the equalis- 
er with the clock showing 46 minutes 26 seconds into the 
second half. 

A week ago in Tokyo, the Japanese watched tbeir 1-0 lead 
tumble into a 2-1 defeat to South Korea, allowing their 
archrivals to stage a come-from-behind victory in the last 


six minutes. 

Kamo, whose late defencive substitution was blamed 
Japan failing to break a 0-0 deadlock against the Emirates 
last month, was also blamed for his defencive [actics when 
leading 1-0 against South Korea and Kazakhstan. 

Japan now have one win. one defeat and two draws fo r 
five points to trail South Korea b\ seven points and the 
UAE by two points in the five-team round robin. 

Coach Takeshi Okada. 40. will replace Kamo for the next 
game against Uzbekistan in Tashkent. 

“We cannot play Uzbekistan without a manager. P m 
going to concentrate on the next match. 1 don't change the 
tactics basically, but I’m going to modify a little according 
to our opponents." said Okada. 

The winners from the two Asian qualifying groups go 
automatically through to the finals in France and the two 
second placed teams play off for a third spot. The losers of 
the play-off will play Australia for the last ticket. 


Bergkamp a class apart as Gunners crush Barnsley 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Arsenal bounced back from 
the despair of their UEFA 
Cup exit in midweek with a 
crushing 5-0 victory over 
English Premiership whip- 
ping boys Barnsley on 
Saturday to stay one point 
clear of Manchester United 
at tbe top of the table. 

But United kept up the 
pressure on the leaders with 
a comfortable 2-0 win over 
Crystal Palace at Old 
Trafford while Blackburn 
moved into third after a 
hard-fought 1-0 win at 
Wimbledon. 

Arsenal boss Arsene 
Wenger described Dennis 
Bergkamp as the best player 
in the world at the moment 
after watching another vir- 
tuoso display by the Dutch 
striker. 

Bergkamp, who scored in 
Arsenal's frustrating 1-1 
draw with PAOK Salonika 
on Tuesday, claimed a first- 
half double that put the 
Gunners on course for the 
easiest of wins over 
Barnsley at Highbury. 

Those goals look his tally 
for the season to II and 
Wenger said: “It's’ difficult 
to say any more about 
Dennis. 

“When I’m asked if he’s 
the best in the world, I can’t 
say he’s not. Maybe some- 
where there is a better play- 
er, but I don't know where. 

“He makes it look so easy 
to score, even though he’s 
scoring such spectacular 
goals — he scores the goals 
you expect from midfield- 
ers, but he doesn't need 
three touches, just two or 
even one.” 

A 17th-minute opener by 
Teddy Sheringham set 
Manchester United on their 
way to victory before 
Icelandic defender Herman 
Hreidarsson put the ball into 
his own net 12 minutes laier 
to seal United's sixth league 
win of the season. 

Palace, though, mounted a 
spirited fightback but could 
find no way past United’s 
goalkeeper Peter 

Schmeichel, who was in 
spectacular form. 

Ferguson paid tribute to 
the giant Dane, adding: 
'Peter Schmeichel was fan- 
tastic and in that kind of 
form his is unbeatable, but I 
felt that if Palace had 
scored, we still had it in us 
to go up a gear or two 
again." 

Newcastle boss Kenny 
Dalglish took a swipe at 
Tottenham after tbe London 
club refused his request to 
postpone the game by 24 
hours to allow his side to 
recover from an exhausting 
Champions League trip to 
Dynamo Kiev in midweek. 

Newcastle, without key 
striker Faustino Asprilla, 
bad to wait until the dying 
seconds of the game before 
Warren Barton secured all 
three points for the 
Magpies. 

Dalglish said: “I have two 
reasons to be happy that we 
won — one was the way we 
played and the other was for 



Crystal Palace's Paul Warhurst (C) challenges Manchester United's Nicky Butt (R) 
while Gary Paliister looks on daring their match, October 4. The game at Old 
Trafford is part of the FA Premiership (Reuters photo) 


them refusing to change tbe 
fixture. 

Aston Villa boss Brian 
Little said be had no com- 
plaints after Stan Collymore 
was sent off during a 1-0 
victory at struggling Bolton. 

The out-of-form England 
.striker, signed for a club 
record seven million pounds 
(about $12 million) from 
Liverpool in the summer, 
was sent off in the final 
min ute, along with Andy 
Todd, for fighting. 

Savo Milosevic, who hit 
the winner against 
Bordeaux in the UEFA Cup 
on Tuesday, scored the only 
goal after 12 minutes to 
send Bolton crashing to 
tbeir first defeat at tbeir new 
stadium. 

Chris Sutton scored his 
10th goal of the season as 
Blackburn moved into third 
place with a 1-0 win at 
Wimbledon. 

Blackburn manager Roy 
Hodgson said his rejuvenat- 
ed striker, ignored by 
England coach Glenn 
Hoddle in his latest squad, 
deserved international 
recognition. 

Hodgson said: “Chris is as 
good a front player as I have 
worked with. His touch is 
excellent and on top of that 
he scores goals.” 

Elsewhere, Leeds goal- 
keeper Nigel Martyn pulled 
off a string of Spectacular 
saves to deny Coventry vic- 
tory in a goalless draw at 
Highfield Road 

Sheffield Wednesday’s 


diminutive Italian striker 
Benito Carbone struck two 
late goals to ease the pres- 
sure on manager David 
Pleat and seal a 3-1 victory 
over Everton at 
Hillsborough. 

Everton youngster Danny 
Cadamarteri grabbed an 
S4ih- minute goal but a bril- 
liant effort from Paolo Di 
Canio ended Everton man- 
ager Howard Kendall's 


hopes of a comeback. 

Egil Ostenstad lifted 
Southampton off the foot of 
the table with a clinical fin- 
.ish to set up a 3-0 win over 
West Ham at the Dell. 

Southampton clinched the 
points when Kevin Davies 
scored with 25 minutes left 
and captain Jason Dodd 
completed a comfortable 
win on 68 minutes. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HfflSCH 


HANDLE WITH CARE 
Both vulnerable. East deals. 
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Opening lead: Queen or* 

In Giorgio Belladonna. Pietro 
Forquet and Benito Garozzo, the 
legendary Italian Blile Team had 
three stars whose card-play would 
gawtlum tm wwatoodyVi list of the 
top 10. Here b an example of Carot- 
», now a resident of West Palm 
Beach, « work in a match between 
Jtaly and Ireland. 


Four hearts waB a routine coc 
tract to reach. To make it 
another matter. 

West led the queen of spades. and 
Gerozzo rose with the ace to protect 
against the possibility that East 
.held a six-card suit The ace and 
king of clubs were cashed for a 
spade discard, a club was ruffed 
and a diamond was led to tbe queen 
and ace. 

East cashed the lung of spades 
and continued with the jack, farcing 
Garozzo to ruff high to prevent an 

orerruff. West discarded a dia- 
mond, reducing that defender to 
five trump* and one diamond. The 
king of diamonds was cashed non, 
when declarer led another diamond. 
West wbh forced to ruff law 
’Declarer overrufli'd with dum* 
;my's nine, cashed tho king of 
and. with the hand on open book- 
exited with a club from the table- 
discarding a diamond from hand- 
West was farced to ruff and lead a 
trump awav from the jack 
declarer's Q 10 teaace. In all. 
declarer scored three high trump*, 
two ruffs .in hand, one ruff in do®" 
my, one spade, one diamond a»d 
.two clubs to just make the M arl 
[game. A virtuoso performance. 
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^ CINEMA TEU634I44 

PHILADELPHIA * 


w N S' CINEMA TEL.ya4l44"~x CINEMA T n.-« onR X/" CINEMA TEL677420 
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Bruce Willis. An 

THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 






PHILADELPHIA 02* 


Eddie M urphy ..An 

THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Paul Hogan ...in 

FLIPPER 


A 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30 


PLAZA 


A 


Curt Russel ...in 


CAPTAIN RON 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


A 


CONCORD 


A 


concoxc ■!* 

Hugh Grant 
& Mr. Bean ...in 
FOUR WEDDINGS . 
& A FUNERAL 

(12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 

comco&p ■a* 

MONKEYTROUBLE 

Shows: 3^30, 5:45 only J 


CINEMA TEL; 079 33430 

GALLERIA 1 


A 


ABDOUN 

John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ... in 

FACE OFF 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00, 8:30. 10:45 


CINEMA TEL: 079 33430 

GALLERIA 2 


A 


ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... in 

MY BEST FRIEND- S 
WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 




ft Hlriham Yanes Theatre 
TEL: 625155 

*■*> — — 

Watch' out for the new ploy 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hiskam Vanes 
and A trial Dabbas 
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Cleveland Indians' Manny Ramirez breaks his bat as he hits a ball in the fourth 
inning of the Division Series 3 game in Cleveland's Jacobs Field, October 4. Ramirez 
reached first base on an error by Yankees third baseman Charlie Hayes on the play 
(Renters photo) J p J 

Yankees edge ahead 
as Seattle cling to hope 


WASHINGTON ( AFP) — 
The World Series champion 
New York Yankees edged 
ahead of Cleveland in their 
American League Division 
Series Saturday while the 
Seattle Mariners staved off 
elimination. 

The Yankees, who split 
the first two games of the 
best-of-five first-round 
series with the Indians in 
New York, defeated Cleve- 
land in Cleveland to take a 
2-1 lead. 

Seattle who lost both of 
their opening games at 
home to the Orioles, stayed 
alive with a 4-2 win in Bal- 
timore. 

Jeff Fassero allowed one 
run over eight-plus innings 
and Jay Buhner and Paul 
Son-ento bit consecutive 
homers for the Mariners. 

Roberto Kelly and Ken 
Griffey Jnr added run-scor- 
ing hits for the Mariners, 
who are trying to become 
just the fifth team to win a 
best-of-five series when 
trailing 0-2. Seattle, which 
accomplished the feat 
against the New York Yan- 
kees in 1995. can become 
the first team to do it twice 
and the first to do it by win- 
ning three straight on the 
road. 

Fassero. a 34-year-old 
making his first career post- 
season start, retired IS 
straight barters and left with 
a 4-0 lead after walking 
Geronimo Berroa to open 
the ninth. 

“This is the biggest game 
I've pitched in my life. It's 
the biggest day in my life," 
said Fassero. who joined 
Seattle this season alter six 


years with Montreal. "Was 
1 nervous? No. It’s just that 
I never pitched in postsea- 
son before." 

HeathclifF Slocumb 
relieved and got the last 
three outs, but not before 
allowing a two-out, two- 
run double to Jeffrey Ham- 
monds. 

Slocumb then brought 
some redemption to the 
Mariners' beleaguered 
bullpen by getting pinch- 
hitter Harold Baines to pop 
out to shortstop to end the 
game. 

Kelly had a run-scoring 
double in the third and 
Griffey singled home a run 
in the fifth off Jimmy Key 
before the Mariners padded 
their lead on one-out, oppo- 
site-field home runs in the 
ninth off Terry Matthews. 

The extra runs provided a 
much-needed cushion to a 
Seattle bullpen that blew a 
major league-high 27 saves 
this season and has been 
charged with 11 runs in the 
first two games of the 
series. 

In Cleveland. David 
Wells pitched a five-hitter 
and Paul O'Neill hit the 
first postseason grand slam 
for the New York Yankees 
in 33 years in the 6-1 win 
over the Indians. 

The Yankees won their 
ninth straight postseason 
road game and will try to 
close out the best-of-five 
series on Sunday night at 
Jacobs Field. 

Wells lost five straight 
starts at one point late in the 
year and almost was left out 
of the playoff rotation. But 
the 34-year-old left-hander 


instead showed the form 
that enabled him to win a 
career-best 16 games in 
1997. 

Wells retired 14 of the 
final 15 batters he faced 
and did not walk a batter. 
His only strikeout came 
when he farmed Sandy Alo- 
mar Jnr to end the game as 
he improved to 4-0 lifetime 
in postseason play. 

Cleveland starter Charles 
Nagy once again could not 
handle the Yankees, allow- 
ing five runs and walking 
six in just 3 2/3 innings. 

He fell to 0-3 with a 15.63 
ERA in four starts against 
New York this season and 
left immediately before 
O'Neill homered off Chad 
Ogea in the fourth inning. 

The Yankees had just four 
hits and the grand slam by 
O'Neill was the only hit of 
the fourth. Joe Girardi 
walked with one out and 
advanced on a groundout 
by Rey Sanchez. Tim 
Raines worked the count to 
2-0 before being intention- 
ally walked and Nagy 
walked Derek Jeter on four 
pitches to load the bases. 

Ogea relieved and 
O’Neill worked (he right- 
hander to a full count 
before blasting an off-speed 
pitch over the center-field 
fence for his second homer 
of the series and the sev- 
enth of his postseason 
career, giving the Yankees a 
6-1 lead. 

It was the Yankees' first 
postseason grand slam 
since Joe Pepitone in Game 
Six of the 1964 World 
Series against St. Louis. 


Ikpeba 
goal 
salvages 
draw for 
Monaco 

PARIS (AFP) — Mona- 
| co’s Nigerian striker Victor 
Ikpeba sewed his seventh 
goal of the season — his 
third in two matches — and 
secured the champions a 
late point from a 1-1 draw 
away to bottom side Le 
Havre in the latest round of 
the French championship 
on Saturday. 

Monaco’s two dropped 
points could prove cokly 
as both the top two sides, 
Metz and Paris Saint-Ger- 
main, have the chance to 
pick up further points when 
they play away at Stras- 
bourg and Nantes respec- 
tively on Sunday. 

Monaco, who started the 
day in fourth place, slipped 
down the table after being 
overhauled by Bordeaux, 
who had Lillian Laslandes 
to thank for a late goal in 
their 1-0 win over Mont- 
pellier, Bastia, who posted 
a 5-1 win over Cannes, and 
Lens, who beat new boys 
Chateauroux 1-0. 

Ikpeba, who scored twice 
for Monaco in their Cham- 
pions League win over 
Bayer Leverkusen on 
Wednesday, played a 
delightful 1-2 with Scottish 
playmaker John Collins 
and netted in reply to for- 
mer Paris Saint Germain 
striker Cyrille Pouget’s 
header in the 75th minute. 

Pouget, capped three 
times by France, had risen 
at the far post to head past 
Stephane Potato, the stand- 
in keeper for French inter- 
national Fabien Barthez — 
who was injured in 
Wednesday’s Champions 
League win over Bayer 
Leverkusen. 

Bastia followed up their 
excellent UEFA Cup tri- 
umph over Portuguese 
gjants Benfica on Tuesday i 
with the performance of the 
evening, rattling five past 
the unfortunate Cannes 
‘keeper Sebastien Frey — 
leaving the Riviera club 
bottom of the league. 

Bastia’s Slovenian striker 
Ermin Siljak led the way 
with a brace before half- 
time, one a penalty, and the 
rout was rounded off with 
an excellent free-kick from 
Frank Juretti. 

Auxerre's Stephane 
Guivarc’h celebrated his 
call up to the French squad 
for the friendly against 
South Africa by grabbing 
two of his side's goals in 
their 4-0 thrashing of his 
former club Rennes, who 
were reduced to 10 men 
when Marco Di Costanzo 
was sent off for a second 
bookable offence midway 
through the first half. 

The 27-year-old Guivar- 
c’h, who joined Ikpeba and 
Paris Saint Germain’s 
Marco Simone on top of 
the goalscorexs standings, 
cracked home a penalty on 
the stroke of half-time and 
followed it up with a 
superb individual effort, 
chesting down Bernard 
Diomede's cross and 
rifling home a left-footed 
shot Antoine Sibierski had 
opened the scoring in the 
I3th-min\ite for the 1996 
champions. 

Guivarc’h then turned 
provider, crossing from the 
left for Sibierski to head 
the ball on ( for substitute 
Fabrice LePaul to hit 
home. 

Olympique Marseille 
managed a 2-0 win over 
Tbulouse despite being 
without new signing Fab- 
rizio Ravanelli. 

The ‘White Feather’, ’ 
signed for a reported- five 
million pounds from Mid- 
dlesbrough on September 
25, had to pull out of mak- 
ing his debut because of a 
bout of ‘flu. 



Haret Jdoudna 

Madaba 


Haret jdoudna 

Opening Tuesday - Oct. 7 

Located very dose to the Greek Orthodox 
Church , housing the famous mosaics map 
in downtown Madaba. 

This unique early 20th century "village”, 
features: 
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Gallery S&V . 

A CliOl^ Hantdm Coffee Shot t 
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Madoho f\ a .i/1 iiinime drive wnW d ininrrn 
I ul! <■>(/ / Madaba. 

ur Romero ’v u( 644228 Amman. 


Peintre Celebre wins Arc 
with masterful display 


PARIS (AFP) — Peintre Celebre put 
up a masterful display here at 
Loogchamp racecourse on Sunday 
easing home by five lengths to give 
jockey Olivier Peslier his second suc- 
cessive Arc de Triomphe win — win- 
ning in a time of 2min 24.23 seconds 
breaking the 1 0-year-old race record 
by two seconds. 

The winner, the only three-year-old 
colt in the field, was in an impossible 
position early in the false straight but 
Peslier eased him out to coast past the 
leader Helissio and beat Pilsudski, 
second as be was last year, while Ger- 
man filly Borgia nosed borne third 
ahead of Oscar Schindler — last 
year’s winner Helissio could only fin- 
ish sixth. 

The winner’s trainer Andre Fabre, 
winning his fourth Arc, gave a rare 
smile as he greeted Peintre Celebre 
into the paddock and his smile grew 
broader as Peslier did a somersault off 
the horse. 

“This is die finest middle distance 
horse I have trained and while I don’t 
want to take anything away from 
Trempolino (the previous record hold- 
er and 1987 Arc winner) this is some- 
thing special," Fabre said. 

Peslier, who also won the 1996 Arc 
by five lengths, was in typically exu- 
berant form. 


*T had (rouble in getting out but once 
he was free boy did he move! I have 
not ridden a better horse than this and 
when you consider I rode Helissio last 
year that is saying something,’' Peslier 
said. 

Peintre Celebre, giving 80-year-old 
French owner Daniel Wildenstein his 
fourth Arc triumph, was pushed out by 
Peslier from the off to track Helissio 
and Busy Flight the early leaders. 
Helissio, bidding to become the first 

horse in 20 years to win successive 
Arcs, took up the running after four 
furlongs under Dominique Boeuf and 
opened up a three length lead. 

Helissio, who had lost the services 
of Peslier when he was claimed by 
Wildenstein for the winner, led well 
into the final straight but once Peslier 
had let Peintre Celebre free the 1996 
winner had no response. 

Boeuf desperately tried to rally 
Helissio for at least a place but the 
four-year-old colt threw his head up in 
the air, a sign of a horse giving up. and 
first Pilsudski and then a wall of hors- 
es led by Borgia, ridden by Kieren 
Fallon for trainer Bruno Schutz and 
giving Germany their best result in the 
race since Star Appeal won in 1975, 
Irish horse Oscar Schindler, ridden by 
Cash Asmussen. and Predappio swept 
past him. 


Michael Stoute. the Barbados bom 
trainer of Pilsudski, paid tribute to his 
five-year-old’s performance. 

“He ran another great race and fin- 
ished clear of the rest (2 1/2 lengths) 
but we were beaten by a great race- 
horse and that says it all about our 
boy." Stoute said. 

Asmussen, who had been jocked off 
Helissio, carried on his personal battle 
with Peslier, who he blamed for losing 
the ride on Helissio, by shadowing the 
French champion jockey throughout 
the race but was unable to go with the 
blistering pace of the winner — his 
fourth place was one worse than he 
had finished last year. 

For Wildenstein it represented a 
volte face as after Peintre Celebre had 
won the French Derby in June his son 
had said that the Arc was underpro- 
moted and a small race and the Breed- 
ers Cup in America would represent a 
much better target but at 80-years-old 
Wildenstein senior preferred in the 
end to see his blue colours carried to 
another Arc triumph. 

Sadly for European racegoers they 
will probably not see Peintre Celebre 
again as he has been sold to stand in 
Ireland as a stallion in the legendary 
Coolmore Stud. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Orthodoxi take U-16 title 

AMMAN (J.T.) — AJ Orthodoxi took the Under- 16 bas- 
ketball title Saturday after beating A1 Jazireh 83-64. A1 
Ahli came second and A1 Jazireh third. It was toe second 
title in a week for A1 Orthodoxi who beat A1 Jazireh 66-56 
last week to take toe women’s title in the three-team cham- 
pionship in which A1 Ahli came second and A1 Jazireh 
third. 

Tottenham pair stuck in toilet 

NEWCASTLE (AFP) — Tottenham Hotspur started toe 
second half of their English Premiership match with New- 
castle United with only nine players on Saturday after star 
strikers Les Ferdinand and Ruel Fox were stuck in toe toi- 
let when toe referee restarted toe game. The pair ran out 
onto toe pitch” shortly after toe game kicked off without 
getting permission from toe referee’s assistant. Francis 
said: “Ferdinand and Foxy were both in the toilets and you 
can't stop toe referee from restarting toe game. “So we 
were trying to get them out there as quick as possible but 
they were stuck in the toilets." Tottenham survived toe few 
moments without toe two players but eventually lost 1-0 
following a last-minute goal by Newcastle’s Warren Bar- 
ton. 


like to quit toe Serie A and play in the Premiership. But 
only in six years’ time, when he will be 35. Maldini, 29, 
who was reportedly sounded out by English clubs over toe 
s umm er, has a contract with Milan until 2001 and reckons 
that, if he was fit enough, be would continue here until he 
was 35. Asked what toe defender would do then, Maldini 
told the Gazzetta dello Sport: “I would like to play abroad. 
And I find London fascinating." The capital is already 
home to Chelsea’s three Italians — Gianfranco Zola, 
Roberto Di Matteo and Gianluca Vialli — and Crystal 
Palace’s Attilio Lombardo. 

2 Germans out of World Cup match 

BONN (AFP) — Midfielder Lars Ricken and defender 
Christian Woms will both miss Germany’s World Cup 
qualifying match against Albania on October 11. Borussia 
Dortmund’s Ricken was taken to a Bielefeld hospital with 
suspected tom ankle ligaments during his team’s 3-1 B un- 
de sliga loss to Annina Bielefeld on Saturday. His team- 
mate Jorg Heinrich is also doubtful for toe Albania game 
because of a thigh injury. Woms rested a sore upper leg 
muscle on Wednesday when Bayer Leverkusen were sav- 
aged 4-0 by Monaco in the European Champions League. 
He came back for Saturday’s 2-1 Bundesliga win over 
Duisburg but aggravated toe injury and had to leave toe 
field just before half-time. 


Courier wins China title 

BEU1NG (AFP) — U.S. top seed Jim Courier, playing in 
China for toe first time, beat Magnus Gustafsson in three 
sets to claim toe men’s singles title at the $328,000 China 
Open here Sunday. The former World No. 1 finished off 
toe fifth-seeded Swede 7-6, 3-6, 6-3. 

Maldini sees future In London 


Hrbaty stuns Corretja 

PALERMO (AFP) — Fast-rising Slovak teenager 
Dominik Hrbaty stunned top-seeded Alex Corretja in 
straight sets Saturday to advance to toe final of toe Paler- 
mo ATP Tour event. Hrbaty, a 19-year-old whose ranking 
has improved to 44th in toe world, downed world No.9 
Corretja 6-4, 6-4 to earn a meeting with another Spaniard, 
second-seeded Alberto Berasategui, in the final. 


MILAN (AFP) — AC Milan and Italy skipper Paolo Mal- 
dini teased English clubs on Sunday by revealing he would 


1986 GMC VAN 

CLEAN, LOADED W/TV, BURG. W/GRAY, 
7-PASSG., CAPTAIN SEATS MOVING, 
MUST SELL!! 

Call 702040 or 604564 
or 661372 after 6:00 p.m. 


Job Announcement 

The Welfare Association is seeking a Project Director 
for the design and implementation of a study to 
develop a national health education plan for Palestine. 

Overview of Activities : The Project Director will be 
responsible for the design and implementation of a 
study to develop a national health education plan for 
Palestine under the auspices of the Ministries of 
Health and Higher Education. 

Job tasks interalia include: 

1. Development of a study design and methodologies, 

2. Supervision of the performance of local researchers 
and field workers. 

3. Collection and analysis of data. 

4. Consultation and coordination with individuals and 
institutions in the Palestinian health field. 

5. Organization of regional and national workshops 
related to health education p lannin g. 

6. Facilitate and coordinate toe activities of external 
consultants. 

7. Work- closely with the welfare association, the 
overall project coordinator, and appropriate 
committies and ministries. 

8. Design a national health education plan with 
priorities, costing, and time table for implementation. 

Qualifications: Applicants should have excellent 
command of Arabic and English, computer skills, able 
to travel to Palestine, holders of MPH, MD or Ph.D. 
degrees or equivalent and have had experience in 
similar national projects. 

Formal training or experience in health education 
desired. 

Place of work: Ramalla Duration: 15 months 
If interested send CV and names of three references by 
OcL 15, 1997 to: 

Welfare Services Ltd. 

P.OJBox $40898 
Amman 11184 - Jordan 
^ or to fax # (06) 5526902 .J 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


Located in Jabal Amman, near C-Town. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 1st. fl. guest lounge, 
_ dining room, sitting room, verandas, with 
* central heating and telephone. 


If Intrested. Please Call 693166 - 816989 or fax 797051 


Offices For Rent - Super Deluxe 


Located in Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, 
between Jordanian Insurance Co. and 
Inter.Continental Hotel, behind Amman 
Surgical Hospital. Total area 750sq. ra. It 
can be divided and let separately into 
150-750 sq. m. Convenient for financial 
corporations, companies, medical clinical 
complex, diplomatic missions. 


& Tel. 632166 Mobile : 37197 - 27674 - 22394 


The Directories Company 
JORDAN YELLOW PAGES 


WE’VE DONE IT ACAIN! 




FOR THE 5JH YEAR 
IN A ROW, WE'RE 
DELIVERING 
WHAT WE 
PROMISED 

ON TIME! 


Putting Buyers & Sellers Together 


TO ORDER 0 COPY. PLEASE CALL 689669 
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King receives credentials of new ambassadors 



(71 


. t 


♦ 


M 


✓ 


His Majesty King Hussein receives the credentials of 
newly appointed Omani ambassador to Jordan, 
Hamad Ben Hilal AI Mimari, at the Raghadan Palace, 
Sunday (All photos by Petra) 


Tunisian Ambassador 
Munsef Lawati 


Austrian Ambassador 
Philipp Hoy os 


South Korean Envoy 
Lee Kyung Woo 


Ambassador of Djibouti 
Adris Ahmad Shruu' 


Ambassador of Senegal 
Abdul Ahad Mbaki 


Ambassador of Israel 
Oded Eran 


Israeli press holds Netanyahu 
responsible for Mossad fiasco 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
press commentators said 
Sunday that Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu must 
be held responsible for the 
disastrous consequences of a 
failed assassination attempt in 
Jordan by presumed Israeli 
secret agents. 

Breaking a three-day 
silence imposed by the Rosh 
Hasbana, Jewish New Year 
holiday, Israeli newspapers 
published banner headlines 
and widespread commentary 
about the botched attempt 10 
days ago in Amman to kill 
KhaJed Misha'al. a Hamas 
politburo chief. 

The Israeli cabinet met 
Sunday morning to discuss 
the affair, Israel Radio said. 

Two suspected agents of the 
Israeli spy service Mossad 
were captured after adminis- 
tering a mysterious poison to 
Mr. Misha'al on an Amman 
street on September 25. 

King Hussein responded by 
reportedly threatening to 
break diplomatic ties with 
Israel and successfully 
demanding the release of 


Hamas spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin from 
an Israeli prison. 

“The botched assassina- 
tion... has caused the country 
serious strategic damage," 
wrote Zeev Schiff, the 
respected military commenta- 
tor of the Haaretz newspaper. 

“It is inconceivable that a 
failure of such magnitude and 
such strategic blindness be 
allowed to pass without those 
responsible resigning or 
being fired,” he wrote. “In 
well ordered countries, prime 
ministers and cabinet minis- 
ters resign over such things." 

“The full responsibility 
belongs at the top. namely the 
prime minister who is respon- 
sible for strategy and for the 
immense failures beyond the 
operational one," he said. 

The prime minister is 
directly responsible for 
Mossad and according to for- 


eign press reports must 
approve all operations such as 
the attempted murder of Mr. 
Misha’al. 

Military commentator 
Schiff said the affair not only 


damaged relations with 
Jordan and King Hussein but 
undermined the very war on 
terror the operation was 
meant to further. 

“The failure will encourage 
acts of terror against Israel 
and will further diminish the 
Palestinian [National] 

Authority's readiness to 
cooperate in the war against 
Hamas," he said. 

The centre-right Maariv 
newspaper demanded that 
Mr. Netanyahu “immediately 
announce the creation of an 
official investigative commit- 
tee headed by a supreme 
court judge so that all those 
responsible pay for this 
error" 

The Yediot Ahronot also 
noted that when he came to 
office in *. 1996. Mr. 

Netanyahu “vowed not to 
order attacks or kidnapping? 
of terrorists because they sim- 
ply spark retaliation, but he 
later changed his mind.” 

‘The operation in Amman 
was wrong both for the 
choice of its location and its 
target,” Yediot wrote. 


“Mossad operates under the 
prime minister, and he must 
confront the political ramifi- 
cations,” the editorial said, 
predicting that Mr. 
Netanyahu will nevertheless 
survive the scandal thanks to 
support from far-right nation- 
alists. 

The right-leaning Jerusalem 
Post for its part supported the 
principle of hitting out at 
those held responsible for ter- 
rorism, but strongly criticised 
the attack on Mr. Misha'al. 

“Given the special ties 
between Israel and Jordan... it 
is almost inconceivable dial 
Israel's leadership would risk 
any move which has the 
potential of seriously damag- 
ing Israeli-Jordanian ties,” it 
wrote. 

The newspaper noted that 
Jordan also “suffers from the 
destabilising influence of 
Islamist groups" and that any 
him of Israeli-Jordanian 
cooperation in an attack on 
Hamas would be “extremely 
serious for the stability” of 
the country (See story on 
page 1). 


Opposition parties demand 
recalling of envoy to Israel 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Opposition par- 
ties Sunday urged the govern- 
ment to recall the Jordanian 
ambassador in Israel and 
reconsider the peace treaty 
between die two countries 
following an alleged assassi- 
nation attempt of the Hamas 
top leader, Khaled Misha’al, 
on Sept. 24. 

The parties' statement 
accused die government of 
covering up the assault 
against Mr. Misha'al. 

“The attempt to assassinate 
Khaled Misha'al... is a crime 
in a series of terror acts well 
planned and executed in day 
lighL It is part and parcel of 
larger operations to eradicate 
die Palestinian people and 
end their cause.” the two- 
page statement said. 

The statement was the first 


popular reaction over the 
alleged assassination attempt 
against the Hamas politburo 
chief. Two Canadian passport 
holders were arrested in con- 
nection to the attempt on Mr. 
Misha'al s life. 

“The Zionist and racist 
[intelligence] agencies did 
not respect neither the sover- 
eignty nor the laws [of 
Jordan], but on the contrary 
resorted to state terrorism 
supported by the United 
States." the statement added. 

“The Zionist crime is com- 
mitted in Amman despite 
Israel’s claims of friendship 
and regional security coordi- 
nation as stated in the peace 
treaty,” the statement said. 

“This crime has targeted 
the [Jordan's] national securi- 
ty and violates all laws and 
norms. We believe that the 
Jordanian government has 
not reacted according to the 


the 


rules of sovereignty, 
statement said. 

“Instead, the government 
has decided to conceal the 
crime, something which 
causes fury among the 
Jordanian people." 

The statement, signed by 
the nine parties that 
announced their boycott to 
Nov. 4 parliamentary elec- 
tions, professional unions and 
independents, called on the 
government to reveal the out- 
come of the interrogation. 

It also urged the govern- 
ment to transfer the case to 
the criminal court. 

The statement hailed the 
Canadian government for 
being “more forceful than the 
Jordanian government” and 
urged Ottawa to continue its 
investigations and take 
appropriate action against 
IsraeL 


Peace process faces ‘great dangers... 
because of policies lacking sensibility 9 


CAIRO i.AP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak said Sunday 
that the Middle East peace 
process faced “great dan- 
gers" because of Israel’s 
refusal to abide by earlier 
agreements with the 
Palestinians. 

In a speech marking the 
anniversary of the 1973 
Middle East war, Mr. 
Mubarak never referred to 
Israel by name. But most of 
his comments appeared 
directed at Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. , 

"There are great dangers... 
because of policies lacking 
sensibility — wise, far-sight- 
ed viewpoints — and the 
clear ■ abidance by agree- 
ments that have been 
signed." President Mubarak 
said. 

He said that both sides felt 
despair because of the cycle 


of violence in which terrorist 
acts sparked “exaggerated 
reactions to these acts like 
collective punishments, clo- 
sures and starvation” which, 
in turn, led to more terrorist 


acts. 

“If efforts are not com- 
bined on all sides to save the 
process from the current 
freeze... the future will be 
full of grave dangers with 
immeasurable conse- 
quences," the president 
warned. 

The Palestinians have been 
angered by Israel's refusal to 
implement agreements it 
signed with Mr. Netanyahu's 
predecessor, including the 
pullback of Israeli troops 
from rural areas of the West 
Bank. 

They also have criticised 
Israel for closing the 
Palestinian territories fol- 
lowing two Jerusalem 


bombings that took the lives 
of 26 people, including five 
bombers. 

The talks have been stale- 
mated since March when 
Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment went ahead with the 
construction of a new Jewish 
settlement on the hilltop of 
Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab 
east Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians want as the cap- 
ital of their future state. 

The Americans are Hying 
to get the two sides back 
together,- and U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross was to arrive in 
Israel Monday to meet with 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials. 

President Mubarak said he 
was "putting great hope” 
into American efforts to 
revive the peace talks. 

He also said that Egypt's 
performance in the war in 
1973 paved the way for the 


peace proc 
On Ocl 


jrocess. 

6. 1973, Egyptian 
forces retook the Suez Canal 
from the Israelis. It kept the 
canal under a disengagement 
agreement the following 
January. 

“Without the ability of the 
Egyptian armed forces, it 
would not have been possi- 
ble to convince the other side 
to start negotiations that 
would realise a just and 
comprehensive peace in the 
region," Mr. Mubarak said 

“The war also proved that 
it is impossible that war be 
the only way to resolve the 
Arab- Israeli conflict." he 
added 

In 1977, President Anwar 
Sadat flew to Israel to begin 
a process that culminated in 
Egypt’s 1979 peace treaty 
with Israel, the first between 
the Israel and an Arab coun- 


uy. 


Algerian army goes on offensive 
against hardline Islamist rebels 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
Algerian army has gone on 
the offensive against hard- 
line Islamists in an opera- 
tion south of Algiers, after 
the insurgents fired mortars 
on a town for the first time. 

The army invited Algerian 
journalists in to watch 
Saturday as tanks shelled 
Ouled Allel. a stronghold of 
the banned Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA). 

Jn a sharp escalation of 
Algerian violence, Islamists 
late Friday rained home- 
made mortar shells on the 
garrison town of Blida, 
south of Algiers, from a 
nearby mountain, killing six 
and raising the two-day toll 
to 95, according to reports 
Saturday. 

Witnesses and hospital 
staff said the mortar attack 
Friday night killed six and 
wounded at least 50. 

The attack was unprece- 
dented in Algeria, which 
has seen a series of mas- 
sacres in recent weeks, rais- 
ing the stakes in a five-year 
conflict that has killed more 
than 60,000 people, accord- 
ing to Western estimates. 


On Thursday and Friday 
at least 89 were killed, some 
hacked to death or decapi- 
tated. in serial massacres in 
the regions of Medea. Oran, 
and the Algerian capital, 
according to press reports. 

The attacks have been 
widely seen as a challenge 
by the GIA which is 
opposed to a ceasefire 
called last Wednesday by 
the Islamic Salvation Army 
(AIS). the Islamic Salvation 
Front's (FIS) military wing. 

Algeria’s Islamist rebels 
have no heavy weapons. 
They often resort to using 
home-made mortars, but the 
attack in Blida 40 kilome- 
tres south of Algiers was the 
most violent yet against a 
town. 

In all, 14 shells hit the 
town centre. Five people 
playing dominoes were 
killed where they sat. and a 
sixth died later from his 
wounds, hospital staff said. 

Algerian press reports 
Saturday told how reporters 
had been allowed to watch 
as the army continued a ten- 
day old operation in the area 
south of Algiers. 


The press quoted army 
spokesmen as saying that 
Islamic extremists from 
outside Algeria were fight- 
ing with the GIA against the 
army. 

The papers Sunday pub- 
lished photos of soldiers in 
action, tanks on the move, 
in what observers said 
appeared to be a publicity 
drive by the army. The army 
has regularly been criticised 
by the national press for 
failing to take the fight to 
the Tslamist groups. 

The operation taking 
place south of Algiers has 
been going on for almost 
two weeks in an area of 
some 50-square kilometres, 
according to a general 
whose name was not 
released, cited by the press. 

The goal of the operation 
is the recapture of Ouled 
Allel. he said. 

Some 8,000 inhabitants of 
the town fled in 1994 when 
a tract appeared on the walls 
of the local mosque 
demanding their departure. 
Those who stayed were 
reportedly killed, their 
throats cut. 


Iran threatens more raids 


on opposition bases in Iraq 


Iran 

carry 


DUBAI (AFP) — 
Sunday threatened to 
out more raids on Iranian 
opposition bases across the 
border in Iraq, after an air 
strike which prompted the 
U.S. to rush an aircraft carri- 
er back to the Gulf. 

“So long as terrorist groups 
conduct operations against 
our territory, it will be our 
right to defend ourselves," 
Foreign Minister Kama! 
Kharazi rold the London- 
based Arabic newspaper Al 
Hayau 

“We have said many times 
we cannot tolerate terrorist 
attacks from across the 1 bor- 
der on our villages and 
pipelines " he said. “That is 
why we decided to carry out 
a raid on their camps to 
defend ourselves, which is 
our right." 

The U.S. said Friday it had 
dispatched an aircraft carrier 
battle group to the Gulf in the 
wake of Iran’s incursion into 
a “no-fly zone” in southern 


Iraq to carry out the raids on 
the opposition Mujahedin 
Khalq (People’s Mujahedin). 

The accelerated deploy- 
ment of the USS Nimiiz and 
accompanying warships “is 
related to our ability to carry 
out the responsibility given 
to us by the international 
community" White House 
spokesman Michael 

McCuny said 

The U.S. has warned that 
the incursions into the no-fly 
zone could put Iranian pilots 
at risk. 

The Nimitz, skipping a port 
call in Singapore, was now 
expected to arrive in six days, 
rather than mid-October as 
scheduled, U.S. Defence 
Department spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon said Friday. 

“It's going over there to 
show we're serious about 
enforcing the no-fly zone,” 
he said. 

Iraq has protested over the 
raids carried out on Sept. 29 
and called for a ban on Iraqi 


flights in the south and north 
of the country to be lifted to 
allow it to defend itself. 

The "no-fly zones”, for 
Iraqi aircraft were imposed 
by the U.S. and its allies fol- 
lowing the 1991 Gulf wan 
The Mujahedin said Iran's 
warplanes struck two of its 
bases near the border, south- 
east and northeast of the cap- 
ital. It was Iran's first air 
strike since 1993 but the 
group has been the target of 
several attacks by land* 

The raid came three days 
after a meeting in New York 
between Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said 
Sahhaf and Mr. Kharazi on 
normalising relations 

between the two countries, 
which fought a 19SO-1988 
war. 


Mr. Kharazi, in the inter- 
view with Al Hayat, ruled out 
a halt to such dialogue. “We 
must try' to open doors " he 
said 
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WEARING THE ARMOUR OF GOD: James Mace of Oklahoma City, wearing what he called the spiritual 
armour of God, attracts attention at the Promise Keepers rally, Saturday. Hundreds of thousands of evangel- 
ical Christian men attended what may be the largest religious gathering ever in the U.S. (Reuters photo) 


Clinton takes a spin 
at secret service 
training facility 


Britain's Blair to 
appear in Russian 
radio soap 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
will take a brief role play- 
ing himself in a Russian 
radio “soap” when he vis- 
its Moscow on Monday, 
newspapers reported. 
Blair will step out of his 
limousine while driving 
through Moscow to help 
pick up shopping dropped 
by .Vary a. a star of the 
long-running “Dorn 7, 
Podjezd 4” (House Seven, 
Entrance Four), and chat 
with her about the prob- 
lems of ordinary people in 
today’s Russia. Blair is 
due to meet President 
Boris Yeltsin on Monday. 
British officials see the 
cameo appearance as a 
good way to project 
Blair's two-day visit to 
Russia, during which he 
will promote business 
links and cooperation in 
fighting crime, according 
to British newspapers. 


Mandela secretary 
posed for Hustler to 
put food on table 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— President Nelson 
Mandela's former secre- 
tary, who caused a stir by 
posing nude for South 
Africa's Hustler ponj 
magazine, has been fow™ 
guilty of misconduct in an 
official hearing, a 
said. Lilian Amsofi. /-• 
caused a sensation 
she posed in the buff to* 
Hustler's November 
issue and disclosed My 1 
about Mandela's relj 00 ' 
ship with his sweeffl®"* 
former Mozambique 
lady Graca Machj*J 
official hearing, 
by advocate Marius rot?" 
found that AmsonJ®°J!j 
rassed the pres^ 
office with *e.' 

Johannesburg's: .-9 
Times reported. 
who said she on 

magazine to P ut 
the table and 
bills for her 
son. may now 
or transferred. 
paper said. 

• . 




BELTS VILLE (R) — For 
a guy who seldom drives. 
President Clinton can han- 
dle a Camaro. according 
to the White House. The 
president got behind the 
wheel of a Camaro sports 
car in the secure surround- 
ings of a U.S. Secret 
Service training facility. 
Clinton, who is normally 
chauffeured by secret ser- 
vice agents, demonstrated 
a quick 1 SO-degree 
manoeuvre called a “J- 
Tum.” White House 
spokesman Joe -Lockhart 
said. “The president l 

impressed everyone with a 
J-Tum.*' Lockhart said. 
Reporters were not 
allowed to view the presi- 
dent’s driving or any other 
activities during his visit 
to the secret service's 
James J. Rowley Training 
Centre in a wooded sec- 
tion of Beltsville. 

Maryland. 
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